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Foreword
I began the process of writing the history of the USRA/TYC organization by collecting,
organizing and collating the archival material that was found in the USRA/TYC
National Office, Ukraine Voice Archives in Winnipeg where I have searched for
material on two occasions and I was able to collect original USRA/TYC material that
was relevant to our history project, St. Andrew’s College Library, Edmonton USRA/
TYC Branch archives, the library of the late Very Rev. Mitred Archpriest Michael
and Dobrodijka Stephania Yurkiwsky, the files of the late Eugene Yereniuk, from
the archives of Yarko Skrypnyk and from the archives of the late Rt. Rev. Mitred
Archpriest Fr. Meroslaw Kryschuk and Dobrodijka Nadia Kryschuk. To date the
National Executive has over 80 three-ring binders, many file folders and over 50
publications that make reference to the USRA/TYC national organization. A lot of
the history that was compiled initially came from USRL/CYC National Bulletins and
the Ukrainian Voice newspaper, whereas later information was compiled from
USRA/TYC Minutes, USRL/CYC Convention Programs, USRA/TYC Convention
Booklets, USRA/TYC Presidents’ reports and from the USRA/TYC National
Newsletters.
Once the History Project is completed, the USRA/TYC archives will be donated to
the University of Manitoba Archives and Special Collections in Winnipeg. This
decision was finalized by the delegates at the August 23, 2013 Biennial Convention
in Saskatoon. The archives need to be housed in a proper facility to ensure that the
materials are safe and that other historians and future generations will have the
opportunity to study this one aspect of Ukrainian Canadiana – the Ukrainian
Canadian Orthodox Men’s Group (USRA/TYC).
I would like to thank my wife, Orasia Yereniuk, for helping me proofread and edit
the text of this book, and my son, Michael Yereniuk, for the layout and publishing
assistance. I would also like to thank each person who has been a member of USRA/
TYC over the past 75 years for being part of this important organization.
- Emil Yereniuk
August 2014
Edmonton, AB
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Introduction
The history of this organization is tied very closely to the Ukrainian Self-Reliance
League of Canada (USRL/CYC). USRL/CYC was formed in 1927 at the Eleventh
National Convention in Saskatoon (23-25 December 1927). National conventions
were very popular for Ukrainians in Canada and resulted in a number of very
significant events in Ukrainian Canadian Orthodox history:
• 1910 – Ukrainian Voice was created
• 1916 – Petro Mohyla Institute in Saskatoon was established
• 1918 – Ukrainian Orthodox Church of Canada was organized
• 1927 – Ukrainian Self-Reliance League was created
At the 11th National Convention delegates decided to form a central organization
(USRL/CYC) that would unify the following national and local Orthodox organizations
in Canada:
1. Petro Mohyla Ukrainian Institute in Saskatoon
2. Mykhailo Hrushevsky Ukrainian Institute in Edmonton (now called St.
John’s Institute)
3. Ukrainian Women’s Association of Canada (UWAC)
4. Ukrainian Community Centres (SUND)
5. Ukrainian Students’ Association
6. Ukrainian Canadian Youth Association (CYMK)
The following individuals were the founders of USRL/CYC:
1. Wasyl Swystun (the first National President)
2. Jaroslaw W. Arsenych
3. T. Humeniuk
4. Peter H. Woycenko
5. Rev. Fr. Semen Sawchuk
6. Rev. Fr. Wasyl Kudryk
7. Wasyl Batytsky
8. W. Burianyk
9. Joseph Bohonos
10. Myroslaw Stechishin
11. Michael Stechishin
12. Julian Stechishin
13. Peter Lazarowich
2

Myroslaw Stechishin defined the USRL in the following way:
“The USRL is the concentration and consummation of our entire
organizational and national life in Canada. This is the body which binds
together our Institutes, our People’s Homes, united in the Union of Ukrainian
Community Centers, our womanhood under the name of Ukrainian Women’s
Association of Canada (S.U.K.) and our youth, the Canadian-Ukrainian
Youth Association (S.U.M.K.)”1
The basic principles of USRL/CYC are:
1. self-reliance of the individual, the organization, and the nation
2. the independence of thought and action
3. independence in politics, in economics and in religion
The ideology of USRL/CYC is based on the principles of Self-Respect, Self-Help and
Self-Reliance. (1992 National USRL/CYC Executive)
The purpose of USRL/CYC was:
1. to unify all worthwhile national elements on the basis of self-respect
(самопошана), initiative (самодіяльність), and independence
(самостійність) in the individual and in the community, and in the
national life in Canada and Ukraine;
2. to provide honest, intelligent and responsible leadership for the Ukrainian
people in Canada generally in Canadian and Ukrainian matters;
3. to render moral and material support for the people in Ukraine in their
struggle for liberation;
4. to support, develop and cultivate cultural appreciation of the Ukrainian
people in Canada in order to enrich the intellectual life and the Canadian
culture in general; and
5. to fight communism, fascism, and anti-democratic activities and in general
all those manifestations which are harmful in community and political life
in Canada2 .
USRL/CYC became the leading Ukrainian-Canadian organization in Canada at this
time. The USRL was also a founding member of the Ukrainian Canadian Congress
(UCC), the World Congress of Free Ukrainians and also supported the Council of the
Ukrainian National Republic in Exile.
When the USRL/CYC was organized in 1927, there was no official men’s group
mentioned in the structural plan. The men were involved in organizing CYC and
they felt that there was no need to have a separate men’s organization.
When the National Bylaws were drawn up in 1927 Clause 3.1 referred to Membership:
“Членами Союзу Українців Самостійників можуть бути українські
товариства або поодинокі особи української народности.”
1
Source: Союз Українців Самостійників в Канаді і Обєднання Українського Народу, Мирон Стечишин,
Вінніпеґ, Канада, 1933; USRL/CYC in Canada, M. Stechishin, Winnipeg, Canada, 1933, page 7
2
Source: Soyooz Ukrayintsiv Samostiynikiv i Ukrayinska Vezvolna Sprava, П.І. Лазарович, Винипеґ, Канада,
1951; The Ukrainian Self-Reliance League and the Issue of the Liberation of Ukraine, P. I. Lazarowich, Winnipeg,
Canada, 1951, p.3
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“Members of USRL/CYC can be Ukrainian Organizations or individuals of
Ukrainian ancestry.”
This provision allowed individual men’s organizations to be formed in the early
years. In the May 1933 edition of the CYC Bulletin, published by the USRL/CYC
(Канцелярія Екзикутиви Союзу Українців Самостійників), the following CYC
branches were mentioned:
1. Alberta: Edmonton, Bellis, Vilna, Radway, Willingdon and Calgary
2. Saskatchewan: Saskatoon, Hafford, Krydor, Danbury, Yorkton and Prince
Albert
3. Manitoba: Winnipeg, Vita, Dauphin and Zorya
4. Ontario: Toronto, West Fort William, Fort William, Hamilton, and Port
Colburn
5. Quebec: Montreal
6. USA: Chicago
This indicates that the men did form branches under the CYC banner rather than
the TYC banner.
Paul Hleck presented a paper entitled “What’s in a Name?” in which he states that
after searching through his collection of material he was able to learn that USRA/
TYC was organized at the National Convention in Saskatoon on 28 December 19383 .
Finally, the first National USRA/TYC Executive was formed at the USRL/CYC
Conference in Edmonton July 13-15, 19504 .
USRA/TYC is a National Ukrainian Orthodox Men’s organization that espouses the
same principles and ideology that the umbrella organization presented and accepted
in 1927. These principles and ideologies were incorporated in the USRA/TYC
National, Provincial and Local Branch Bylaws.

3

Source: TYC National Executive Circular #2 April 1978

4

Source: Обіжник Централі СУС, Винніпеґ, ч.7- серпень 1950; USRL/CYC Bulletin, No. 7- August 1950
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Chapter One
Early History
Part One: December 28, 1938
In December 1938 and early in 1939 there were three major locations in Canada that
were designated for the National USRL/CYC Convention:
• Winnipeg – 24-26 December 1938
• Saskatoon – 28-29 December 1938
• Edmonton – 31 December 1938 and 1-2 January 1939
One of the main topics for the Edmonton portion of the convention was acceptance of
the newly- revised National USRL/CYC Bylaws. “Одного з важливих організаційних
справ буде ПРИНЯТТЯ ПОПРАВЛЕНОГО СТАТУТУ, над котрим комісія
працювала через довший час.”1
This was very important because on 28 December 1938 the delegates approved the
revised National USRL/CYC Bylaws and officially the Ukrainian Self-Reliance
Association (Товариство Українців Самостійників - ТУС) was born.
In the 1938 USRL/CYC Bylaws under the Membership section, Clause “a”, the
following is stated: “До Союза Українців Самостійників належуть такі союзні
організації: Союз Українських Народних Домів – СУНД; Товариство Українців
Самостійників - ТУС; Союз Українок Канади - СУК; Союз Української Молоді
Канади - СУМК; Інститут ім. П. Могили в Саскатуні та Інститут ім. М.
Грушевського в Едмонтоні.” USRL/CYC membership includes the following
organizations: SUND, USRA/TYC, CYK, CYMK, and Institutes of P. Mohyla in
Saskatoon and M. Hrushevsky in Edmonton. This is the earliest documented
reference of the USRA/TYC organization in Canada.
1

Source: Ukrainian Voice, 21 December 1938
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Wasyl Batytsky (В. Батицький) in his book, What is the USRL/CYC and its
Organizations? states the following:
“The Tovarystvo Ukrayintsiv Samostiynykiv and its individual members are
members directly of the Ukrainian Self-Reliance League” (page 11)
He then proceeds to write the following,
“Now here are the main principles of the USRL/CYC affiliates:
Let’s look first at the Association of Ukrainian Homes …. Another part of the
USRL is the Ukrainian Women’s Association of Canada … The third branch
– is a glorious one (………) the Ukrainian Canadian Youth Association…..
These branches are the most important parts of USRL/CYC because in them
are united, and should be united, all the strata of our community.” (Pages
11-14)
In the book he discusses the Institutes that work in harmony with USRL/CYC
principles and the Ukrainian Voice, the soul of USRL/CYC. Even after the USRA/
TYC was formed in 1938, the men’s group did not get the recognition afforded other
organizations in the USRL/CYC family2 .
In the 3 May 1939 edition of Ukrainian Voice the article, “New Bylaws of USRL/
CYC” –“Новий Статут Союза Українців Самостійників”, clearly states one of the
important changes to the Bylaws is the addition of the Ukrainian Self-Reliance
Association (USRA/TYC) as a member organization of the Ukrainian Self-Reliance
League of Canada.
Other points in the article about the newly-formed USRA/TYC organization:
• USRA/TYC is as equal in status as SUND, UWAC and CYMK. All USRA/
TYC Branches come under the national leadership and executive of SUND.
All USRA/TYC branches and all SUND branches are equal in status but
they have one National Executive. The National SUND Executive speaks
and represents the interests of all USRA/TYC Branches on the National
USRL/CYC National Executive. One of the main reasons for this was the
fact that SUND had its own Charter and it was incorporated in the Dominion
of Canada.
• USRA/TYC branches should be formed where there are Ukrainians in
Canada and if there are CYMK and UWAC branches in a location, a USRA/
TYC branch should be established, unless there is an existing SUND branch
in that locale. Since USRA/TYC and SUND had the same goals and
objectives, there was no reason to organize a USRA/TYC branch in those
locations.

2
Source: Що є Союз Українців Самостійників та Його Союзні Організації?, В. Батицький, Накладом СУС з
друкарні Українського Голосу, Винніпеґ, Канада 1942; What is USRL/CYC and Its USRL/CYC Organizations?, W.
Batytsky, Ukrainian Voice Printers, Winnipeg, Canada, 1942
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•

•

•
•

All USRL/CYC branches that had been organized in all parts of Canada and
that were directly responsible to the USRL/CYC National Executive were to
be liquidated and transformed into USRA/TYC branches, except in those
locations that also had a SUND branch. In those locations all USRL/CYC
branches would be liquidated and their members would be encouraged to
join the SUND branch.
There weren’t any differences between USRA/TYC and SUND branches. All
USRA/TYC branches would accept the same obligations as all SUND
branches. The obligations were:
◦◦ to unite all Ukrainians into the independent, very beneficial selfreliant organization as a blend of Ukrainian Canadian nationality;
◦◦ to stand on guard for a moral and religious life;
◦◦ to be concerned with the educational aspect of the Ukrainian whole
in Canada;
◦◦ to retain the principles of uniqueness and individuality of our nation;
◦◦ to promote knowledge and self-awareness among Ukrainian
Canadians;
◦◦ to promote physical activity for the health of the individual;
◦◦ to promote the close relationships among the Ukrainian masses in
Canada;
◦◦ to seize every opportunity to expand self-reliant ideology among all
Ukrainians;
◦◦ to create self-respecting and self-reliant Ukrainians in Canada;
◦◦ to track community life of Ukrainians in Ukraine so that the general
citizenry of Canada can be informed of the struggles for nationhood
among our brothers in Ukraine;
◦◦ to assist members in helping and supporting USRL/CYC; and
◦◦ to create discipline in our community so that it will serve not only
USRL/CYC but also the USRL/CYC community could be a model in
domestic, social or civic affairs.
The work of USRL/CYC and its affiliate organizations is in general
important and worthwhile. It is national in scope but not politically
motivated like other organizations in Canada.
The goal was to have a USRA/TYC branch in every city, town or village in
Canada that had a Ukrainian population.

The USRL/CYC branches that existed at this time did become USRA/TYC branches.
There is no archival evidence as to how many branches completed this change.
Edmonton did make the transformation and their Minutes clearly indicate that they
did become a USRA/TYC branch.
All USRA/TYC branches were directly responsible to the SUND National Executive,
and since the SUND National Executive represented the USRA/TYC interests on the
National USRL/CYC Executive, the President of SUND became the USRA/TYC
National President as well.

7

SUND/СУНД Presidents
Term

President

1939

P. Wasylyshyn

1940

H. Slipchenko

1941

H. Slipchenko

1942

W. Batytsky

1943

W. Batytsky

1944

I. Semeniuk

1945

P. Krypiakevych

1946

S. Mysak

1947

H. Bodnarchuk

1948

No documented information has been found

1949/50

H. Bodnarchuk

All of the USRL/CYC and SUND Bulletins from 1939 to 1949 made reference to
newly-elected USRL/CYC, SUND, CYK and CYMK National and Provincial
Executives. There is never a mention of a USRA/TYC National Executive during
those years. USRA/TYC was mentioned as an organization in the National USRL/
CYC Bylaws, but all correspondence and representation at the USRL/CYC national
level was from the SUND National Executive.
The following аre the earliest references to USRA/TYC:
On page 3 in the May/June 1939 edition of the USRL/CYC National Newsletter a
point was made that all members of SUND and USRA/TYC need to assist the
summer CYMK Conventions because in due time these young people would be adults
and potential members of USRA/TYC.
In the July 1939 issue of the USRL/CYC National Bulletin the following addressed
the formation of the USRA/TYC organization in Canada:
• Point 6 – The National Bylaws of USRL/CYC have been amended and are
being sent to all the members and they must be studied. Local branches
need to keep in mind the intention in forming the USRA/TYC organization.
• Point 8 – all SUND and USRA/TYC branches need to make every effort to
recruit (притягнути) all potential good individuals to the organizations.
• Point 15 – All USRA/TYC members need to remember that membership
fees to the national organization are $1.00. These fees need to be paid on
time.

8

The September 1940 issue of the USRL/CYC National Bulletin clearly made reference
to the official names of the organizations: “І так: Відділ Товариства Українців
Самостійників називається: Ukrainian Self-Reliance Local, Відділ СУНД повинно
називатися: Ukrainian Community Centre, Відділ СУМК: Canadian Ukrainian
Youth Association Local…”

Part Two: 1939
The Edmonton USRA/TYC Branch provided the information that confirmed the
establishment of the National USRA/TYC organization. This is only one example of
the transformation from USRL/CYC branch to USRA/TYC branch.
In the archives of the USRA/TYC Edmonton Branch are minutes of meetings going
back to 1 October 1935. The book is entitled, “СУС, Протоколи Eдмонтонського
відділу Союзу Українців Самостійників” – “USRL/CYC, Minutes Edmonton
Branch Ukrainian Self-Reliance League”.
Тhe Edmonton Branch was a USRL/CYC branch until the December 1938 USRL/
СУС Convention changed the status of USRL/СУС branches to USRA/TYC branches
in the USRL/CYC family .
The Minutes of the USRL/СУС Edmonton Branch, 31 October 1938, indicate that
there were 10 members present at the meeting, that Mr. Lukianchuk was the chair
(President), that a letter was read about the upcoming winter conventions in
Winnipeg and Saskatoon, that a decision was made to hold the winter convention in
Edmonton on December 31, 1938 and January 1-2, 1939, as well as a few other
items. This was a meeting of a USRL/СУС branch. There was no mention of USRA/
TYC.
The next sets of Minutes, 5 February 1939, indicate that this was a meeting of the
Ukrainian Self-Reliance Association in Edmonton. The Minutes include the following
information about the formation of the USRA/TYC organization:
• Mr. Lazarowych discussed the aim of the meeting.
• At the USRL/CYC Convention in Saskatoon a decision was made to reform
and reorganize USRL/CYC branches into USRA/TYC branches.
• A charter was developed that was registered with the State Secretary in
December 1938.
• USRL/CYC branches never made an effort to obtain new members and the
branch in Edmonton never exceeded 30 to 35 members.
• The aim of this association will be to unite the largest possible number of
individuals as members who agree with the USRA/TYC ideology.
• In cities where there is a People’s Home (SUND), its members will become
USRA/TYC members and where there is no People’s Home the aim will be
to organize a USRA/TYC branch.
• In Edmonton there was no People’s Home so the effort was being made to
organize the association.
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The Ukrainian Self-Reliance Association should not only continue the work
of the Edmonton USRL/CYC branch but should also attract as many new
members that agree with the association’s ideology.
The main aim of the association would be to build a People’s Home in the
city of Edmonton and that this would be a centre for Ukrainian life.
Membership fees would be $1.00 annually.
The charter also applies to all parts of Canada.
Mr. Wasylyshyn and Mr. Yanda moved that the USRL/CYC branch continue
to carry out its work under the new charter of the USRA/TYC. Mr.
Lazarowych amended Mr. Wasylyshyn’s motion – namely, for a branch of
USRA/TYC to be established in Edmonton. The motion was unanimous – 9
in favour and 0 opposed.
At that same meeting 30 individuals signed up and became members of the
association.

The members elected an executive for 1939
Chair

Mr. Gayowsky

Deputy Chair

Mr. Wasyl Moisei

Recording Secretary

Mr. P.A. Paush

Corresponding Secretary

Mrs. Verchomin

Treasurer

N. Demko

Librarian

Mr. Stashyn

Property Manager

Mr. Panchuk

Press Representative

Mr. Chumer

A motion was made by Mr. Lukianchuk and Dr. Verchomin that the name of the
association would be Ukrainian Self-Reliance Association and this was accepted by
all but one member.
• Mr. Gayowsky thanked all that had elected him and asked for member
cooperation so that the work of the association would be successful.
Based on this information from the Edmonton Branch Archives it is assumed that
many USRL/CYC Branches across Canada followed the same route. The Edmonton
USRL/CYC Branch may have been formed at the onset of USRL/CYC. To date there
is no evidence to acknowledge this. In any case, the Edmonton USRA/TYC Branch
continues to exist and the members are planning their 75th anniversary in 2014.

Part Three: The 1940’s
The late 1930’s and the 1940’s were a period of growth and development for the
USRL/CYC family organizations, including USRA/TYC. There are no minutes or
records that indicate what USRA/TYC was involved in, but in the USRL/CYC
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National Newsletters a lot of information was written about activities within these
Ukrainian organizations. In general the following were key things that the USRA/
TYC branches undertook during the 1940’s:
• Formation of new branches – In 1940 there were 65 SUND branches. During
that year 5 new branches were organized, including USRA/TYC branches.
Each branch also assisted nearby cities/towns in establishing branches. In
1947 two new branches were organized: Tolstoy, Manitoba and West Fort
William, Ontario. In 1948 Willingdon, Alberta formed a branch.
• Searching for new members – This was always a focus for any branch.
• Political action – A delegation went to Ottawa, July 7 to 10, 1939, and a
memorandum was presented to Prime Minister Mackenzie King and other
government officials. Because of the dark clouds in Europe and Ukraine’s
strategic location, the National USRL/CYC Executive felt that it was
important to send a delegation to Ottawa and present the government a
memorandum re the wishes of the Ukrainian people in Canada and to
confirm the position of Ukrainians in Canada as citizens so that when war
arrived there would be no misunderstanding with respect to Ukrainian
citizenship. The delegation that represented all Ukrainians in Canada
included V. Burianyk (USRL/CYC), Theodor Humeniuk (UGOCC), Rev. Fr.
Olenchyk (Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church) and Rev. Fr. Gegeychuk
(Brotherhood of Ukrainian Catholics - БУК). The memorandum was
prepared by V. Burianyk and was signed by Rev. Fr. Dr. Kushnir (Ukrainian
Greek Catholic Church of Canada), Rev. Fr. S. V. Sawchuk (Ukrainian
Greek Orthodox Church of Canada), Peter Lazarowich (President of USRL/
CYC) and Mr. Melnychuk (President of Brotherhood of Ukrainian Catholics
–БУК). Canadian officials showed a deep understanding and interest in
Ukrainian matters and were sympathetic to the view which was presented
in the memorandum. The USRL/CYC Executive also published the following
in the English press and in the Ukrainian Voice:
“In view of the outbreak of war between Great Britain and Germany and in
consequence of His Majesty the King’s solemn appeal to all His loyal subjects
to stand ready to make every and if necessary, the supreme sacrifice, in
defense and vindication of all those principles and ideals which are vital to
and which symbolize not only the British Commonwealth of Nations but free,
human civilization as a whole, we desire to make the following statement:
We are not authorized and therefore do not propose to speak on behalf of all
Canadian citizens of Ukrainian descent. But on behalf of the Ukrainian SelfReliance League, we are happy to be able to assure everyone that those many
thousands of Canadian citizens of Ukrainian descent who are members of or
are in sympathy with the League and its affiliate organizations in Canada,
- viz. Union of Ukrainian Community Centres, Ukrainian Women’s
Association of Canada, Canadian Ukrainian Youth Association (SUMK),
with branches throughout the Dominion of Canada, all those have never, at
any time wavered in their loyalty to the British Crown or to Canada and in
their faith in democratic institutions and that, therefore, all of whom without
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hesitation respond to the earnest appeal of their King and their Government
and will faithfully serve and defend the vital interests of Canada and the
British Empire side by side with other citizens by all means at their disposal
and in every manner which may be demanded of them.”3
•

•
•

•

•

•

Spearheading the formation of the Ukrainian Canadian Congress in 1940
– The formation of the UCC/KYK was completed with the support of
Ukrainian Self-Reliance League of Canada and its component organizations,
the Ukrainian Greek Orthodox Church of Canada, the Ukrainian Greek
Catholic Church of Canada, and many other Catholic organizations. USRL/
CYC and the member organizations were involved and attended the three
Triennial Congresses that were held in the 40’s. (1943,1946 and 1949)
Encouraging all branches to assist Canada in the war effort in whatever
way they could –As a result, our young men and women enlisted in the
military in the fight against Germany during WWII.
Conferences were a highlight for all branches – Members attended provincial
and national conferences on an annual basis. In the west provincial
conferences were held in Edmonton, Saskatoon and Winnipeg. Eastern
provincial conferences were held in Toronto and Montreal. Attendance was
stressed because the future of the organizations depended on the discussions
that took place and direction was provided by the provincial and national
leadership. Topics at national conferences included: world political events,
international conferences, understanding the position held in the democratic
world towards communism, Ukraine as a nation and its position at the
present time, current obligations toward Ukraine, etc.
Supporting the formation of St. Andrew’s College (opened in 1946) – The
USRL/CYC and its family organizations helped to raise money for the
building of the Girls’ Residence by the College. The USRL/CYC National
Office was moved to the college in 1946.
Supporting the Ukrainian Greek Orthodox Church in Canada – USRL/CYC
members attended the Sobors and at the 9th Sobor in Saskatoon, discussions
took place re cooperation between the USRL/CYC and the UGOCC. (Today
the organization continues to work with the church and a Permanent Joint
Standing Committee accepted by both USRL/CYC and the church exists.)
Ukrainian immigration to Canada from Europe after WWII – In 1946
USRL/CYC began discussions on how the organization could assist
Ukrainians immigrating to Canada. The Canadian government agreed that
Canadians could sponsor Ukrainian immigrants. Action was taken and
members began to assist Ukrainian immigration. USRL/CYC encouraged
USRA/TYC Branches to form committees that would welcome, greet and
assist new Ukrainians in Canada. The National USRL/CYC Executive also
encouraged members from UWAC and from CYMK to be active in these
committees.

3
Source: Союз Українців Самостійників в Канаді, Обіжник для Товариства Українців Самостійників і
Народних Домів, Едмонтон, Альберта, вересень 1939 р.; USRL/CYC, Bulletin for Ukrainian self-Reliance Association and National Homes, Edmonton, Alberta, September 1939
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Supporting the Ukrainian Summer School Program at Mohyla and St.
Andrew’s College – In 1947 USRA/TYC branches encouraged young men
and women to attend these courses.
Work in the community was a strong focus for all USRA/TYC branches –
The National USRL/CYC Executive stressed that if the following points
were followed, branches would have a lot of success: formalize expectations
for members, have monthly meetings, share ideas and thoughts with all
members, and make recommendations about projects.
USRL/CYC National Bylaws – At the National USRL/CYC Conference in
August of 1949, it was recommended that the Bylaws needed to be reviewed
and a Bylaw Committee was created by the National USRL/CYC Executive.
The committee members were: V. Sarchuk, I. H. Syrnyk, Mrs. Kohuska, N.
Bodnarchuk, and P. Krypiakevych. The committee needed to review the
Bylaws, make additions or deletions and give the member organizations
more independence. The revised Bylaws were to be presented at the 1950
National USRL/CYC Conference.

This time period was a transition time for the USRA/TYC branches across Canada.
Branches were either transformed from USRL/CYC branches or newly-created
USRA/TYC branches came into existence. There is limited information of when
USRA/TYC branches were formed. This would likely be found in the local USRA/
TYC branch archival records. The men had achieved equal status with all the other
USRL/CYC family organizations and they were active in most of the Ukrainian
communities across Canada along with the Ukrainian Women’s Association,
Canadian Ukrainian Youth Association and the Union of Ukrainian Community
Centres.
Membership dues were 75 cents in 1947 and membership fees went directly to the
National USRL/CYC Executive.
USRA/TYC Branches
Edmonton Branch

established: February 5, 1939

Toronto Branch

established as a USRL/CYC Branch in 1928 and then
became a USRA/TYC Branch (date unknown)

Vancouver Branch

established: July 14, 1944

Grimsby Branch

established: December 19, 1948

Hamilton Branch

established: February 4, 1949

Montreal Branch

established as a USRL/CYC Branch in 1931 and became
a USRA/TYC Branch (date unknown)

Winnipeg Branch

established: 1950
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William I. Sarchuk
First National USRA/TYC President
1950 to 1952
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Chapter Two
The New Ukrainian Self-Reliance
Association National Executive
Part One: 27th USRL/CYC Convention
Edmonton, 1950
The first National USRA/TYC Executive was formed at the 13-15 July 1950 USRL/
CYC Convention in Edmonton. The article in the newsletter states the following:
“НОВА ЦЕНТРАЛЯ ТОВАРИСТВА УРАЇНЦІВ САМОСТІЙНИКІВ”
Товариство Українців Самостійників /ТУС/ входить до складу СУС нарівні з
Союзом Українок Канади/СУК/, Союзом Української Молоді Канади/СУМК/,
та Союзом Українських Народних Домів/ СУНД/.
“NEW UKRAINIAN SELF-RELIANCE ASSOCIATION NATIONAL
EXECUTIVE”
Ukrainian Self-Reliance Association/TYC/ enters into the USRL/CYC on an equal
status with Ukrainian Women’s Association/UWAC, Canadian Ukrainian Youth
Association/CYMK, and Union of Ukrainian Community Centres/SUND.
На основі нового статуту покликано до життя нову Централю ТУС у такому
складі (On the basis of the new USRL/CYC Bylaws the following is the USRA/TYC
National Executive)1:

1

Source: USRL/CYC National Newsletter, August 1950
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Голова(President)

В. Сарчук

W. Sarchuk

Перший заст. Голови(1 Vice
President)

П. Ковтун

P. Kovtyn

Другий заст. Голови (2nd Vice
President)

В. Таский

V. Tasky

Секретар (Secretary)

О. Гай-Головко

O. Hay-Holovko

Касієр (Treasurer)

А. Крипякевич

A. Krypiakevych

Референт організації (Reporter)

І. Юрків

I. Yurkiw

Референт молоді (Youth Advisor)

Г. Соломон

H. Solomon

st

The new executive was based in Winnipeg and the first National USRA/TYC
President was Wasyl Sarchuk. At the USRL/CYC Convention, the USRA/TYC
Constitution (Bylaws) was approved and the USRL/CYC Bylaws were amended
properly to include USRA/TYC as a member organization in the CYC family.
USRA/TYC branches now had a clear direction from the National USRL/CYC
Executive. The branches needed to meet at least once per month. The branches
needed to organize a Ukrainian School in their community, pay their budget quota
to the National Executive, offer evening presentations and readings, and so forth.
The National CYC/TYC Newsletter needed to be read at the meetings. Branches
needed to keep in contact with the women’s and youth organizations (UWAC and
CYMK). Branches needed to write a monthly report to the National Executive at
least once per month. Lastly, each branch needed to encourage its members to
purchase a subscription to Ukrainian Voice and purchase the latest editions of
newly-published Ukrainian books for the branch library.
The resolutions at the 1950 USRL/CYC Convention dealt with many matters. The
following approved resolutions give an idea about the kind of concerns that the
membership had at that time:
• The Convention accepts UCC/KYK as the representative body that speaks
about Ukrainian issues on behalf of all Ukrainians in Canada.
• The Convention greets all new Ukrainian immigrants and calls on them to
join existing Ukrainian organizations in Canada.
• The Convention cautions all Ukrainians to be aware of the influence and
impact of communism and to fight them with democratic methods.
• The Convention acknowledges the Ukrainian Greek Orthodox Church in
Canada and its leadership for its positive work in the religious and cultural
life in Canada.
During the 1950 Convention in Edmonton the following presentations were topics of
discussion:
• The role of Ukrainians in Canada and Canadian life
• Ukrainian Schools
• Ukraine
• USRL/CYC ideology
16
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Canadian citizenship
Influence of USRL/CYC in Eastern Canada

One of the projects that USRA/TYC supported was providing financial and moral
support for the Ukrainian Educational Council in Canada. The purpose of the
Council was to make sure that every city/town had a Ukrainian School, provided
language training and cultural awareness for teachers and prepared textbooks for
students.
In August 1951 the Ukrainian Greek Orthodox Church of Canada held an
Extraordinary Sobor. As a result, the USRL/CYC Convention was delayed until the
following year.
USRA/TYC began its first year of operation in July 1950 and focused on the formation
of new TYC branches. New branches were established in Manitoba: Oakburn, Sandy
Lake, Rosburn and Menzie; Saskatchewan: Canora (1951) and Aron (1951). USRA/
TYC Provincial Executives were also formed and members attended provincial
Conventions. The main topic of discussion was Ukrainian Schools. In general USRA/
TYC branches held their annual general meeting in December and January. All of
the executives prepared for the AGM by making sure there was an agenda, prepared
reports and made sure that all members were aware of the meeting date. At the
AGM members listened to all reports, made plans for the following year and elected
a new executive. Once the meeting was over, the secretary needed to complete a
questionnaire and send the information to the National Executive. The last thing
that was always stressed was the payments of the required budget amount to the
National Executive.

Part Two: 28th Jubilee USRL/CYC Convention
Winnipeg, 1952
The next National USRA/TYC Executive was elected at the Jubilee USRL/CYC
Convention in Winnipeg on 4-7 July 1952. This coincided with the celebration of the
60th Anniversary of Ukrainians in Canada.
Paul Tkachuk was elected USRA/TYC National President, a position he held until
1956. The executive was based in Saskatoon as were the National Executives for
USRL/CYC, SUND and CYMK. The women had their executive in Winnipeg at that
time. One of the resolutions in 1952 dealt with the location of National Executives.
It was decided that the National Executives did not have to be located in the same
city as the National Executive of USRL/CYC.
The presentations at the 1952 Jubilee Convention dealt with the following topics:
• Our position in Canada
• Ukrainian Canadian women
• Institute of Petro Mohyla and the USRL/CYC
• Ukraine situation
• The task ahead for our youth
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Accommodations for the convention were at the Bessborough Hotel, with a room cost
of $6.50 for one person and $9.50 for two people; the rooms had tubs. Other hotels
that were used were the King George and the Empire. All had similar rates but some
rooms were less expensive because there weren’t any tubs.
The work of the National USRA/TYC Executive involved many aspects at the
provincial and national levels. The membership was active in spreading the work of
the CYC family, growth, engaging the youth and developing concrete practical tasks
for the branches. Ukrainian national holidays were promoted and in each branch the
following holidays were celebrated: October – Literary Works (Свято Книжки),
January – Ukrainian Independence, March – Taras Shevchenko, and May – Mother’s
Day.
USRA/TYC branches were being formed and promoted. In one of the USRL/CYC
newsletters, Saskatoon TYC was given credit for organizing an evening of
presentations on various topics after Vespers. This was a good example for other
branches to follow. On November 15, 1953 the Prince Albert Branch was organized.
Other branches that were mentioned at this time were Saskatoon (1954), Yorkton
(1954), Hamilton and Niagara Falls.

Part Three: 29th USRL/CYC Convention
Saskatoon, 1954
The Biennial USRL/CYC Convention was held on 3-5 July 1954 in Saskatoon.
Members were notified about the convention and encouraged to attend for the
following reasons:
• Conventions are held once every two years.
• There is a need to discuss important organizational issues and cultural
questions as a group.
• Issues can only be resolved when everyone is together.
At this time, USRA/TYC was responsible for organizing cultural public program in
the cities. It was recommended that TYC:
• hold monthly meetings;
• invite all other member organizations; and
• discuss the activities being organized, Ukrainian Schools, how to assist the
youth, and how to increase the membership in the branch.
When there weren’t any USRA/TYC or SUND branches in a community, existing
branches were encouraged to organize a branch membership. The spread of URSL/
CYC ideology was paramount at that time. USRA/TYC was a strong vehicle for this.
The 18 October 1954 USRA/TYC Minutes specify that the National Executive
discussed, agreed and recommended that each USRA/TYC branch keep the following
in mind:
• USRA/TYC branches should have meetings with neighboring branches.
• Each USRA/TYC branch should look for members who had books, magazines
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and museum pieces so that the central library could be enhanced.
Each USRA/TYC branch should support and mentor CYMK members.
Each USRA/TYC branch should increase membership in their branch.
Each USRA/TYC branch should collect the required membership fees for
the National Executives.

CYMK at this time was working on its National Bylaws and the National USRA/
TYC Executive recommended W. Burianyk to be on the Bylaw Committee.
In 1955 it was decided that anyone could be a USRA/TYC member even if there
wasn’t a branch in their locale. As a USRA/TYC member an individual would have
all the rights provided that he paid his membership dues. In turn this member would
also receive a member’s card and the National Newsletter.
The following were suggested USRA/TYC branch projects:
• to organize a Ukrainian School and assist with the Sunday School at the
parish;
• to organize church and secular choirs in the community;
• to assist with the summer camps;
• to give out scholarships to students that graduate from high school;
• to organize banquets for members and the community at large;
• to organize debates between the branches; and
• to organize evenings for reading of Ukrainian newspapers and literature.

Part Four: 30th USRL/CYC Convention
Winnipeg, 1956
The National Biennial USRL/CYC Convention was held in Winnipeg on 1-3 July
1956. At this convention, D. Stratychuk was elected President of USRA/TYC for a
two-year term. This Convention decided to unite the USRA/TYC and SUND
executives as one; as a result the National USRA/TYC President was also responsible
for the SUND branches. This resolution was approved at this convention.
The executive was located in Saskatoon. Membership fees to National USRL/CYC
were $10.00 per member. USRL/CYC Bylaws were also amended and for the first
time the First Vice-President needed to be the President of USRA/TYC and the
Second Vice-President needed to be a representative from UWAC.
Other very formal resolutions that were presented and accepted by the Convention
in 1956 included the following:
• an appeal to the Canadian Government for their support for an independent
Ukraine and Canadian influence in pursuit of the ideas of an independent
Ukraine in a democratic world within the United Nations and in the British
Commonwealth;
• a huge thanks to the pioneer teachers on the 50th anniversary of their work
in Canada;
• congratulations and best wishes in the future to CYMK in celebrating its
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25th anniversary;
thanking the Ukrainian Greek Orthodox Church of Canada for taking on
the responsibility/coordination of the Ukrainian School Committee;
seven members should constitute the CYC Foundation Committee for the
purpose of writing a charter and finalizing the goals and objectives of the
Foundation;
the Executive of National USRA/TYC would take on the responsibility of
coordinating the affairs of SUND; and
USRL/CYC would investigate the idea of uniting USRA/TYC and SUND
into one organization.

Under the leadership of Stratychuk the following USRA/TYC branch tasks were
approved:
• Take care of the youth in their community.
• Assist CYMK.
• Make sure that the children attend Ukrainian and Sunday Schools.
• Have a meeting with all CYC organizations in the community once every
three months.
• Organize a coordinating body made up of all CYC organization
representatives.
• Be active in church affairs.
The general feeling was that if USRA/TYC took on these responsibilities the
Ukrainian community would experience success.
USRA/TYC branches were encouraged to hold AGMs so that the year’s work could be
reviewed, a plan established and approved for the following year, and a new executive
elected. A full report also needed to be sent to the National USRA/TYC Executive.
This sharing of information was very important.
The USRA/TYC branches continued to be very active in their communities. They
continued to meet at annual provincial conventions to discuss matters of importance
at the provincial level and meet with National Executives from CYC and TYC.
(Provincial Conventions: Toronto – 6/7 October 1956; Saskatoon – 2-4 November
1956; Edmonton – 8-11 November 1956; Winnipeg – 16-18 November 1956)
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USRA/TYC Branches
Edmonton Branch

established 5 February 1939

Toronto Branch

established as a CYC branch in 1928 and then became
a TYC branch (date unknown)

Vancouver Branch

established 14 July 1944

Grimsby Branch

established 19 December 1948

Hamilton Branch

established 4 February 1949

Montreal Branch

established as a CYC branch in 1931 and became a
TYC branch (date unknown)

Winnipeg Branch

established 1950

Oakburn Branch

established 11 January 1952

Sandy Lake Branch

(date unknown)

Menzie Branch

(date unknown)

Canora Branch

established 1951

Prince Albert Branch

established 15 November 1953

Oshawa Branch

established 1955

Saskatoon Branch

established 1954

Yorkton Branch

established 29 August 1954

Niagara Falls

(date unknown)
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Peter Lazarowich
National USRA/TYC President
1958 to 1963
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Chapter Three
1958 to 1963
Peter Lazarowich, Edmonton
Peter Lazarowich was an influential individual in the USRL/CYC family organization
and one of the founders of USRL/CYC in 1927. From 1936 to 1940 Peter Lazarowich
was the President of USRL/CYC National Executive.
He was a lawyer by profession having graduated in 1931. He was the President of
the Lawyers’ Association of Alberta from 1947 to 1948 and in 1948 he became Queens
Council.
Peter Lazarowich was a tireless worker and took on many responsibilities. In his
church community he was a member of the Ukrainian Orthodox Cathedral of St.
John in Edmonton, legal representative for his cathedral and a member of the UGOC
of Canada Consistory Board from 1954 to 1970, choir conductor and a cathedral
delegate at all the Ordinary and Extra-Ordinary Sobors of the UGOC of Canada. In
his Ukrainian-Canadian community he was President of Edmonton UCC/KYK, a
member of the Order of St. Andrew and St. John’s Institute and a founding member
of the Ukrainian Professional Businessmen’s Club of Edmonton.
As a result of all his contribution to the Ukrainian community he received the
following recognition:
• Honorary member of St. John’s Cathedral
• Shevchenko medal from UCC/KYK National
• Honorary Certificate from the Ukrainian Greek Orthodox Church of Canada
• Honorary Certificate from the Ukrainian Self-Reliance League of Canada
• Honorary member of the Ukrainian Professional Businessmen’s Club of
Edmonton.
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Part One: 1958 – 1960
31st USRL/CYC Convention
USRA/TYC Biennial Convention
Edmonton, 1958
The National USRL/CYC Convention was held in Edmonton from July 3 to 6, 1958.
At this convention the USRL/CYC family organizations celebrated the 30th
anniversary of USRL/CYC in Canada.
At the 1958 USRA/TYC Biennial Convention the delegates elected Peter Lazarowich
as their National President. The organization was very pleased to have a
distinguished, honored and well-respected leader as its President.
Peter Lazarowich spoke at the Provincial USRL/CYC Convention in Edmonton on
November 15, 1958. In his speech he discussed the organizational structure of USRL/
CYC and the role of USRA/TYC within the USRL/CYC family. This speech was
published in Ukrainian by USRL/CYC in 1959 (Edmonton) and in English by USRL/
CYC in 1965 (Toronto).
Lazarowich writes that there were few members and few USRA/TYC branches in
Canada. There were two reasons for this:
1. Rather than focusing on increasing membership and founding new locals,
the organization has taken a more active role in assisting other USRL/CYC
family organizations to grow and prosper – CYMK in particular, the
Institutes, building summer camps for the youth, summer school courses for
the youth and Ukrainian courses at St. Andrew’s College.
2. If USRA/TYC membership and branches were to come to view themselves
as promoters rather than helpers, they would not know what work, goals,
projects should be undertaken to enhance cultural national life in Canada
and with the Canadian culture in general.
Lazarowich was concerned about USRA/TYC growth. As the National USRA/TYC
President he felt that an explanation was required on projects that each branch
could undertake based on the USRL/CYC ideology of that time. He suggested the
following projects to the membership at the Provincial Convention in Edmonton:
1. Organize Ukrainian and Sunday Schools in the community and parish.
2. Create and organize CYMK local for the older youth.
3. Organize parishes of the Ukrainian Greek Orthodox Church of Canada
where none exist in a community.
4. Find suitable candidates for the Ministry of the Ukrainian Greek Orthodox
Church among young boys of high school age.
5. Provide financial support for the Institutes and students enrolled in summer
school programs.
6. Support the summer camps that are under the jurisdiction of the UGOCC.
7. Support and encourage the study of the Ukrainian language in the public
school system.
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8.

Encourage members to subscribe to the official organ of the church (Visnyk)
and the organization (Ukrainian Voice).
9. Be of constant support for USRL/CYC.
10. Encourage members to attend conventions and deliberations of the
organization.
Lazarowich provided leadership that was both positive and encouraging. He felt that
he had not exhausted all those things that could be done for this organization. He
noted that “the main thing is that every one of us find the opportunity to do something
for the organization. Those opportunities are many.”
In the National USRA/TYC Newsletter the membership was informed about
activities and concerns that the National Executive expressed. Two main concerns
were:
• Lack of membership/branch fees being sent to the National USRA/TYC
Executive
• Branches were not focused on attracting new members nor were the
Provincial USRA/TYC Executives establishing new branches.
The recruitment of new members and creation of new branches was a focus from the
previous convention and Lazarowich was concerned about this lack of focus.
Typically, Provincial USRA/TYC Executives would hold area conventions so that
they could attract new members and create new branches. This was not being done.
Lazarowich also reminded all that the individual member’s obligation was to pay his
membership dues to the branch and the branches’ obligation was to send in the fees
to the Provincial Executive. The Provincial Executive also needed to prepare
resolutions for the next USRL/CYC Convention, to ensure that the resolutions were
positive in nature and showed positive actions, and to prepare a written report of
activities in the past two years for the national convention.
By 31 December 1959 there were 407 paid USRA/TYC members and there were 20
National Homes with 536 members. The annual membership fee was $8.00 per
person.
In the April 1960 USRA/TYC Newsletter, Lazarowich outlined a series of tasks that
needed to be completed at the branch level.
1. Each branch had to have an AGM in December, January or February.
2. Each branch needed to have a membership drive and possibly help to
establish a new branch.
3. Each Provincial Executive needed to organize a local convention.
4. Each branch needed to select an organizer that would go out into the
province and try to establish new branches.
5. Each branch needed to collect membership fees and send them to the
National Executive.
6. Each branch executive needed to read the National USRA/TYC Newsletters
to its members.
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32nd USRL/CYC Convention
USRA/TYC Biennial Convention
Toronto, 1960
The next USRL/CYC Convention took place in Toronto, July 7 to 10, 1960. One of the
speakers at the Saturday, July 9th session, Kost Telychko spoke about “Our Tasks”
(Наші Завдання). Kost Telychko was National USRL/CYC General Secretary.
Although he spoke to the USRL/CYC delegates, his presentation dealt with the
obligatory tasks for all USRL/CYC family members and that included the USRA/
TYC membership and branches. His presentation on “Our Tasks” was the voice of
opinion for most Ukrainian Canadians in the USRL/CYC family.
The presentation was published in 1961 by the USRL/CYC National Executive in
Edmonton, Alberta.
Here is a general synopsis of the presentation:
• Since the first immigrants arrived in Canada in 1891 we have made great
gains in Canadian society (life) as well as in Ukrainian religious and cultural
community. How did this happen?
◦◦ We were able to take advantage of our independence and freedom in
Canada.
◦◦ We were able to work together on many issues.
◦◦ We did not forsake our cultural traditions but were able to retain
and enhance our traditions under foreign conditions.
• There was talk from people that the Ukrainian culture was not necessary
because it is old and not required in Canada. Telychko emphasized that this
was the wrong attitude.
• USRL/CYC needs to continue playing a role in the life of Ukrainians in
Canada. There are critics of the USRL/CYC organization and they say that
USRL/CYC has served its need and purpose and that it should be changed
or repurposed as a club or brotherhood in our church parishes. Telychko
went on to say that in the USRL/CYC National Bylaws USRL/CYC is an
organization that unites all Ukrainians Orthodox institutions under one
banner to lead lives of self-respect, self-help and self-reliance (самопошана,
самодіяльність і самостійність).
• Review and or revision of the following is required:
◦◦ organizational and USRL/CYC Bylaws;
◦◦ responsibilities for financing and providing support for National
USRL/CYC;
◦◦ publication of newsletters for all USRL/CYC organizations;
◦◦ ideology; and
◦◦ practical projects
• Telychko went on to say that in order to do all of this, we will have to work
together (співпраця).
• Greater emphasis needs to be placed on cultural/education work in the
community. There is a lack of teachers for Ukrainian language and music
learning, drama/actors, writers to the Ukrainian and English press, youth
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workers, leaders in our organizations, lack of candidates for priesthood and
the lack of the younger generation in our older organizations. Telychko felt
that the focus on these is imperative because without the leadership,
teachers and more involvement there would be a lack of growth in the
cultural/educational life of Ukrainians in Canada.
The younger generation does not support the USRL/CYC family
organizations. Telychko stated that the younger generation (individuals)
who are passive to our organizations need to be encouraged to become active
members.
We will need to work with our youth. This has always been important to us
in the past. The youth is our foundation for the future. We will need to use
some of our best teachers and all our financial resources to make sure that
they have a strong foundation. Telychko felt that if we lose our youth we
could lose a lot, even everything.
The Ukrainian language is very important. We cannot afford to lose the
language. At the moment two provinces have language curricula that can be
used in public schools. Telychko was quite adamant that we need to continue
teaching our children the Ukrainian language. He felt that we need to teach
Ukrainian where there is a strong Ukrainian presence in the community.
Finally, he felt that the teaching of the Ukrainian language should be one of
the goals in all of our organizations and that all of our children should be
bilingual.
We need to continue fighting communism at all costs.
We need to continue fighting for Ukrainian independence and support the
Ukrainian Government in Exile.
We need to morally and financially support the USRL/CYC National
Executive.

Kost Telychko’s conclusion was quite interesting. He stated the following:
“We, Ukrainians in Canada, should believe absolutely that for us will come
a time when we will be greeting the President from Kiev from a free and
democratic Ukraine. I always remember that the Lord calls all of us to work
together for the good and progress of our nation Canada and at the same
time to complete the historic mission for our people in Ukraine.”
If we were to evaluate the work of USRL/CYC, USRA/TYC, UWAC, CYMK and other
institutions, Kost Telychko’s points are always being addressed by these
organizations. Ukraine is a free nation and the USRL/CYC organizations now assist
Ukraine in many other ways. Other than that, USRA/TYC is focused on working and
supporting both Ukrainian and Canadian communities, supporting USRL/CYC and
UCC/KYK both morally and financially, reviewing our organization’s structure and
Bylaws, focusing on developing cultural programs and development of youth and
adult leaders, focusing on our youth in general and organizing and developing
Ukrainian language schools.
Peter Lazarowich was elected for a second term as National President of USRA/TYC.
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Part Two: 1960 – 1963
From 1960 to 1963 the focus remained on the following: attracting new members,
creating new branches and reporting to the National Executive about branch and
provincial activities.
In December 1960 Andrew Melnychuk was accepted by National USRL/CYC as one
of the organizers of new branches and responsible for keeping contact with established
branches of USRA/TYC and CYMK. He started working within Alberta by visiting
established branches. Other provinces were to be visited because organizational
work was needed everywhere. The National USRL/CYC Executive felt that two
organizers were required -- one for Eastern Canada and one for Western Canada. In
the end finances were the greatest obstacle and this project did not go beyond
Alberta.
In March of 1961, Lazarowich informed the membership that new branches had
been organized in Alberta, Saskatchewan and Ontario. Many new members had
joined the branches, AGMs had been held and that the USRA/TYC National
Executive had received annual branch reports. He was very pleased about this turn
of events, but he also stressed that this needed to continue. The success of the
organization at the local, provincial and national levels depended on following the
direction of conventions and the requirements that had been established at the
national level.
In the April 1961 USRA/TYC Newsletter the following were outlined as branch
tasks:
1. AGMs needed to be called;
2. obligatory payment of annual dues;
3. increase in branch membership;
4. branch reports needed to be sent to the National Executive;
5. send information about branch activities and special event to the Ukrainian
Voice;
6. order the new USRL/CYC Bylaws; and
7. take an active role and attend all USRL/CYC, USRA/TYC, and Ukrainian
community functions.
In 1961 the following suggestions were made for all USRL/CYC organizations:
• Special meetings should be called where the USRL/CYC ideology, structure
and practical tasks could be discussed. A review of the USRL/CYC
organization’s Bylaws should also be undertaken to make sure that everyone
could understand organizational goals and responsibilities. In 1958 Peter
Lazarowich presented his suggested projects to the USRA/TYC membership
at the Provincial Convention in Edmonton. He suggested that these should
also be reviewed at the branch level.
• The other concern and one of extreme importance was to enhance cultural
and educational knowledge among the membership. In particular, there
was a great concern that many were losing the Ukrainian language and in
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those homes where Ukrainian was not spoken the children would lose out
on learning the language. The focus was to make sure that Ukrainian
language classes were encouraged and that children had the opportunity to
learn.
In 1962, there was a lot of fundraising in the Ukrainian community at large. USRL/
CYC wanted to make sure that the Orthodox organizations focused in on raising
funds for the following:
• St. Andrew’s College Building Fund
• Institutes – St. John’s, Petro Mohyla and St. Vladimir
• Cathedrals
• USRL/CYC
• Local needs
• Branch needs
Other fundraising concerns should be put on hold until the above projects were
completed. These were the primary projects for which the members needed to raise
funds. Members were also informed about these needs at the local, provincial and
national levels.
In 1962 a page was reserved in the Ukrainian Voice for USRL/CYC and its component
organizations to send in articles about their organization, events and information.
This was a very positive addition for the USRL/CYC family organizations. Many
people read the newspaper and it could be a draw for new members or for the
establishment of new branches.
In the March 1961 and September 1962 Newsletters Lazarowich was very concerned
that branches were ignoring and not informing the younger generation about USRA/
TYC. Young men were not invited to meetings and as a result were not joining the
branches. He felt that recruitment of young men would be more successful by
approaching them individually, having socials, discussing the historic significance
and impact of USRL/CYC in the lives of Ukrainian Canadians and the community.
Peter Lazarowich provided able leadership as the National USRA/TYC President.
He had a constant flow of newsletters to his branches and shared his concerns and
successes with the membership. Many of the concerns he had at that time are still
concerns today.
The 1963 USRL/CYC Newsletter encouraged all members to prepare for the
Convention in Winnipeg. The convention was set for June 29/30 and July 1/2, 1963
in Winnipeg. Originally the convention should have been held in 1962 but there were
so many other conventions that it was decided to postpone the USRL/CYC Convention
to 1963. (Many members would have had difficulty attending all of the conventions.)
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33rd USRL/CYC Convention
USRA/TYC Biennial Convention
Winnipeg, 1963
The 1963 convention was a huge success. It was one of the best attended conventions
to date. Over 500 delegates and guests were registered. CYMKivtsi made up 150 of
that total. It was also noted that there were many young adults attending the USRA/
TYC and UWAC/CYK sessions.
Two very important resolutions were approved at this convention:
1. The USRL/SUS Foundation was established.
2. The established annual fees from the member organizations were cancelled.
A committee of all the national presidents of member organizations was
created to establish a new financial plan for the USRL/CYC National
Executive. The decisions made by this committee would be binding on the
member organizations.
The 1963 Convention also addressed the lack of young adults in USRA/TYC and
UWAC/CYK. It was decided that USRA/TYC National was going to be given the task
of including the Young Adults (for men and women) as a member organization within
the National Bylaws. This inclusion and subsequent bylaw changes would need to be
presented at the 1965 Convention for ratification.
At the National USRA/TYC session in 1963 Dr. Paul Kit was elected as National
President. The USRL/CYC National Executive went to Hamilton (President T.
Humeniuk), UWAC/CYK National Executive went to Edmonton (President A.
Tokarek), and the CYMK National Executive went to Hamilton (President B.
Radish).
New USRA/TYC Branches
Regina Branch

established November 9, 1958

Ottawa Branch

established November 16, 1960
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Dr. Paul Kit
National USRA/TYC President
1963 to 1967
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Chapter Four
Eastern Canada: 1963 to 1969
The National Executive was in Toronto. This was also the first time that the National
Executive was in Eastern Canada. The national office was in St. Vladimir Institute
(651 Spadina Avenue, Toronto, Ontario).

Part One: 1963 – 1965
Dr. Paul Kit, Toronto
The focus for the National Executive was on growth – increase memberships in
branches and increase the number of branches throughout Canada. At the Winnipeg
Convention a decision was made to have mixed USRA/TYC Branches. This was a
project that the new executive needed to investigate. This was a positive move for
USRA/TYC branches. The National Executive decided the following:
• If there was a city or location that did not have UWAC/CYK or a USRA/TYC
Branch, then a mixed gender USRA/TYC Branch could be established.
• Where there was a city or location that had a UWAC/CYK branch or a
USRA/TYC branch, it would need the approval of the older branches if a
mixed USRA/TYC branch was formed. At this time there many young adults
that did not belong to either organization and both organizations had tried
to form young UWAC/CYK branches and young USRA/TYC branches. This
concept did not have any success. The men and women did not join either
organization. The idea of a mixed gender USRA/TYC branch had more
prospects. At the USRL/CYC Convention in 1963 the National Executive
agreed to change the National Bylaws to reflect this change. In the USRA/
TYC archival records there is evidence that this concept was not formalized.
In the archives the USRA/TYC National Executive did propose amendments
in 1965 but this was one change that was not included in the proposed
amendments.1
1

Between 1960 and 1973 there weren’t any amendments to the National USRA/TYC Bylaws
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The National Executive had the following plan in mind for their term in office:
• increase membership, especially with young members that were sons of
USRA/TYC fathers;
• meet with young men in the communities and encourage them to join;
• encourage the branches to have interesting meetings;
• encourage the branches to keep working in their communities;
• encourage the branches to hold an AGM and complete a branch report for
the National Executive;
• ensure that membership fees are paid;
• have the membership attend all conventions – local, provincial and national;
and
• ensure that the branches support the Provincial and National Executives of
USRA/TYC and USRL/CYC.
The National USRA/TYC Executive instituted a trophy that would go to the
Provincial USRA/TYC Executive that had the greatest number of new members in
the province.
USRA/TYC membership fee at this time was $8.00 per member.
At the USRL/CYC Convention in 1963 a resolution was accepted and the SUS
Foundation became a reality. Dr. Paul Kit was one of the directors when the
Foundation was being organized. By November 1963, $21,000 had been raised for
the Foundation. In the USRA/TYC Newsletters the National President encouraged
USRA/TYC branches and individual members to donate to this very worthwhile
Foundation. The SUS Foundation received its Charter on May 11, 1965.
In the September 1964 USRA/TYC Newsletter the following items were stressed:
• members were encouraged to support the Ukrainian National Committee in
Exile;
• talks had begun about opening a national USRA/TYC administrative office;
• CYMK was one of this organization’s responsibilities;
• AGMs were very important and a branch report needed to be submitted to
the National Executive; and
• branches needed to be involved in Independence Day Celebrations (January),
Lesia Ukrainka Day (February), Taras Shevchenko Day (March) and Simon
Petlura and Ivan Franko Day (May).
On July 5, 1965 St. Andrew’s College was officially opened and all members were
called to attend the opening. This was another project that was encouraged by the
National Executive.
Dr. Paul Kit was a very active National President. He held meetings, wrote the
national newsletter, prepared suggestions for branch activities and made many
visitations to branches during his first term in office. During his first term in office
member branches received the first bilingual newsletters and this was a very positive
step in the organization.2
2

Dr. Paul Kit’s 1965 Biennial Report is included in the appendix.
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34th USRL/CYC Convention
USRA/TYC Biennial Convention
Toronto, 1965
The next USRL/CYC Convention took place in Toronto, July 9 to 11, 1965. Dr. Paul
Kit was elected for a second term.

Part Two: 1965 – 1967
Dr. Paul Kit, Toronto
In the fall of 1965 the USRA/TYC executive secretary, Bodnarchuk, made plans to
visit the eastern Canadian USRA/TYC branches. In the following year Bodnarchuk
visited Western Canada in October and November. The idea was to make contact,
review branch activity and present the work of the National USRA/TYC Executive.
The membership fee for each branch member in 1965 was $10.00. ($8.00 to National
USRA/TYC, $1.00 to Provincial USRA/TYC and $1.00 stayed with the branch.)
The following events were recommended for each branch:
• Armistice Day commemoration;
• an annual meeting of the branch in December;
• membership fees needed to be collected and sent to National;
• caroling needed to be organized;
• circulars needed to be read to all branch members;
• regional meetings needed to be arranged with the 2 or 3 locals nearest each
other;
• collection of funds for the SUS Foundation and the History of Ukrainian
Canadian Publication Fund; and
• Taras Shevchenko commemoration in March.
During this term the National Executive and the branches began making plans to
celebrate the following milestones:
• 75th Anniversary of Ukrainians in Canada (1966)
• 70th Anniversary of the Ukrainian Greek Orthodox Church of Canada (1967)
• 110th Anniversary of the birth of Ivan Franko
• 100th Anniversary of the birth of Mykhaylo Hrushevsky
• 100th Anniversary celebration of the Canadian Centenary
• 40th Anniversary of USRL/CYC (1967)
In 1966 the National Executive began working on a national emblem.
The SUS Foundation Charter and Bylaws were ready for print. It was hoped that
each USRA/TYC branch would form a committee of 3 to 5 individuals for the purpose
of collecting funds for the Foundation.
In 1965 the Saskatoon USRA/TYC branch under the guidance of P. Kulba and all
other organizations in Saskatchewan banded together and began working to raise
money for the Petro Mohyla Institute in Saskatoon.
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In July 1966 the National Executive began making plans for the General Convention
in 1967. The National Executives of both the USRL/CYC and USRA/TYC understood
that members needed to know about the organizational structure of both and that
this would help everyone understand the purpose and tasks that each had.
Preservation of the organizations was a key motivator for this initiative. The annual
budget of USRL/CYC needed to be reviewed. The idea of a fixed budget was required.
All USRA/TYC branches were informed that they must send in their proposed
convention resolution to the National Executive by March 1967.
Dr. Paul Kit served two terms as our National President. He took his responsibilities
very seriously, sent out USRA/TYC newsletters on a regular basis, had regular
meetings with his executive, attended many regional and provincial conferences,
represented our interests at the national level and kept in contact with all the
branches.3
35th USRL/CYC Convention
USRA/TYC Biennial Convention
Toronto, 1967
There were 475 delegates and guests at the 1967 Convention.
There were a number of approved hotels for the convention. The Royal York Hotel
was one of the approved hotels. Room charges were $12.00 to $14.50 per day for a
single occupancy room and $17.00 to $23.00 per day for double occupancy room.
The topics for discussion at the 1967 Convention included:
• increasing activity in component organizations (new members and new
branches);
• publishing needs for component organizations;
• USRA/TYC participation in CYMK development;
• practical ways to learn Ukrainian at home and school; and
• mixed gender USRA/TYC branches (an on-going discussion from the early
60’s).
There were five main resolutions presented at the 1967 Convention:
1. The USRL/CYC budget was set at $5,000 -- $1,500 each from USRA/TYC
and UWAC/CYK and $500 each from CYMK/UOY and the three Institutes.
2. Each USRL/CYC organization’s primary obligation is to support CYMK,
financially and otherwise.
3. Each component organization shall convene its own separate National
Convention every two years in all even years and USRL/CYC shall convene
its National Convention every two years in every odd year.
4. The USRA/TYC National Executive is empowered to establish locals or
branches in which young people of both genders could belong.
5. The National Convention recommends to the Consistory of the Ukrainian
Greek Orthodox Church of Canada that USRL/CYC and its component
organizations become the official lay organization of the church.
3

Dr. Paul Kit’s 1967 Biennial Report is included in the Appendix.
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The following resolutions were approved at the Convention in 1967:
1. The USRL/CYC budget was set at $5,000 but each organization would only
be responsible for 10% and that the other 40% would need to come from
general collections at all USRL/CYC organizations (banquets, concerts,
special events, etc.).
2. Because in some areas it is impossible to create separate USRA/TYC or
UWAC/CYK branches, it was agreed that USRA/TYC would establish new
branches with mixed gender membership.
3. Moral and financial assistance for our three institutes.
4. All member organizations will assist CYMK in the following ways:
a. USRL/CYC to establish a commission to investigate all cultural,
educational, and organizational problems and ways to resolve them;
b. hire an individual to write a CYMK program;
c. use the same office space as CYC, TYC and UWAC; and
d. raise money so to fulfill the above three points
5. Accept donations from members for the SUS Foundation and use the funds
generated for all good causes as decided by the Foundation Directors.

Part Three: 1967 – 1969
Isadore Oleskiw and
Andrij Oryshchak,
Toronto
Isadore Oleskiw was elected President of the USRA/TYC National Executive in
1967. After May 1968 Andrij Oryshchak took over the Presidency after Isadore
Oleskiw resigned for health reasons. The USRA/TYC National Executive remained
in Toronto.
In the first USRA/TYC newsletter, Oleskiw wrote to all the member branches and
stated that their next tasks would be based on the resolutions that were passed at
the 1967 General Convention.
• need to increase the organizational fund;
• need to work together in each area with CYMK, UWAC, etc.;
• need to make a plan to engage new members in branches, especially new
immigrants;
• need to make sure that more Ukrainian Voice subscriptions are sold;
• need to assist CYMK both morally and financially;
• need to stand by and work with the UGOC of Canada;
• respect the Ukrainian language and use it at home, school, organizations,
banquets, and weddings; and
• use the most up-to-date methodology to teach Ukrainian in our schools.
Each branch would need to make a plan so that the resolutions could be fulfilled. All
branch reports would need to include how the resolutions were fulfilled.
In 1967 USRA/TYC Yorkton was revitalized.
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In 1969 USRA/TYC had many branches and a huge membership across Canada.
PROVINCE

CITY

MEMBERSHIP

British Columbia

Vancouver

16

Alberta

Edmonton

106

Edmonton District

6

Calgary

21

Vegreville

17

Myrnam

10

Willingdon

6

Thorhild

4

Peno

3

Smokey Lake

7

Two Hills

1

Westlock

6

Canora

6

North Battleford

7

Prince Albert

15

Regina

23

Saskatoon

35

Yorkton

10

At Large

14

Dauphin

18

Winnipeg

47

Flin Flon

10

At Large

10

Hamilton

50

Toronto

31

Longbranch

39

Montreal

27

Niagara Falls

11

Oshawa

10

Ottawa

17

Windsor

52

29 Branches

636 Members

Saskatchewan

Manitoba

Eastern Canada

TOTAL
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36th USRL/CYC Convention
USRA/TYC Biennial Convention
Edmonton, 1969
In 1969 the USRL/CYC General Convention was held in Edmonton August 21 to 24,
1969.
Some of the major proposed resolutions were:
1. CYMK
a. Support financially or otherwise at the national, provincial or local
levels the Canadian Ukrainian Youth association (CYMK) and that a
program coordinator be hired to travel throughout Canada to revitalize
the local chapters.
b. A CYMK fund shall be established and each component organization
will pay $2,500.00 annually to this fund.
c. USRL/CYC enters into discussions with the Ukrainian Greek Orthodox
Church of Canada in order to obtain from the church a firm commitment
and agreement to support CYMK.
2. Budget -- The USRL/CYC annual budget will be fixed at $20,000 -- UWAC
and USRA/TYC to cover 15% of the budget (totals 30%); each USRL/CYC
Provincial Executive to cover 10% (totals 50%); and CYMK, St. John’s
Institute, Mohyla Institute and St. Vladimir’s Institute to each cover 5% of
the budget (20%).
3. Mixed gender organization – USRL/CYC authorized to establish an
organization in which both sexes could be members and create locals/
branches across Canada.
4. Canadian government – Urge the Canadian Government to protect the
rights of those Canadians who are neither French nor English and that the
new Canadian Bill of Rights should guarantee the rights of all Canadians to
retain the culture, traditions, customs and languages of their forefathers.
5. SUS Foundation -- All component member organizations of USRL/CYC
shall become members of the SUS Foundation (Charter was obtained on
May 11, 1965) and shall contribute a minimum of $200 to the Capital Fund.
All of these proposed resolutions would affect the USRA/TYC National Executive
and the branches across Canada. The organization worked closely with all component
and affiliate USRL/CYC organizations.
Metro Kereluke was elected National President of USRA/TYC. The National
Executive was moved to Regina.
New USRA/TYC Branches
Windsor Branch

established: October 17, 1965

Long Branch (St. Demetrius)

established: February 8, 1968
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Metro Kereluke
National USRA/TYC President
1969 to 1973
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Chapter Five
1969 to 1973
Metro Kereluke, Regina
Metro Kereluke was the National USRA/TYC President for two terms: 1969 to 1971
and 1971 to 1973. During his time in office there was a lot of inward thinking about
the organization at both the USRA and USRL levels.

Part One: 1969 – 1971
In November 1969 Yars Lozowchuk presented a paper entitled “The Changing
Nature of Ethnic Group Life in Canada and Its Implication to Ethnic Organizations:
with Special Reference to the Ukrainian Self- Reliance League”. In his presentation
Yars stated that, “TYC and CYC have lost prestige, influence, membership and have
failed to adjust to the changes that have taken place in Canadian Society.”
Furthermore, he stated that the organizations exist for the sake of existing and that
both CYC and TYC do not appeal to the younger generation. CYC is facing a crisis!
In the end Yars stated that there were two directions that CYC could take:
1. to become a specialized Ukrainian interest group organization, and
2. to become an exclusive church-oriented organization
He felt that there was a need to analyze the present state of the community/
organizations in Canada, to develop a plan of action, to address the many problems
in our community, including youth, because there was no ideological plan in CYMK.
A list of 30 potential leaders and a location had to be established for this conference.
At its 31 December 1969 meeting the USRL/CYC National Executive established a
committee to investigate and report back on this one specific issue or question of the
present state of USRL/CYC. Yars Lozowchuk was selected to chair the committee.
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There had been many changes in the Ukrainian Canadian community at that time:
• a movement from rural to urban community;
• assimilation through marriage which resulted in loss of language/culture;
• the domination of Communism and Russian Imperialism in Ukrainian life
in Ukraine; and
• the English attitude towards other cultures in Canada.
Membership and morale in the USRL/CYC family organizations was low. USRL/
CYC continued to have the same plan that they had had for the past 30 years.
Change was difficult.
Conference objective: Give members in the USRL/CYC family that are worried
about the community the opportunity to discuss, along with other professional
individuals, the problems and the work that is ahead for the organization so that
goals could be established and attained. The result would lead to a better
understanding of the conditions and situation that existed in the organization. As a
result, members in the community would have a better perspective in resolving the
problem and could plan a program to revitalize the organization. The conference was
set for February 5-7, 1971 in Saskatoon. The main presenters were Yars Lozowchuk
– The Future of the Ukrainian Ethnic Group in Canada, William Hawrelak –
Financial Situation in Our Organizations and Orest Zastavny – Our Responsibility
to Ukraine.
At the June 26, 1970 meeting of the National Executive one of the main points of
discussion was the lack of payment of membership fees and the lack of annual branch
reports. There was also discussion about revitalizing the Dauphin Branch and
Melville becoming a new branch in 1970.
Martin Zip, National USRL/CYC Executive Secretary, assisted the National USRA/
TYC Executive during this term (1969-1971). He was able to complete the following
for the organization:
1. a master list of all USRA/TYC members
2. the preparation of financial statements
3. a list of National Halls
4. the creation and mailing of USRA/TYC membership cards
5. the publication of USRA/TYC Bulletins on gestetner and their mailing
6. the preparation and mailing of membership and annual meeting report
forms
This was a responsibility that the National USRL/CYC had given Martin Zip because
there was a need to be in closer communication with USRA/TYC. Martin Zip also
attended all of the USRA/TYC National Executive meetings.
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Total membership in USRA/TYC between September 1969 and October 1970 was
497.
British Columbia/Alberta

151

Saskatchewan

138

Manitoba

84

Eastern Canada

124

Part Two: 1971 – 1973
37th USRL/CYC Convention
USRA/TYC Biennial Convention
Saskatoon, 1971
In 1971 the General Convention was held in Saskatoon (July 1-4, 1971). There were
645 registered delegates at this convention: USRA/TYC-132 delegates, UWAC/CYK181 delegates, CYMK-332 delegates.
Metro Kereluke was elected for a second term and on his executive were two members
of the clergy, Rev. Fr. Oleg Krawchenko and Rev. Fr. O. Moroz. This was the first
time that priests from the UGOCC were elected members of the National USRA/
TYC Executive.
Branches were asked to review all the decisions that were made at the USRA/TYC
sessions so that all members would be aware of the tasks ahead. The direction given
to all branches from the national office included:
1. continue to seek new members for the branches
2. collect all membership fees and send them to the national office
3. send a complete list of members and the executive members to National
Executive
4. send in a branch report on branch activities at least once per year
5. hold meetings at least nine times per year and an AGM in December
During his second term as National President, Metro Kereluke was very active.
From July 8, 1971 to August 27, 1973, the National Executive met 47 times (minutes
have been archived), the executive members traveled across the country and visited
many different branches, some branches were revitalized and others were organized,
provincial and national conferences/meetings were attended and communication
with all was through newsletters and correspondence. Kereluke was concerned that
a lack of communication was one of the problems that the organization had and, as
a result, he made sure that all the Minutes of the National Executive were sent to
the Branches, Provincial Executives and CYC, UWAC and CYMK National
Executives.
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During Metro Kereluke’s second term in office two main issues were addressed and
presented to the USRA/TYC membership: the revision of the National USRA/TYC
Bylaws and the preparation and publication of an article on TYC that would explain
and clarify any questions about the national organization.
The National USRA/TYC Bylaws were amended at the 1973 USRL/CYC General
Convention. The committee members were Metro Kereluke, Rev. Fr. Oleg
Krawchenko and Paul Hleck. The amendments were sent to all the branches,
reviewed and edited a number of times. The process was fair and positive1.
The publication about TYC was a labour of love and it coincided with the amending
of the National Bylaws. The publication was called, “ЩО ТО Є ТУС?” – “WHAT IS
USRA/TYC?”2. Metro Kereluke and Rev. Fr. O. Krawchenko worked on this
publication and they did receive a lot of input from their executive members. There
is common as well as different information in each text but in general the following
topics were covered:
1. What is TYC?
2. How did TYC originate?
3. What is the structure of TYC?
4. When and how is a Dominion TYC Executive elected?
5. What are the Provincial TYC Executive’s responsibilities?
6. Goal and tasks of TYC
7. How does TYC complete its tasks and responsibilities?
8. What attitude does TYC take towards the Ukrainian Greek Orthodox
Church?
9. What attitude does TYC take towards its Institutes – St. John, Mohyla and
St. Vladimir
10. Membership
11. Member responsibilities
12. Membership fees
13. Why do members enroll in TYC?
14. Desirable traits and characteristics in leaders and executive members
15. Conferences
16. TYC Constitution
17. New branches and new members
18. Ukrainian summer camps
This was distributed to all USRA/TYC Branches and members in Canada.
The Newsletter was also very important to the National Executive and Rev. Fr. Oleg
Krawchenko took on the task of editing and preparing the newsletter for printing.
In 1973 two branches were renewed: North Battleford and Prince Albert. This was
completed with the help of Saskatchewan Provincial USRA/TYC.

1

The 1973 edition of the National USRA/TYC Bylaws can be found in the USRA/TYC archives

2

This publication is in the appendix (Ukrainian and English text) and it makes for a very interesting discussion
about the organization.
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In March 1973 the National Executive was informed that USRA/TYC Hamilton had
made a donation of $20,000 to the St. Vladimir Institute in Toronto and that they
had pledged another $5,000.
The final meeting of his National Executive took place on August 27, 1973 and he
decided that he would not stand for reelection. Rev. Fr. O. Krawchenko was being
transferred to another parish and his tenure would not be renewed.
Metro Kereluke took his obligations and leadership very seriously. He wanted the
organization to succeed.
38th USRL/CYC Convention
USRA/TYC Biennial Convention
Winnipeg, 1973
In 1973 the General Convention was held in Winnipeg (August 29-32 and September
1-2, 1973). The Convention topic was “Broadening and Strengthening of Our
Organizations”.
Dr. Leo Faryna of Edmonton was elected National President. The national office
moved to Edmonton where it remained for twelve years.
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Dr. Leo Faryna
National USRA/TYC President
1973 to 1975
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Chapter Six
Introduction
This was a very interesting time period in USRA/TYC history. Seven different
presidents took office and provided leadership for the USRA/TYC Branches across
Canada.
1. 1973 to 1975 – Dr. Leo Faryna
2. 1975 to 1977 – Andrew Melnychuk
3. 1977 to 1979 – Otto Jereniuk
4. 1979 to 1981 – Otto Jereniuk/Richard Samoil
5. 1981 to 1983 – Yaroslav Skrypnyk
6. 1983 to 1985 – Rev. Fr. Meroslaw Kryschuk
Dr. Leo Faryna, Andrew Melnychuk, Otto Jereniuk and Yaroslav Skrypnyk were
also elected as USRL/CYC National Presidents when their terms were completed as
USRA/TYC Presidents. During this same time period the office of the National
USRA/TYC Executive was at St. John’s Institute in Edmonton and the Executive
Secretary was Anne Danelovich. Anne Danelovich was engaged to do all the typing,
processing and filing for the National Executive. She also worked at the Institute
and combined the two responsibilities. From 1973 to 1978 Stephania Paush was the
Corresponding Secretary for the National Executive. All of these individuals were
active leaders in the Edmonton community.

1973 – 1975
Dr. Leo Faryna, Edmonton
The newly-elected executive of USRA/TYC did not receive all the materials from the
Kereluke administration until December 7, 1973. The USRL/CYC organizations
continued to have annual provincial conventions that were a huge highlight for the
members.
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The first USRA/TYC Newsletter was sent to all members in April 1974. In the
newsletter the following items were stressed:
• Each Branch is required to report membership and make sure that dues are
sent to the national office.
• Each Branch is required to enroll new members.
• Provincial Executives are encouraged to visit Branches.
• Annual reports are needed for the National Executive and the Branch needs
to hold an Annual General Meeting.
The National Executive began to organize a systematic membership list.
The new executive held regular meetings. Many decisions were made by the USRA/
TYC National Executive:
• All Branches were encouraged to raise capital for the SUS Foundation.
• Discussion on enrolling new members centered on sending out individuals
to rural areas, advertising in the UGOC newspaper and having St. Andrew’s
College prepare information on the organization. This was a constant
discussion during most of the executive meetings.
• 1974 Membership in Canada:
Eastern Canada
Manitoba
Saskatchewan
Alberta
British Columbia

•
•
•
•

224
97
221
153
19

Rev. Fr. Meroslaw Kryschuk was the USRA/TYC representative on the
Ukrainian Canadian Congress (UCC/KYK) National Executive.
One copy of the National USRA/TYC Bylaws was to be sent to each Branch
and if more was required the Branch would be charged fifty cents.
Membership cards for all paid members were prepared.
The 1975 USRL/CYC General Convention was discussed and the National
Executive began preparations. USRL/CYC General Convention was to be
held on August 20 to 24 in Edmonton.
SUND had only two branches (Vancouver and Windsor) by 1975 and the
National Executive did not know what to do.
There were many other Orthodox men’s organizations in Edmonton (Trident
Club, St. John’s Fraternal, St. Andrew’s Men’s and St. Michael’s Men) and
they were not part of USRA/TYC. In the end the National Executive felt
that these organizations should become member organizations of USRL/
CYC.

An interesting resolution was made and passed at the Ukrainian Greek Orthodox
Church of Canada Sobor in 1975. The Sobor resolution, “The UGOC of Canada
recognizes USRL/CYC and its component organizations USRA/TYC, UWAC/CYK,
CYMK and its affiliate organizations, the Institutes, as lay organizations of the
UGOC of Canada and calls all the clergy and laity faithful to support USRL/CYC
and its component and affiliate organizations.”
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USRL/CYC Provincial Convention
Winnipeg, 1974
At the Provincial Convention of USRL/CYC in Manitoba, November 9, 1974, Very
Rev. Fr. Frank Kernetsky spoke to the USRA/TYC delegates. The theme of the
Convention was, “БЕЗ МИНУЛОМУ НЕ МОЖЕ БУТИ МАЙБУТНЬОГО”
(Without the Past There Cannot Be a Future). Very Rev. Frank Kernetsky presented
a very honest and open statement to the USRL/TYC delegates. He stated the
following:
“The USRL/CYC family organizations have three very important guiding
principles: self-reliance, self-help and self-respect (самопошана,
самодіяльність і самостійність). Every TYC member must never allow
anyone to speak untruths about our organization. Today we are experiencing
certain difficulties (певний перелом). We all need to wake up and work
toward a successful organizational strength. Today we have few members.
We need to find young men who will awaken the organization and engage
other young men. We lost many young men when they moved to the cities
from the rural areas, began using more English in their homes, were
embarrassed to be Ukrainian, forsook the Ukrainian culture and as a result
many were assimilated. Because of TV, sports and other external influences
many do not understand the cultural background and their Orthodox
church. There is a lack of cooperation between the church and our
organizations. The UGOC of Canada, Bishops and the parish leadership
should be worried about the fate of our people.”
“Треба сказати, що громадський сектор, без співпраці з Церквою, які
Церква без співпраці громадянства, не може існувати, а тим більше
розвивaтися.”
“The community without the cooperation of the church and the church
without the cooperation of the community cannot exist and furthermore will
not develop or grow.”
“In every organization the members need to be soldiers and honest and giving
workers. All members have obligations. We will need to raise our children
with these characteristics. We cannot have members that are not involved.”
“What does the future hold for us? To retain our religious and cultural life we
must:
coordinate our work with the member organizations, TYC CYK, CYMK,
Institutes, and we should have one centre;
1. set up a permanent office in Winnipeg so that we can have close ties
with the Ukrainian Voice (newspaper), Ukrainian Canadian
Congress (UCC) and the Ukrainian Greek Orthodox Church of
Canada (UGOCC);
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2.
3.

4.
5.
6.
7.

have an administrator who knows our ideology, structure and
needs. Moving the office from one city to another has its negative
effects;
The President can live outside of the centre. There will be a
permanent administrator and secretary. Too often the President
needs to take the time to get informed and this will not be the case
with a permanent home office.
bring centres without a Branch into the organization;
encourage every TYC member to be an active member of the UGOC
of Canada;
enlist missionary workers; and
not form new organizations. We need to support USRL/CYC and its
member organizations.”

Finally, Rev. Kernetsky stated the following:
“Не критикуймо, а будуймо!”
“Let’s not criticize, let’s build”1
The USRA/TYC National Executive was very concerned about the state of the
organization in Canada. Members were getting older and few young men were
joining. There was a lot of external influence on individuals such as TV, sports
(football and hockey) and work. Many Ukrainians did not speak their mother tongue.
People in general were not going to church on a regular basis and the church was not
the center of their lives. (This was a problem for all cultural groups in Canada.) Rev.
Fr. Kernetsky wanted to emphasize that the organization (USRA/TYC) and the
church are important to us and that there needs to be cooperation which will result
in success for both.
39th USRL/CYC Convention
USRA/TYC Biennial Convention
Edmonton, 1975
At the 1975 USRA/TYC General Convention Andrew Melnychuk was elected as the
next President and Dr. Leo Faryna was elected as the National USRL/CYC Secretary.
Both individuals worked tirelessly for the USRA/TYC organization and for the
Ukrainian Orthodox community at large.

1

Ukrainian Voice, Winnipeg, Man., Wednesday, December 4, 1974, page eight
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Andrew Melnychuk
National USRA/TYC President
1975 to 1977
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Chapter Seven
1975 to 1977
Andrew Melnychuk, Edmonton
Andrew Melnychuk was a strong, well-respected leader within the Ukrainian
Orthodox community in Edmonton. When he took over as National President of
USRA/TYC, he was as concerned for the organization as had been previous presidents.
In the first Newsletter, September/October 1975, Andrew Melnychuk made it clear
that the new executive would work on behalf of all USRA/TYC members and that he
wanted to rectify the apathy within the ranks. He believed that with cooperation a
lot could be accomplished.
In his second Newsletter, November/December 1975 he was very concerned about
the lack of response from the branches. The branches did not respond to letters or
requests. As a result, Andrew Melnychuk prepared a booklet for all the USRA/TYC
membership that outlined the aims and objectives of USRA/TYC and a list of all the
potential members. He also suggested a program that all branches could use within
their branch.
The focus for the 1975 to 1977 National Executive included:
1. the SUS Foundation
2. the proposed UWAC/CYK museum in Saskatoon
3. the improvement of communication
4. membership drives
5. members’ handbook
6. the reactivation of USRL/CYC page in the Ukrainian Voice
7. assistance to CYMK
Andrew Melnychuk’s executive had about 20 meetings during this time period.
Andrew Melnychuk attended Provincial USRA/TYC Conventions in Winnipeg,
Saskatoon and Edmonton as well as the USRL/CYC Convention in Saskatoon.
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This executive had three main projects:
1. a SUS Foundation fundraising drive that ended in October 1976
2. a movement to have St. Andrew’s College institute a curriculum for Sunday
School teachers and cantors
3. Canada-wide membership drives from November 1976 to January 1977.
There were very few young members in the branches. Many young men and
USRA/TYC members in general did not understand the makeup of USRL/
CYC and its affiliate organizations and also their aims and goals. To this
extent he also prepared a members’ handbook where everything was
explained.
Andrew Melnychuk also mentioned in his newsletters and letters that in the last two
years he saw few branches being organized. At this time (1976) there were 29 USRA/
TYC branches in Canada.
Eastern Canada

Thunder Bay
Windsor
Hamilton
Grimsby
Niagara Falls
Toronto
Montreal
Long Branch
Oshawa
Ottawa

Saskatchewan

Regina
Wakaw
Saskatoon
Yorkton
Canora
Prince Albert

Alberta

Edmonton
Calgary
Willingdon/Andrew
Vegreville
Edmonton District
Myrnam
Smokey Lake
Westlock
Pino
Thorhild

Manitoba

Winnipeg
Dauphin
Flin Flon

British Columbia

Vancouver
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Andrew Melnychuk was very upset with the problems facing both the USRA/TYC
and USRL/CYC. He analyzed the problem and came up with the following reasons:
1. We are not working together. The church leaders are ignoring the lay
leaders and making their own decisions, following a different path. If our
goals are parallel then we need to work together.
2. We need to have all the priests as members of USRA/TYC.
3. We lack permanent organizers (постійнi організатори) who can go across
Canada and gather the flock that has drifted away from our organization
and from the church.
4. We need to have USRA/TYC Branches in every location where we have a
church and a UWAC/CYK Branch.
5. The secular world is drawing us away from joining our USRL/CYC
organizations. As a result we are materially wealthy but have lost our
organizational and church focus.
40th USRL/CYC Convention
USRA/TYC Biennial Convention
Saskatoon, 1977
The General Convention of USRL/CYC took place in Saskatoon on August 17 to 21,
1977. CYC celebrated its 50th Anniversary at the Convention. The theme of the
Convention was:
“На здобутках минулого, будуймо світле майбутне.”
“On the Achievement of the Past Let Us Build a Bright Future.”
At the Convention the USRA/TYC delegates elected Otto Jereniuk as the next
President. Andrew Melnychuk took on a role as Past President and Dr. Leo Faryna
became the USRL/CYC National President.
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Otto Jereniuk
National USRA/TYC President
1977 to 1980
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Chapter Eight
1977 to 1981
Part One: 1977 – 12 November 1980
Otto Jereniuk, Edmonton
The first Newsletter from this Executive came out in December 1977. The following
information was shared with the USRA/TYC Branches and membership:
1. All branch meetings need to be held regularly and there needs to be a plan
for lectures, plays and concerts. Cooperation with other CYC affiliate
organizations was required in these extra endeavours.
2. Branches need to be more involved in Canadian political and national
matters.
3. The UWAC Museum in Saskatoon needs assistance in raising funds for
their new museum building.
4. All must endeavour to comply with the resolutions that were accepted at the
USRL/CYC General Convention.
In the second Newsletter, April 1978, the following items were presented for
consideration by all branches:
1. All members need to subscribe to Ukrainian Voice.
2. Membership dues and branch reports need to be sent to the national office.
3. USRA/TYC will be celebrating its 40th Anniversary in 1978. The National
Executive wants each branch and provincial executive to commemorate this
historic event.
4. SUS Foundation requires donations for the capital fund.
5. Youth needs to be drawn into the USRL/CYC family organizations. The
children need to be taught about Ukrainian organizational life in Canada.
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National USRA/TYC Presidents’ Conference
Edmonton, 1978
At the National USRA/TYC Presidents’ Conference in Edmonton (May 20-22, 1978)
the main topic of discussion was the creation of a National USRA/TYC Program.
Eight broad goals were presented to the delegates who were then tasked to agree on
concrete activities that could be put into action at the Branch, Provincial and
National Executive levels. The following were the broad goals:
1. to foster, promote, maintain and perpetuate in the national life of Canada
the finest spiritual elements, cultural elements and traditions of the
Ukrainian people;
2. to develop and maintain in its members profound pride, love and respect for
their Ukrainian heritage and to promote their instruction in history and
geography of Ukraine and its literature, music, arts, and crafts, traditions
and customs as distinctive attributes of their identity;
3. to establish, maintain and finance libraries, museums, institutions of
learning; sponsor educational programs and disseminate Ukrainian
literature;
4. to assist and contribute to the continued growth and expansion of the
Ukrainian Greek Orthodox Church of Canada;
5. to promote within the Ukrainian community in Canada an attitude of
excellence in Canadian citizenship; to cultivate among its members a deep
and abiding understanding of, and respect for, parliamentary institutions
and the rule of law, and the obligations to respect the rights of others as is
inherent in present practice in Canada;
6. to encourage its members to take an active interest in the community in
which they live and to provide leadership in correcting wrongs and social
injustices, combating social, political and religious prejudices and
intolerances;
7. to encourage its members, by precept and example, to lead lives based on
the principle of self-respect, self-reliance and resourcefulness, and to guide
their lives by the highest moral and ethical standards; and
8. to afford to its members the usual privileges, advantages, conveniences and
accommodations of the association and to promote good fellowship and
brotherhood amongst its members.
The results of this very dynamic topic, specifically the concrete actions that can be
taken by the USRA/TYC branches and membership can be found in the index under
the title, NATIONAL TUS PROGRAM.
When the third Newsletter was sent out in December 1978, the focus was on upcoming Provincial Conventions, membership dues, Ukrainian language and CYMK.
The Provincial Conventions were held in the fall of 1978:
• Eastern Canada: Toronto, October 6-9
• British Columbia: Vancouver, October 6-8
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•
•
•

Alberta: Edmonton, October 27-29
Saskatchewan: Yorkton, November 3-5
Manitoba: Winnipeg, November 10-12

USRA/TYC Provincial Conference
Toronto 1978
Otto Jereniuk attended the Provincial Conference in Eastern Canada (Toronto). He
was the main speaker. In his address he spoke about the following:
• There is a lack of organizational discipline and communication in USRA/
TYC. Newsletters are not read and letters are not answered. As a result
there is a lack of constructive progress in organizational work.
• There is concern for the lack of interest in the radio and TV broadcasts of
Ukrainian programs. Individuals are more apt to watch sports. This could
lead to the cancellation of these Ukrainian programs.
• Ukraine is under communist rule.
• There are over 600,000 Canadians of Ukrainian ancestry.
• Current youth needs to know and understand the history of immigration to
Canada, their successes and in turn they must feel that they are equal to all
Canadians. The youth of today must be taught this history.
• There are Ukrainians in Canada that do not speak Ukrainian at home and
in some USRL/CYC organizations. The Ukrainian language needs to spoken
at home, in churches, and in organizations.
• If the Ukrainian language is lost, so too will be the Ukrainian Canadian
identity (ethnicity). A lost language cannot be resurrected.
• Spiritual strength is of vital importance.
• In December 1977 the SUS Foundation had $206,628 in their capital fund.
The fundraising campaign must be continued. The goal remains $1,000,000.
There is a long way to go.
• USRA/TYC was officially formed on December 28, 1938 and celebrations of
this important 40th Anniversary must be held throughout Canada.
Otto Jereniuk, like all of the previous USRA/TYC Presidents, provided leadership
and took pride in his TYC organization. He wanted the organization to grow and
succeed within the Ukrainian Orthodox community.
In 1979 USRA/TYC had fewer branches but a larger membership across Canada
than they had in 1969.
PROVINCE

CITY

MEMBERSHIP

British Columbia

Vancouver

28

Kelowna

7

Edmonton

113

Edmonton District

46

Calgary

33

Alberta

59

Saskatchewan

Manitoba

Eastern Canada

TOTALS

Canora

35

Cutworth/Wakaw

16

Regina

43

Saskatoon

63

Yorkton

25

Dauphin

32

Winnipeg

56

Flin Flon

13

Hamilton

63

Grimsby

18

Toronto

39

Montreal

30

Thunder Bay

16

Niagara Falls

10

Oshawa

17

Ottawa

23

Windsor
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22 Branches

778 Members

41st USRL/CYC Convention
USRA/TYC Biennial Convention
Hamilton, 1979
The USRL/CYC General Convention was held in Hamilton, August 1-5 1979. At the
Convention Otto Jereniuk was re-elected as the USRA/TYC National President and
Dr. Leo Faryna was elected as USRL/CYC National President. Richard Samoil was
elected as Vice President and he had to play a key role during this term.

Part Two: 12 November 1980 – 1981
Richard Samoil, Edmonton
During this period (1979 to 1981) in USRA/TYC history there were some sad
unforeseen circumstances that befell the organization. Dr. Leo Faryna, President of
USRA/TYC (1973 to 1975) and the President of USRL/CYC passed away in November
1980. Otto Jereniuk, who not only was President of USRA/TYC but also First VicePresident of USRL/CYC, took over as National USRL/CYC President and Richard
Samoil took on the position of President of National USRA/TYC. As well, on the
National USRA/TYC Executive Vasyl Krawetz, the Corresponding Secretary passed
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Richard Samoil
National USRA/TYC President
1980 to 1981
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away on April 9, 1980 and Rev. Fr. O. Chomiak, the Recording Secretary, passed
away on September 9, 1980. In the archives of USRA/TYC no one took over the
position of Corresponding Secretary and Andrew Melnychuk took over as Recording
Secretary. Within the span of eight months three leaders in the Edmonton and
National USRA/TYC communities passed away leaving a huge void. Dr. Leo Faryna
was a much respected leader. Otto Jereniuk had stated, “No one can replace Dr.
Leo!”
Nevertheless, organizational life began shortly after the General Convention. In the
January Newsletter the following was stressed:
• Membership fees for 1980 were $20.00 per member. ($15 to National, $3 to
Provincial and $2 to the Branch)
• In March 1980 all Provincial USRA/TYC Presidents and Secretaries would
meet in Edmonton with the National USRA/TYC Executive.
• Richard Samoil was chairing the SUS Foundation capital fund drive.
• USRA/TYC Branches needed to assist Provincial Executives in forming
USRA/TYC Branches where none exist.
• All 1979 USRA/TYC Resolutions needed to be acted on by each branch. The
resolutions dealt with the following:
◦◦ organizational discipline
◦◦ inter-organizational discipline with other USRL/CYC member
organizations
◦◦ teaching of the Ukrainian language
◦◦ assisting CYMK in every possible way
◦◦ assisting with the teaching of religion
◦◦ studying the USRA/TYC and USRL/CYC Constitutions
In the May 1980 Newsletter members were reminded to follow through with the
resolutions and to dedicate time on cultural/educational programs such as reading
Ukrainian newspapers, listening to the Ukrainian radio programs and organizing
cultural programs in their communities.
In the November 1980 Newsletter the National Executive reminded all branches to
prepare resolutions for the 1981 General Convention and send them to the National
Executive in due time. A master list showed all the new USRA/TYC members across
Canada. Membership was also informed of the passing of Dr. Leo Faryna and that
Richard Samoil was now the USRA/TYC National President.
Richard Samoil prepared all the USRA/TYC branches for the next USRL/CYC
General Convention. The Convention was set for August 20-23, 1981 in Edmonton.
Member organizations were going to celebrate the 50th Anniversary of CYMK. The
General Convention theme was:
“Збереження Української Православної Індентичности в Канаді!
“Retention of the Ukrainian Orthodox Identity in Canada!”
USRA/TYC Branches were called upon to have special meetings to discuss this
theme and to come to an understanding of the word “assimilation” and how to
approach and resolve this issue. Richard Samoil stated that 1981 needed to be the
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year of the rebirth of our organizations and the fight against assimilation. It was
imperative that the Ukrainian Greek Orthodox Church of Canada, USRL/CYC and
its component and affiliate organizations to work together to resolve this issue.
The National Executive had also heard that the following proposals were going to be
presented at the USRA/TYC Biennial Meeting in Edmonton:
• acceptance of members from mixed marriages
• English as the official second language of the organization
• official USRA/TYC newsletters to be a part of the Promin publication.
Branches were encouraged to study these issues, prepare their own resolutions and
be prepared to discuss them at the convention.
42nd USRL/CYC Convention
USRA/TYC Biennial Convention
Edmonton, 1981
The resolutions that were accepted at the 1981 General Convention were:
1. National USRA/TYC is to meet with local USRL/CYC and CYMK to ask for
aid in forming new USRA/TYC Branches.
2. National USRA/TYC is to meet with the local members of the Consistory to
solicit aid in forming new Branches.
3. Provincial USRA/TYC Executives need to communicate with local church
parish executives and inform them of the purpose and activities of this
organization.
4. Each local USRA/TYC Branch needs to formulate a membership drive.
5. National Executives of USRA/TYC, UWAC/CYK, CYMK are to meet to
formulate a procedure to facilitate the transition of CYMK members to local
USRA/TYC and UWAC/CYK Branches.
6. National USRL/CYC is to formulate a program that would aid youth in
retaining their Ukrainian identity.
7. Each Branch is to use twenty-five percent of its budgets for the purpose of
publishing and advancement of the Ukrainian heritage.
8. SUS Foundation is to use part of its budget for the publication of materials.
At the 1981 General Convention in Edmonton Yaroslav Skrypnyk was elected as
National USRA/TYC President. Andrew Melnychuk was elected National USRL/
CYC President.
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Yaroslaw Skrypnyk
National USRA/TYC President
1981 to 1983
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Chapter Nine
1981 to 1983
Yaroslav Skrypnyk, Edmonton
Yaroslav Skrypnyk began his term in office with certain directives that were decided
by the delegates at the USRL/CYC General Convention.
In November 1981 the National USRA/TYC Executive sent out its first newsletter.
In the newsletter the USRA/TYC Provincial Executives were reminded that all
newly-elected executive lists had to be sent to the national office and that a member
needed to be appointed for the SUS Foundation fundraising drive. The National
Executive was also compiling a master membership list. He also included the
resolutions passed at the 1981 Convention.
In a letter dated February 1, 1983 Y. Skrypnyk wrote about Holodomor and issued a
reminder to all USRA/TYC Branches that Holodomor needs to be remembered and
commemorated in the community and that the world must be informed about this
tragedy. He also sent out materials on the topic. As well, he had been working on the
National USRA/TYC and the USRL/CYC Bylaws and the changes were being
proposed at the 1983 General Convention. It needs to be noted that the National
USRA/TYC Bylaws proposed changes to the executive to include all the Provincial
USRA/TYC Presidents and Vice Presidents.
In April of 1983 Yaroslav Skrypnyk informed the Provincial and Branch Executives
to prepare a report on their activities for the Biennial General Convention. All
Branches needed to also prepare written resolutions for discussion. The USRL/CYC
General Convention was scheduled for July 27 to 31, 1983 in Saskatoon.
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43rd USRL/CYC Convention
USRA/TYC Biennial Convention
Saskatoon, 1983
The theme of the convention was:
“Родина – База Самостійницького Життя!”
“The Family – The Basis for Self-Reliant Life!”
In Yaroslav Skrypnyk’s convention report he stated the following:
• There cannot be a successful National USRA/TYC Executive if there are no
well-organized Provincial USRA/TYC Executives. In British Columbia all
branches will become part of the Alberta Provincial TYC. Eastern Canada
includes Ontario and Quebec.
• Membership dues need to be submitted in a timelier manner. Branches
need to make sure that members pay their dues.
• New branches have been formed and some branches have increased in
number. This is very favorable for the future growth of the organization.
• The SUS Foundation fundraising was chaired by W. Sawchuk on behalf of
National USRA/TYC. The campaign was active and successful.
• Today, USRA/TYC is strong, active at the branch level, project-oriented and
the membership is enthusiastic.
Yaroslav Skrypnyk was the First Vice President of the USRA/CYC National
Executive. In that role he worked on the USRL/CYC Bylaw revisions where he
stressed the need to include that this is a lay organization of Orthodox Ukrainians
in Canada. He also proposed that the Ukrainian Voice needed to modernize its
printing process and this did become a reality.
At the General Convention of USRA/TYC the following resolutions were accepted:
1. USRA/TYC is happy that in ideology within its organization all is going well
and is continuing in the path that was ordained when USRA/TYC was
officially organized in 1938.
2. USRA/TYC Provincial and other provincial organizations need to form
Provincial USRL/CYC Executives.
3. USRA/TYC needs to continue pushing for inclusion of Ukrainian language
learning in public education across Canada.
4. USRL/CYC organizations need to take on the role and responsibility of
organizing and assisting CYMK.
5. USRA/TYC needs the leadership in the UGOC of Canada to organize in
each parish religious education for the youth.
6. USRA/TYC members need to study the bylaws and we need to follow the
bylaws.
7. USRA/TYC needs to support our church, St. Andrew’s College, the Institutes
and the SUS Foundation as well as the effort to have a free Ukraine.
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Yaroslav Skrypnyk was a very capable leader who took on responsibilities and
completed his obligations. At the 1983 USRL/CYC General Convention, Rev. Fr.
Meroslaw Kryschuk was elected as National USRA/TYC President and Andrew
Melnychuk was elected National USRL/CYC President for a second term. Yaroslav
Skrypnyk took on the position of Executive Director of USRL/CYC National
Executive.
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Rev. Fr. Meroslaw Kryschuk
National USRA/TYC President
1983 to 1985
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Chapter Ten
1983 to 1985
Rev. Fr. Meroslaw Kryschuk,
Edmonton
Rev. Fr. Meroslaw Kryschuk was a very active President. He held over 15 executive
meetings during his term in office. At the meetings many items were broached and
then shared with the Provincial and Branch Presidents (new branches, membership
dues, SUS Foundation, 1000th Anniversary of Orthodoxy, CYMK, Ukrainian
language learning, Institutes, Ukrainian Voice, summer camps, USRA/TYC
Provincial Conventions, other men’s organizations in Canada and the USRSA/TYC
Newsletters).
In the fall of 1983 National USRA/TYC news was included in the USRL/CYC
Bulletin. Rev. Fr. Meroslaw Kryschuk reminded all that:
• USRA/TYC delegates at the National Convention want to see a renewed
growth in our purpose.
• USRA/TYC needs to assist and work with CYMK.
• The UGOC of Canada was working on the 1000th Anniversary of Orthodoxy
and the 50th Anniversary of Holodomor.
• All should support the USRL/CYC family organizations both morally and
financially.
• Membership dues for 1983 were $25.00 per member ($15.00 to National,
$6.00 to Provincial and $4.00 to Branch).
USRA/TYC Eastern Canada Provincial Conference
Hamilton, 1983
In December 1983, Rev. Meroslaw Kryschuk attended the Eastern Canada Provincial
Convention in Hamilton. At the Convention he shared the following with the
69

delegates:
• We need to be thankful for all that is Ukrainian.
• We have thinned our strength because there are so many Ukrainian
organizations.
• Since the Brotherhoods have been organized, we are having trouble in
uniting all in the community.
• Our church (UGOC of Canada) has a huge burden – keeping the Ukrainian
language.
• We should not be arguing within the CYC family organizations. We need to
support each other.
• We need to support St. Andrew’s College.
• UWAC should support Junior CYMK and USRA/TYC will support senior
CYMK.
• We need help our youth and we need to be less critical towards them.
In the April 1984 Newsletter Rev. Fr. Meroslaw Kryschuk continued to focus in on
the issues that he felt were important within his Ukrainian Canadian Orthodox
community. Some other points that he brought up in this newsletter were:
• Each USRA/TYC Branch needs to take on a project that will induce young
men in the community to serve in the Ukrainian Orthodox parishes
• He encouraged young men and women to attend universities and stay at the
Institutes.
• He encouraged members to support the radio program, “Voice of Ukrainian
Orthodoxy”.
• He encouraged all to become good citizens by participating in Canadian life.
• USRA/TYC Branches and members need to do charity work in their
communities, much like a service club.
In November 1984 the National USRA/TYC Executive called a meeting that was
attended by young men in the Edmonton community. These young men were not
members of USRA/TYC. Members from the National Executive included Rev. Fr.
Meroslaw Kryschuk, Bohdan Harasymiw and Bohdan Melnychuk. Three questions
were asked for their consideration:
1. What does TYC mean and what are its objectives?
2. Why should I join TYC? (or Why not?)
3. What does TYC offer me?
The National Executive must be credited for attempting to dialogue with the young
men and then for listening to their responses, both positive and negative.
The young men had the following suggestions for the National Executive:
• Activities of TYC need to correspond to the needs of the Ukrainian Orthodox
community.
• More service-oriented activities are required.
• We want to belong to an organization only if it makes us feel good.
• All Ukrainian Orthodox community organizations need to be pulling in the
same direction.
• Written invitations should be issued to prospective new members.
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•
•

Everyone’s interests in TYC should be met.
Leadership is a key element in any organization.

In the newsletters that followed Rev. Fr. Meroslaw Kryschuk continued to focus on
many of the same issues and in particular, the SUS Foundation. He felt that the
USRA/TYC members could raise the following amounts for the Foundation in 1985:
• British Columbia - $15,000
• Alberta - $30,000
• Saskatchewan - $30,000
• Manitoba - $30,000
• Ontario - $30,000
• Quebec - $15,000
In April 1985 the USRA/TYC National Executive proposed an award for those
members who had donated considerable time and energy over the years to the
propagation of our ideology. Rev. Fr. Meroslaw Kryschuk felt that the members
should be recognized at the USRA/CYC Convention and that the following criteria
should be used for consideration:
1. The nominee has been a member in good standing for a minimum of ten
years.
2. The nominee has occupied a position on the executive on at least three
occasions.
3. The nominee has paid his dues for the entire period of his membership.
The National Executive was preparing for the General Convention and was
requesting that all membership dues be paid, that all resolutions be submitted by
May 31, that a list of deceased members was needed, and that branch reports needed
to be finalized. T. F. Kucey, President from the Regina Branch, was authorized to
form the National Nominating Committee. The following members were included
along with T. F. Kucey: Dr. Ed Klopoushak and Orest Pasieka.
44th USRL/CYC Convention
USRA/TYC Biennial Convention
Winnipeg, 1985
The USRA/TYC Agenda was prepared for the Convention. Other than the standard
agenda items Rev. Fr. Meroslaw Kryschuk also included four topics for discussion:
1. Ukrainian Voice and Its Direction - There was a need to identify the
problem, map out a plan of action to correct the situation and set up an
implementation body directly responsible to CYC.
2. How TYCivtsi understand Ukraine in the 21st Century – What shall we be
striving for in the 21st century?
3. Responsible Citizenry through CYMK
4. Effective and Workable Programs for TYC – Does TYC do anything? Does
TYC have a program as do other various men’s organizations? What
interaction ought there to be between men’s organizations which result in
the greatest benefit to the Ukrainian Orthodox community?
The USRL/CYC General Convention was held in Winnipeg from July 7 to 10, 1985.
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In 1985 the UGOC of Canada also was making plans to hold their Sobor (church
council meeting) in Winnipeg from August 4th to 6th. This was a busy time for the
Ukrainian Orthodox community in Canada.
In Rev. Fr. Meroslaw Kryschuk’s president’s report he indicated that he had visited
many USRA/TYC Branches (Calgary, Regina, Saskatoon, Hamilton, Windsor,
Toronto, Oshawa and Grimsby), that two Branches were organized, that meetings of
the National Executive were held where strategies for resolving issues were formed
and implemented, that the annual USRA/TYC Presidents’ Conference was held and
that regular newsletters were prepared for the membership.
Rev. Fr. Meroslaw Kryschuk was a member of five National USRA/TYC Executives
from 1973 to 1983 and from 1983 to 1985 he was the President. He played a very
major and active role in the growth of the USRA/TYC organization. He was the first
and only priest in the UGOC of Canada to hold the position of President. As the
National TYC President his goals were focused on the younger generation and
CYMK, on the growth of the SUS Foundation of Canada, on the growth and
development of USRA/TYC Branches and members, on St. Andrew’s College in
Winnipeg, St. John’s Institute in Edmonton, Ukrainian Voice newspaper and
Ukraine. He believed in the future of USRL/CYC and all the member organizations.
In one of his letters to all the USRA/TYC Branches he stated that the future depends
on our understanding of issues, our contributions, our problem-solving techniques,
our unity, and our cooperation in the completion of goals. He espoused this throughout
his active involvement in USRL/CYC. He was a leader in our Ukrainian Orthodox
community. He was very respectful to all. For all of this he was given recognition and
thanks for his dedication. In 2005 at the USRL/CYC General Convention Fr.
Meroslaw was presented with the USRL Award of Excellence. This award is given to
individuals for their contributions to CYC and the Ukrainian community in Canada.
In 2011 Fr. Meroslaw joined the 80 Year Club in his USRA/TYC Edmonton Branch
and received the 50 Year USRA/TYC Pin for continuous Branch service.
At the convention Steve Pillipow from Regina was elected as the National USRA/
TYC President. Andrew Melnychuk continued as USRL/CYC National President
and Yaroslav Skrypnyk became the USRL/CYC representative on the National
Ukrainian Canadian Congress (KYK) Executive. The new headquarters for USRA/
TYC would be in Regina.
New USRA/TYC Branches
St. Catherine Branch

established: February 6, 1980

Scarborough Branch

established: October 8, 1981

Kelowna Branch

established: December 6, 1981

Surrey/Walley Branch

established: March 31, 1985
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Steve Pillipow
National USRA/TYC President
1985 to 1987
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Chapter Eleven
1985 to 1987
Steve Pillipow, Regina
Steve Pillipow was elected President and Stephen Senyk was elected as the Vice
President at the USRA/TYC Convention in 1985. Both men played a very important
leadership role within the National Executive. The national office returned to
Regina.
In the November 1985 USRA/TYC Newsletter Steve Pillipow mentioned three goals
for the National Executive:
1. Increase branch membership and the number of branches in Canada.
2. Why and for whom do we have USRA/TYC? – “Нащо, Який і Для Кого
ТУС?” (The need for an explanation for the existence of USRA/TYC).
3. Involve more clergy in USRA/TYC.
These three goals set this National Executive in motion. Many questions had to be
answered before they could meet their goals.
In the December 1986 USRA/TYC Newsletter Steve Pillipow made the following
points for the membership:
1. The organization needs to support the church (UGOC of Canada) so that it
can increase and flourish for our youth and Ukrainian people.
2. The organization needs to assist and develop:
a. Ukrainian language learning
b. Ukrainian preschool programs
c. Ukrainian schools in the public education sector
d. Trilingual approach
3. The organization needs to showcase the arts.
4. Communication between all member organizations needs to be improved
and modernized.
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5.

Consideration needs to be given to the following:
a. modernization of the Ukrainian Voice and compulsory membership for
all CYC family organizations;
b. use the local news media and publicizing activities;
c. development of a Ukrainian Sesame Street program;
d. publication of the history of Ukrainians in our communities; and
e. the need to focus on youth development and, as a result, to gear TYC
programs to the specific needs of our youth.

Steve Pillipow and the National Executive did have a sense of direction that was
shared with all branches.
Membership fees 1985–1987 were set at $25.00 ($16.00 to National, $6.00 to
Provincial and $4.00 to Branch).
USRA/TYC Presidents’ Conference
Regina, 1987
The National USRA/TYC Executive called a Presidents’ Conference on February 6-8,
1987. At this three-day conference resolutions were passed and shared with all the
USRA/TYC branches and membership.
Resolutions from the Presidents’ Conference – February 6-8, 1987
1. The National Executive needs to develop a policy that would encourage and
foster the development of TYC branches.
2. The National Executive needs to develop a policy whereby the organization
receives its direction form grassroots membership.
3. The National Executive needs to review the Constitution for the National
and Provincial Executives.
4. There is a need for a handbook relating to organizational operations at the
local, provincial and national levels.
5. There is a need to reformulate the organization’s language policy to reflect
the bilingual nature of the organization.
6. The organization needs to adopt a new name.
7. The USRL/CYC Constitution must be revised to ensure that USRL/CYC
operates as an umbrella body and does not usurp the role and function of
USRA/TYC.
John Kolasky’s Presentation to the Regina Branch
February 1987
On Monday, February 9, 1987 John Kolasky, President of British Columbia
Provincial Executive USRA/TYC addressed the Regina USRA/TYC Branch. His topic
was, “The Ukrainian Self Reliance Association (TYC) and its Future.”1. Both the
resolutions and Kolasky’s presentation made a huge impact on the direction that the
Regina USRA/TYC National Executive undertook for the next five years.
1

Reprinted from the Ukrainian Voice, Monday, April 6, 1987 Vol. LXXVI No. 14
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Highlights of Kolasky’s Presentation – February 9, 1987:
In 1937 members of the Ukrainian National Homes and others formed a separate
Orthodox men’s organization, TYC, the Ukrainian Self-Reliance Association. (The
official date is December 28, 1938.)
Prior to WWII the Ukrainian Orthodox movement and organizations played a
leading role in the Ukrainian community in Canada. They built student residences,
promoted education, carried out campaigns that exposed Ukrainian pro-communists
and were the foremost defenders in Canada of the oppressed Ukrainian nation.
The role and importance of the Orthodox movement began to decline after WWII.
Why?
1. The war itself – many members of the Ukrainian Orthodox community were
uprooted.
2. The post-war economic boom provided an opportunity for personal
enrichment.
3. Ukrainians in Canada lost the vision, forgot the aims and purposes that
were established by the USRL/CYC family organizations.
4. Ukrainians in Canada deviated from their roots.
Kolasky stated that not all was lost. He stressed the need to, “…..build that bridge of
love and understanding and comradeship that will bind us all together and give each
of us the strength of all of us.”
At this same time, Kolasky stated there were technical problems that had to be
overcome.
1. Membership is small in number and new blood is required.
2. Funds are lacking and even though the SUS Foundation was created and a
goal of raising one million dollars was set, there is only $500,000 in the
capital fund.
3. There is a crisis in the senior generation although some think it’s a crisis
with the younger generation.
4. Mastery of the Ukrainian language is not widespread. Many do not know
the Ukrainian language but communication with the membership in the
language that they understand is crucial. Non-speakers need to be drawn
into the organization and encouraged to learn Ukrainian.
5. Ukraine is a submerged nation occupied by Russia.
6. The Ukrainian Orthodox Church in Ukraine has been destroyed.
Kolasky also pointed out that these problems can be overcome and that the
membership should not be discouraged. He concluded his presentation with the
following:
“If we can achieve love, understanding and brotherhood in our ranks we will
be filled with a sense of inspiration and strength. We will be able to attract
new members, to raise necessary funds and to move easily in solving our
problems.”
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In 1987 the National USRA/TYC Executive was inspired by the progress that had
been made. For the first time the TYC men were thinking in different terms and it
looked like progress might be made. There was agreement and support at the
presidents’ level and a direction was set for the National Executive.
45th USRL/CYC Convention
USRA/TYC Biennial Convention
Saskatoon, 1987
The USRL/CYC General Convention in Saskatoon, August 16-18, 1987 celebrated
two important milestones – the 60th Anniversaries of both USRL/CYC and UWAC/
CYK. The theme for the Convention was:
“СУС - Основа Нашої Ідентичности в Канаді!”
“CYC – A Unique Ukrainian Canadian Identity!”
In Steve Pillipow’s president’s report to the USRA/TYC delegates he stated that
USRA/TYC must become the kind of organization at the local level that will satisfy
the needs of its membership; this satisfaction would subsequently enhance the
provincial and national levels. He believed that the following should be implemented:
• increase membership in the USRA/TYC branches;
• increase the number of USRA/TYC branches across the country; and
• make USRA/TYC a viable, dynamic and effective instrument of the
Ukrainian cause in Canada and elsewhere.
His strategy for attaining the above goals included:
• satisfying the needs of the membership’
• making USRA/TYC the kind of organization that people would want to be
associated with;
• making USRA/TYC an organizations of “doers”; and
• encouraging action at the branch level.
Steve Pillipow wanted an organization (TYC) that:
• would encourage the participation of 25 to 50 year olds;
• would revise the bylaws to portray the organization as a “doer/service club”;
and
• would accept the need to be bilingual (English and Ukrainian).
Finally, Steve Pillipow stated that the National Executive needed to prepare
organizational tools such as handbooks, brochures, communication aids and training
directives for local, provincial and national levels. To do all of this he proposed that
the National Executive:
• appoint a three-man committee to prepare a revised constitution (bylaws)
for approval at the next General Convention (1989);
• authorize Yars Lozowchuk to draft and prepare materials for a handbook to
be ready for the fall of 1987; and
• appoint John Kolasky to assist the executive in the preparation of brochure
materials.

78

In his closing comment Steve Pillipow stated that “We truly love this organization
and do not want it to disappear with the 20th Century.”
Steve Pillipow chaired 24 USRA/TYC National Executive meetings, attended seven
conferences and gave six major presentations to various organizations. His leadership
was effective. He had goals to guide him and he wanted to effect change so that
USRA/TYC would be an effective and viable service organization in the Ukrainian
Canadian Orthodox community.
At the 1987 Saskatoon USRL/CYC General Convention Stephen Senyk was elected
National President of USRA/TYC and Yaroslav Skrypnyk was elected as National
President of USRL/CYC.
New USRA/TYC Branches
New Westminster Branch

established February 7, 1986
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Stephen Senyk
National USRA/TYC President
1987 to 1991
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Chapter Twelve
1987 to 1991
President: Stephen Senyk, Regina
Part One: 1987 – 1989
Stephen Senyk was elected as National USRA/TYC President in 1987 and he served
a second term in 1989 as National President of Ukrainian Orthodox Men’s Association
(UOMA), the newly-minted name for USRA/TYC. Steve Pillipow was on the executive
as Past President but also as an elected member of the National Executive. This was
very important because it provided continuity from the previous executive. When the
Convention ended in 1987, Stephen Senyk had been given direction by the delegates.
His executive was tasked:
1. to prepare a new Constitution for USRA/TYC; the committee included M.D.
Kereluke, Paul Hleck and Ed. Klopoushak;
2. to prepare for the USRA/TYC name change. The name change was tabled in
1987 and the proposal would need to be discussed at the General Convention
in 1989;
3. to prepare the Minutes from the 1987 General Convention and send them to
all delegates and presidents within six months;
4. to prepare all relevant convention material for the convention delegates and
to send this material to all presidents sixty days prior to the convention; and
5. to explore the possibility of forming a Ukrainian Orthodox Charitable
Committee for the purpose of extending aid to needy Ukrainians in the
Diaspora. The USRA/TYC National Executive would work closely with the
UWAC/CYK, CYMK and USRL/CYC National Executives.
Stephen Senyk also served as First Vice President on the USRL/CYC National
Executive.
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The USRA/TYC National Executive held over 25 executive meetings and many
committee meetings during this time period. The Minutes of the 1987 Convention
were prepared by September 17th and were sent out to all the delegates and USRA/
TYC Presidents. The 1987 Minutes were also translated and an English version was
sent to all branches. The National Executive was involved with two USRL/CYC
projects: CYC History Project (holding over $44,000 in donations) and Project $20,000
which was established to fund CYMK-related projects with donors receiving an
income tax receipt.
The Handbook Committee was chaired by Yars Lozowchuk; Paul Hleck was a
committee member. Their task was to prepare a handbook that all could use in their
organizational work – local, provincial and national. This committee reported to the
National Executive and was prepared to present the handbook for approval at the
1989 Convention.
The Program Standing Committee was proposed at the November 2, 1987
meeting. The purpose of the committee was to establish program policies and to
review, monitor, and evaluate existing programs. The committee would have a
chairman (Yars Lozowchuk) from the National Executive and four other members.
Furthermore, three subcommittees would be established, each being responsible to
the Program Standing Committee. The subcommittees were:
• Faith Education and Service Committee (Chairman - Dr. Roman Yereniuk)
• Cultural Education and Service Committee (Chairman – Dr. Tony Harras)
• Serving Skills Education and Service Committee
The total budget for this Program Standing Committee was $1,900.
Each subcommittee would be responsible for preparing a set of objectives and
recommendations for programs, projects and activities. A work plan and a budget
would also be required.
The USRA/TYC National Bulletin (Newsletter) was a priority. Gerald Luciuk
became the editor.
The Ukrainian Language Use Commission (ULUC) was created. The role of the
commission was to prepare an initial proposal for research and to advise the USRA/
TYC National Executive on the promotion of Ukrainian language usage. The
composition of the commission would include a chairman from the National Executive
and three others.
The Constitutional Committee, created by the 1987 Convention, started to revise
the bylaws. The committee wanted to have the document ready for the Presidents’
Conference. At that conference the draft of the constitution would be reviewed,
edited and finalized for 1989 Conference. The committee also prepared a document
comparing the new and old constitutions. The committee’s draft of the new
constitution was ready for the December 1988 National Executive meeting.
The Special Millennium Project Committee was established. The committee
was to develop a work plan and submit it to the National Executive for approval. The
work of the committee would include the following: preparation and publishing of
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three bilingual service books – baptism, marriage and funeral services. Rev. Fr. Oleg
Krawchenko agreed to chair the committee. Metropolitan Wasyly approved the
committee’s plan.
On March 12, 1988 Stephen Senyk and representatives from UWAC/CYK, CYMK,
and USRL/CYC National Executives met with Metropolitan Wasyly and Rev. Fr. S.
Jarmus. The USRL/CYC family organizations wanted to establish closer ties and a
working relationship with the UGOC of Canada. Stephen Senyk on behalf of USRA/
TYC raised three issues:
1. the need for a systematic support for immigration of Ukrainians to Canada;
2. the need for a systematic preparation of the Ukrainian Orthodox community
during the Centenary celebrations of Ukrainians in Canada; and
3. the need for support of the USRA/TYC Millennium Project. This project
would undertake the preparation and publishing of bilingual service
booklets for the church with the church’s blessing and oversight.
The meeting was successful and the USRL/CYC family organizations were pleased.
A second meeting took place with the UGOC of Canada leadership in April 1989.
USRA/TYC presented the following points:
1. The Millennium Project Committee was working on the service books.
2. A blessing was required from the church for the formation of a “Canadian
Committee in Support of the Ukraine Committee for the Promotion of an
Autocephalous Ukrainian Orthodox Church”.
3. The National Executive needed feedback regarding religious and spiritual
education of the USRA/TYC membership.
4. The UGOC of Canada and USRL/CYC needed to set up a task force to
prepare for its participation in the Centenary Celebrations of Ukrainians in
Canada.
There continued to be discussions on mixed men’s and women’s branches. The
discussions were with UWAC and CYMK National leaders.
In August 1988 the Ukrainian Greek Orthodox Church of Canada celebrated the
Millennium of Christianity in Ukraine. The celebrations took place in Toronto and
Hamilton. At that time the USRL/CYC National Executive held its annual meeting
in Toronto. Alex Patryluk represented USRA/TYC at the meeting and during the
millennium celebrations.
All the activity and committee work was geared for the very important USRA/TYC
Presidents’ Meeting that was set for April 1988. At this meeting the constitution,
handbook, name change and other very important topics would be up for discussion.
The meeting was held in Regina.
USRA/TYC Biennial Presidents’ Conference
Regina, 14-16 April 1989
The USRA/TYC Biennial Presidents’ Conference was held on April 14-16, 1989 in
Regina. Stephen Senyk opened conference and spoke to the presidents about the
need for change. The National USRA/TYC Executive had created a number of
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committees in addressing the changes that would be required in the organization.
He stated that “often organizations do not recognize that they are changing”. He
posed this question: “How do we want to change and not whether we will or not?” He
suggested reflecting on some guidelines:
• What do we want to become?
• Change for improvement.
• Capitalize on opportunities.
• Resistance to change – ask yourself – Why?
• Create a picture of tomorrow.
• Develop the capabilities of the talent which resides in your community.
• Are we relevant as an organization in the Ukrainian Orthodox community?
• Other organizations start up and raid our potential members.
• Why do we have such a difficult time attracting members?
• What are we prepared to do to satisfy the needs of Ukrainian Orthodox
men?
There was a lot of discussion at the conference. The discussions centred on the
following topics:
1. How many Ukrainian Orthodox men’s organizations do we need?
2. The new USRA/TYC Constitution – The new constitution was presented in
accordance with a resolution at the 1987 Convention. The committee was
also proposing a name change that had been tabled at the 1987 Convention.
The presidents were able to review all the suggested changes, make other
changes and give approval for presentation at the USRA/TYC Biennial
Convention in 1989. Some of the presidents did not like the term “club” and
it was agreed that “club” would be used in the English text and “відділ/
viddil” would be used in the Ukrainian text.
3. The USRA/TYC Handbook was presented and reviewed. This would also be
presented at the 1989 Convention for approval.
4. Bilingual service books – Metropolitan Wasyly gave his blessing and Rev.
Fr. Oleg Krawchenko was working on the translations.
5. Visual Identity – There was a need to create a USRA/TYC logo and brochure.
6. Ukrainian Voice – All should support this USRL/CYC newspaper and there
is a need to have more balanced Ukrainian/English text.
At the conclusion of the Biennial Presidents’ Conference the following
recommendations were made:
1. USRA/TYC as an organization needs to make development of youth
programming a primary priority.
2. National USRA/TYC needs to undertake/initiate a Narodny Zyizd (National
Convention) of Ukrainian Orthodox men at the soonest possible date.
3. National USRA/TYC needs to proceed to initiate an independent joint
Canadian Orthodox Committee in support of the Orthodox Autocephalous
Committee in Ukraine.
4. National USRA/TYC needs to work with USRL/CYC toward the formation
of a coordinating committee regarding the Centennial Celebrations of
Ukrainians in Canada.
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5.
6.

Each USRA/TYC branch needs to appoint a subscription agent for the
Ukrainian Voice newspaper.
Each USRA/TYC district president needs to explore the concept of
amalgamation of all Ukrainian Orthodox Men’s organizations in their
district.

Stephen Senyk was pleased with the results of the Presidents’ Conference. He stated
that there were hardworking sessions and hard decisions had to be made. The work
that was completed on the Constitution, Handbook, Visual Identity, and Centennial
Project deserves great appreciation. In conclusion, Stephen Senyk stated, “I sensed
an atmosphere of good will and encouragement.”
The National USRA/TYC President’s Bulletin was sent to all branches in June 1989.
Stephen Senyk reminded all about the Biennial Convention and the need for all
branches to send delegates. In the bulletin he included a copy of the agenda, the
proposed new Constitution, and the Minutes of the Biennial Presidents’ Conference
(April 1989). He reminded all branches to submit their reports and membership fees
to national. This biennial meeting of USRA/TYC would be a historic event and bring
about huge changes for the organization.
46th USRL/CYC National Convention
USRA/TYC Biennial Convention
Regina, 1989
The USRA/TYC Biennial Meeting (August 18-19, 1989) was held in Regina.
National President Stephen Senyk welcomed all the delegates. He mentioned that
organizations change over time and that organizations continue to exist only when
they realize that change is required. In 1985 there were 622 paid members and in
1989 there are 474 paid members. The age range of this membership is not healthy.
18 to 40 year old members

10%

47

40 to 60 year old members

20%

95

60+ year old members

70%

322

Other Orthodox organizations have been formed and they have taken away potential
members. Decisions have been made from a negative point of view. All decisions
made at this Convention need to be in the best interest of the organization. A positive
attitude and cooperation is a must.
Constitutional Change – Paul Hleck, Chairman of the committee, made the
presentation. There was immediate concern that if the organization was liquidated,
the money would go to the SUS Foundation or to the UGOC of Canada. An amendment
was passed that, in the event the organization was liquidated, the money would go
to St. Andrew’s College or to the UGOC of Canada. A second point of concern was the
use of “club” rather than “branch”. This was rectified when a motion was made that
the English term would be “club” but the Ukrainian term would be “відділ/viddil”.
The name change was included in the discussion. The Ukrainian Self-Reliance
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Association of Canada would now be called the Ukrainian Orthodox Men’s
Association of Canada. In Ukrainian the organization would be called
Товариство Православних Українців Канади. Some delegates were not happy
with the name change оr the Constitution changes. The point was made that a lot of
work had gone into the constitutional changes because change was required. The
idea was to repurpose the organization (rebirth) so that USRA/TYC would be more
appealing to the younger generation. Paul Hleck and Yaroslav Skrypnyk made the
motions to adopt the new constitution (pages 1-9) and the new name, Ukrainian
Orthodox Men’s Association of Canada. When the vote was taken approval was not
unanimous (41 in favour and 26 opposed).
The delegates approved all the resolutions that were proposed. The resolutions dealt
with the topics that were recommended at the Biennial Presidents’ Conference in
April of 1989.
In his closing address to the delegates, Stephen Senyk stated that there was a lot of
work ahead. It was crucial to increase membership and prepare for the 100th
Anniversary of Ukrainian Settlement in Canada. All branches and membership
would need to fulfill the decisions that were made at the Convention. These changes
would be huge and must be accepted. No one won or lost – democracy was at work.
In 1989 USRA/TYC had more branches but a fewer members across Canada than in
1979.
PROVINCE

CITY

MEMBERSHIP

British Columbia

Vancouver

20

Kelowna

727

Surrey

12

Vernon

7

New Westminster

18

Edmonton

70

Calgary

35

Canora

23

Cheremosh

24

Regina

53

Saskatoon

62

Yorkton

18

North Battleford

17

Prince Albert

18

Dauphin

15

Winnipeg

40

Alberta
Saskatchewan

Manitoba

86

Eastern Canada

TOTAL

Hamilton

63

Grimsby

7

Toronto

24

Long Branch

17

Montreal

21

St. Catherine

15

Scarborough

7

Oshawa

13

Ottawa

15

26 branches

639 members

New USRA/TYC Branches:
North Battleford (Verkhovyna Branch)

established April 21, 1989

Stephen Senyk was elected for a second term as National President of the Ukrainian
Orthodox Men’s Association of Canada.

Part Two: 1989 – 1991
Ukrainian Orthodox Men’s
Association of Canada
Stephen Senyk was elected as the National President of UOMA of Canada. He and
his Executive had spent hours in preparation for the work that went into reorganizing
the men’s group. As a result, the new Constitution and name change were approved.
Stephen Senyk and the National UOMA Executive had many meetings during the
second term. The Executive wanted to be prepared for the 1991 General Convention.
There was a lot of work that had to be completed.
At their first two meetings the Executive began to work on implementing the name
change, printing new membership cards, translating the Bylaws into Ukrainian,
applying for incorporation for the purpose of getting a charitable number, choosing
delegates to attend the Triennial UCC/KYK Convention in Winnipeg, planning for
two District National Presidents’ Conferences for 1990, and forming committees.
The Executive decided that the Ukrainian Orthodox Men’s Association of Canada
would be called, “Товариство Православних Українців Канади (ТПУК).”
Stephen Senyk prepared a president’s memo to all clubs, providing an overview of
convention decisions.
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Plans were made to hold the District President’s Workshop in Regina from February
23 to 25, 1990. Discussion would be centred on communication, the centennial project
and the new bylaws.
The first newsletter was sent to all clubs in January 1990. The newsletter included
the following information:
• The revised bylaws will be printed in Ukrainian and English.
• The application for incorporation of the organization as a federal non-profit
corporation had been forwarded to Ottawa.
• Stephen Senyk stated that he was aware that the name change was adopted
with mixed feelings – from denial to disappointment to positive
acknowledgement and to genuine acceptance.
• The President believed that if everyone pulled in the same direction the
organization could be renewed through membership development and
accomplishment of projects for the benefit of our Ukrainian Orthodox
community.
• Two new clubs were organized: North Battleford, Saskatchewan and
Rosburn, Manitoba.
• Meetings were organized so that the District Presidents could meet with the
National UOMA Executive and, in turn, District Presidents could then meet
with their District Club Presidents. In doing so information would be shared
and all would benefit.
The National UOMA Executive received a letter from Sam Lebedowych questioning
the legality of the convention proceedings regarding the name change. The Executive
promised to examine the process, review the tapes and get the Minutes of the
meeting. This was the first formal notice to the National Executive that individuals
were displeased with the name change. At the March 21, 1990 Executive Meeting,
Rev. Deacon Makowsky, who was the Recording Secretary at the 1989 Convention,
reported that the official vote count for the name change was correct.
Five UOMA Districts were created:
1. British Columbia – Province of British Columbia and Yukon
2. Alberta – Province of Alberta
3. Saskatchewan – Province of Saskatchewan
4. Manitoba – Province of Manitoba and Northern Ontario extending east to
the 85th degree longitude
5. Eastern Canada – Ontario Province East of the 85th degree longitude,
Province of Quebec and Atlantic Canada
The UOMA Handbook was ready for distribution by September 1990 and sent out to
all clubs in October 1990. The handbook was a source of administrative information
for all clubs, membership, provincial and national executives
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Biennial Presidents’ Conference
1991
The Biennial Presidents’ Conference was set for February 22 to 24, 1991. The topics
for discussion were:
• name change
• membership renewal
• unity
• communication
• UOMA Club Bylaws
• Millennium Project
• Centennial Project
• Project Nadeeya
At the Presidents’ Conference Stephen Senyk stated that there were two problems
facing the Ukrainian Orthodox Men’s Association:
1. Communication: He felt and stressed that the grassroots needed to have
information and that the grassroots would need to have input in decisionmaking. To do this he felt that after the Presidents’ Conference, the
Provincial Presidents had to meet with their provincial club presidents to
share all decisions/directions and that each club president needed to present
all information to club membership. The result would be an opportunity for
bonding, understanding, input, unity, commitment and renewal at each
level of the organization.
2. Acceptance of organizational change: This was especially true with the
name change. He felt that personal feelings should not interfere with
organizational purpose. A successful organization has:
a. a clear sense of mission;
b. realistic objectives; and
c. committed membership.
The executive cannot fix problems but it can guide and energize the membership
rather than controlling things. UOMA needs to be known as an organization that
gets things done.
The presidents were presented reports on the following projects:
1. Bilingual Service Books – This was part of the Millennium Project. The
service book on marriage was ready and the work on the service books on
baptisms and funerals was progressing slowly.
2. Youth Report – UOMA did not collect a lot of money for the youth project.
National USRL/CYC granted CYMK $3,000 and the general consensus
from Dmytro Spytkowsky was that the CYMK projects were extravagant
and not acceptable.
3. Centennial Project
a. Heritage – Proposed project: recognizing 100 outstanding Ukrainian
Orthodox men
b. Celebrations – Exchange program with Ukrainian Orthodox Churches
in Ukraine
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c.

Vision – Project Nadeeya: The proposed project involved collecting
surplus useable vestments, chalices, utensils, service books, and
sanctuary gospels from all of our congregations as well as Metropolitan
Ilarion’s books and sending these items to the Ukrainian Autocephalous
Orthodox Church in Ukraine. A coordinating body would need to be
formed with the UOC of Canada.

At this Presidents’ Conference the UOMA National Executive suggested that this
executive stay in Regina for another term. This was accepted. Stephen Senyk was
pleased with the outcome and the support that he had received at the conference.
In the April 1991 President’s Newsletter Stephen Senyk stressed that the Presidents’
Conference was very successful, encouraged Provincial Presidents to meet with their
district Club Presidents, reviewed the name change and reminded all to use their
Club Handbook and be prepared for the 1991 USRL/CYC General Convention. There
continued to be controversy over the name change. Stephen Senyk reiterated the fact
that the name change was accompanied by mixed feelings. To appease this he was
proposing that the new name could be used by the clubs in the following ways:
• Ukrainian Orthodox Men’s Club
• Ukrainian Orthodox Men’s Order
• Ukrainian Orthodox Men’s Association
• Ukrainian Orthodox Men’s TYC Club
Stephen Senyk sent a letter to all UOMA Clubs on July 10, 1991. The issue of the
name change continued. He wanted to clear up the problem before everyone headed
to the National Convention in August 1991. The British Columbia UOMA Executive
and the New Westminster TYC Branch had placed an ad in two editions of the
Ukrainian Voice because they were not happy with the name change. This stirred up
even more discussion about the name change. In his letter Stephen Senyk stressed
that the process of considering a name change had included lengthy and detailed
discussions at three Presidents’ Conferences (1987, 1989 and 1991). A new name
would underscore that this was an organization of Ukrainian Orthodox men. There
was the belief that the name change would revitalize the organization. When the
USRA/TYC National Executive moved to Regina in 1985, the feeling was that they
would work on a new organizational model. The idea was to have an organization of
“doers” with people involved at all levels, especially at the grassroots level. The
membership was informed about this new organizational model on many occasions.
At the February 6- 8, 1987 Presidents’ Conference the name change was brought
forward. A motion was made by Paul Hleck and seconded by John Kolasky, “That
this assembly agrees in principle with the suggestion that consideration be given to
changing the name of our organization.” This motion was accepted. At the April 1416, 1989 Presidents’ Conference a motion was made for the Constitutional Committee
to prepare a name change taking into account the ideas and suggestions put forward
in the discussions. The proposed name was Ukrainian Men’s Association of Canada.
At the 1989 National Convention the name change to Ukrainian Orthodox Men’s
Association of Canada was approved by a vote of 41 in favour of the motion, 26
opposed and 3 abstentions. At the February 22-24, 1991 Presidents’ Conference a
motion was made that this assembly accept the fact of the name change. In conclusion,
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Stephen Senyk stated that the National Executive had carried out its responsibilities
in good faith and carried out the will of the Conference. The National Executive and
President Stephen Senyk felt there was no need for the national name change
campaign being proposed by British Columbia.
47th USRL/CYC National Convention
UOMA/TYC Biennial Convention
Saskatoon, 1991
The Ukrainian Orthodox Men’s Association Biennial Convention on August 7- 11,
1991 was held in Saskatoon. The Convention theme:
“На Здобутках Першого Століття Будуємо Світле Майбутне: 18911991”
“Building Our Future on a Century of Achievement: 1891-1991”
In his opening remarks Stephen Senyk stated that there are clubs from one end of
Canada to the other end. The strength of this organization is in its membership. His
executive fulfilled the wishes/decisions from the last convention and has seen an
increase in membership. The National Executive attended meetings with Presidents
and attended Provincial USRL/CYC Conferences. A handbook was sent to all clubs.
It is evident that there is a misunderstanding among members; the success of this
organization lies on the shoulders of all membership and not just on the National
Executive. There must be consensus and cooperation for the greater good of UOMA/
TYC.
As the meeting progressed members discussed the following:
• Translation of the Members’ Handbook into Ukrainian
• Bilingual Service Books translations
• Project Nadeeya
• the Centennial Project
• organizational matters
In a letter to the delegates the British Columbia Provincial Executive stated that
they do not agree with the UOMA National Bylaws and the name change. Other
letters were read from members of clubs. In the letters statements were made about
the dissatisfaction, unfairness and unsuitability of the name change. There were
branches that wanted the Convention to investigate the need and suitability of the
name change.
After a lengthy discussion Dr. P. Smylsky and D. Kereliuk moved that this Convention
stand in defiance of the decision that was tied in with the name change and was
approved in 1989. The name TYC should continue to be used until the Constitutional
Committee investigates this matter for the good of all members and, if necessary,
should initiate a referendum for all members on this question. This motion was
accepted – 29 in favour and 16 opposed. [Motion in Ukrainian from the Minutes of
August 7-11, 1991: Внесок др. П. Смильського та Дм. Кирилюка: “Цей з’їзд
зневажує ту постанову, яка є пов’язана імені та була прийнята. Вживати ім’я
Т.У.С. до тих пір, поки конституційна комісія розгляне цю справу для добра
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всього членства, і, якщо буде потрібним, має перевести референдум всього
членства про питання.”]
The Constitutional Committee would need to review the matter of the name change
and be prepared to produce a report for the 1993 General Convention and/or have a
referendum on the new name proposed for the organization.
The Nominating Committee presented the slate for the 1991-1993 National USRA/
TYC Executive. Members of the Nominating Committee were Ed Klopoushak
(Saskatchewan), D. Spytkowsky (Eastern Canada), M. Bugera Manitoba), E.
Harasymiw (Alberta), and I. Kolasky (British Columbia). Because the 1993 USRL/
CYC General Convention was slated for Eastern Canada the Nominating Committee
proposed that the National Office remain in Regina and the following individuals
were presented for the different positions:
Past President

Stephen Senyk

President

Michael Zaleschuk

Vice President

Paul Hleck

Treasurer

E. Labach

Secretary

Rev. G. Podtepa

Members

Ed. Klopoushak
K. Lozinsky
O. Patryluk

Michael Zaleschuk withdrew his candidacy because the motion that was made by Dr.
P. Smylsky and D. Kereliuk would undermine the work of the National Executive.
Paul Hleck also withdrew his candidacy because all the work that he had completed
on the Constitution was wasted once the Smylsky/Kereliuk motion was made and
accepted by the delegates. As a result a new National Executive was presented. The
following individuals were proposed:
Past President

Stephen Senyk

President

D. Spytkowsky

Vice President

Dr. P. Smylsky

Vice President

J. Michaelchuk

Treasurer

Dr. V. Olynyk

Secretary

M. Netchay

Members

V. Kereliuk
Dr. M. Lazarowich
V. Demjanenko
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These individuals were elected as the National USRA/TYC Executive. In his remarks
as the USRA/TYC President, D. Spytkowsky stated that he wanted unity and that
the name change was of little consequence. He thanked the outgoing President,
Stephen Senyk, for the talent and knowledge that he showed as our President. D.
Spytkowsky promised to attempt to fulfill the wishes of this Convention. The new
National USRA/TYC Office moved to Hamilton.
All the work that had gone into the revision of the Constitution (Bylaws), name
change, Member’s Handbook, projects, just to name a few, was for naught. The
Convention delegates in 1991 decided that the decisions made at the 1989 Convention
were not correct and the delegates voted to disregard these decisions and reinstituted
the previous name – USRA/TYC. President Stephen Senyk may not have been totally
surprised by this turn of events because he had had a lot of correspondence on the
name issue.
Stephen Senyk and his National UOMA Executive need to be given a lot of credit for
their exemplary, creative and progressive approach to the challenges facing them
and, in particular, for the work that they did in the hopes of revitalizing the
organization, increasing membership, forming new clubs and involving grassroots
membership through input and information to make sound choices in their clubs.
This task was left to the new executive in Hamilton.
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Dmytro Spytkowsky
National USRA/TYC President
1991 to 1997
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Chapter Thirteen
1991 to 1997
Dmytro Spytkowsky, Hamilton
Part One: 1991 – 1993
When Dmytro Spytkowsky was elected as the National President the National Office
moved to Hamilton, Ontario. At the very first meeting of the executive Dr. C.
Klimasko was added to the executive as the English language secretary. USRA/TYC
members requested the Convention Minutes because of the historic development
that occurred at that convention. The new executive requested all the USRA/TYC
documentation from the previous executive so that their work could start. Past
President Stephen Senyk sent a cheque for $6,000 to the new National Executive so
that they could open a bank account and the rest of the money would be sent as soon
as the accounts were audited. The USRL/CYC Conference, December 6 to 8, 1991,
was a good time for the USRA/TYC National Executive to hold a Presidents’
Conference as well.
The National Executive decided that the following needed to be communicated to all
branches and provincial/regional executives:
• a complete list and the new mailing addresses of the new National Executive;
• the Minutes of the USRA/TYC National Executive;
• a notice of the USRL/CYC National General Convention to be held in
Toronto in September 1993;
• a reminder for all members to pay their dues to national;
• A FAX machine was in the office and all could send information via fax.
Project Nadeeya was still on everyone’s mind and a blessing for the TYC/church
project from the Consistory of the UOCC was needed. The collection of religious
items would be sent to the Ukrainian Autocephalous Church in Ukraine.
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The Constitutional Committee members were finalized in February 1992 and would
begin their work. At that time the following individuals refused to work on the
committee: Paul Hleck, Ed Klopoushak, and D. Kereluke. The question that was also
on everyone’s mind was which bylaws were to be used by the National Executive and
all branches. The bylaws were approved in 1989 and included the name change
(UOMA/ТПУК). Тhe motion at the 1991 Convention only dealt with the name change
and that the Constitutional Committee needed to review the process and the bylaws.
There was a lot of pressure on the Constitutional Committee to resolve the issue.
Members of the Constitutional Committee were:
B. Huzyk

British Columbia

E. Harasymiw

Alberta

S. Klopoushak

Saskatchewan

M. Bugera

Manitoba

Dr. S. Klimasko

Eastern Canada

M. Netchay

Ukrainian Secretary

S. Lebedovich

English Secretary

The National Executive sent a letter to all branches and Provincial Executives
explaining that until the Constitutional Committee met and made recommendations,
all branches were to use the name USRA/TYC. A decision was made to send V.
Batysky’s book, Що є СУС та його Союзні Організації (What is CYC and Its SelfReliant Organizations). Тhe National Executive wanted everyone to understand the
principles of USRL/CYC. The answers were in the book. The book was also translated
into English so that many members could read the text.
The Constitutional Committee met from June 19 to 21, 1992 in Winnipeg. The only
change to the committee: Sam Lebedovich represented British Columbia. The
committee needed to discuss the motion that was made by Dr. P. Smylsky and D.
Kereliuk, “that this convention stands in defiance of the decision that was tied in with
the name change and was approved in 1989. We should use the name TYC until the
Constitutional Committee investigates this matter for the good of all members and if
necessary should initiate a referendum for all members on this question.” The
committee could not make a decision on the name change motion. A decision was
made to mail each USRA/TYC paid member a referendum ballot with two names for
the organizations -- USRA/ТУС or UOMA/ТПУК. Each member needed to place an
“X” beside the name of their choice and return the ballot by October 30th. The ballots
were mailed out to all members on October 1st and once the ballots were in the
national office the Constitutional Committee would meet to count the results. The
USRA/TYC secretary held all the ballots that were mailed in. By the end of October
few ballots had been mailed in and the National Executive decided to extend the
deadline to November 30th. All branches were informed and a request was made to
the Presidents to ensure that the ballots were filled out and sent to Hamilton.
At the November meeting a decision was made to count the ballots on January 30th
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but that an independent lawyer (Gerald Fedchun) and accountant (George H.
Strohyj) would be hired to complete this task.
On January 28, 1993 the ballots were counted.
Total USRA/TYC membership that received the ballot: 611
Total Ballots received by National Office on December 15, 1992: 434
Voting Results
USRA/TYC

288 votes

UOMA/ТПУК

150 votes

Spoiled ballots

3

Total

434

The results for the National Executive confirmed that the organization would
continue to be called Ukrainian Self-Reliance Association of Canada (English) USRA or Товариство Українців Самостійників (Ukrainian) - TYC.
The Ukrainian Orthodox Church of Canada decided to hold ітс Sobor from July 3 to
4, 1993 and the USRL/CYC National Executive decided that the CYC General
Convention should be held at the same time and set the date for June 30th and July
1-2, 1993. Individuals going to both Sobor and Convention would save the cost of
travelling to Winnipeg. This information was shared with all organizations. In May
1993 the USRL/CYC organizations in British Columbia wrote an open letter to His
Eminence Metropolitan Wasyly voicing their concern about the upcoming Clergy
Conference and the Youth Rally that was scheduled for June 30th and July 1st during
the USRL/CYC General Convention. Members of the National CYMK Executive
were also upset with the decision made by the Consistory Board of the Ukrainian
Orthodox Church of Canada. Everyone was concerned about the lack of cooperation
between these two Orthodox organizations. (UOCC and USRL/CYC)
The USRL/CYC History project was a huge topic of discussion. The decision was
made as early as 1985 to write the history of USRL/CYC. The USRL/CYC History
Committee included the following individuals: Mrs. N. Kohuska, Dr. N. Aponiuk, Dr.
R. Yereniuk, M. Hryn and Dr. P. Kondra. At the November 10, 1992 meeting of
USRA/TYC a decision was made and S. Klimasko and V. Marko would write the
USRA/TYC history. The CYC History Committee was informed of this decision.
During this time there was a lot of discussion on the name change, the decisions
made at the 1991 Convention, the work done by the Constitutional Committee, the
proper bylaws for the organization, and so on. There were concerns. To some extent
two camps emerged: those for the name change (UOMA/ТПУК) and those that
wanted the old name to continue (USRA/TYC). On January 31, 1993 Eugene
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Harasymiw wrote a letter to the National Executive. In the letter he informed the
executive that:
“Our USRA/TYC organization was incorporated as the UOMA on October 3,
1991 with full approval from the membership at the 1991 General Convention.
It is the obligation of the National Executive to file the Annual Return as is
normal for all incorporated organizations. If we approve the name change at
the convention in June 1993 we will need to inform the government in Ottawa
that the name change occurred but the same organization exists.”
Eugene Harasymiw was concerned that the National Executive would not file the
returns. In reply to Eugene Harasymiw’s letter the National Executive replied “that
the referendum vote count is completed and that his comments are out of order. The
Constitutional committee has no reason to meet and discuss the issue that has now
been decided by the membership.”
On April 1, 1993 Eugene Harasymiw sent a second letter to the National Executive.
In the letter he outlined the following for consideration:
• On page 5 of the 1991 Minutes the Lozowchuk/Smylski motion that the
Convention needs to establish a Constitutional Committee that will be
made up of members from each region and that the committee will review
the proposition given by Alberta and British Columbia and will make its
report known at the next USRL/CYC Convention.
• On page 6 of the 1991 Minutes Smylski/Kereluke motion “that this
convention stands in defiance of the decision that is tied in with the name
change and was approved in 1989. We should use the name TYC until the
Constitutional Committee investigates this matter for the good of all members
and if necessary should initiate a referendum for all members on this
question.”
• On page 7 of the 1991 Minutes there was a discussion on the limited time
for the Constitutional Committee to do its work. It was decided that the
Constitutional Committee needed to complete its work by the 48th USRL/
CYC General Convention, at which time a full report would be presented.
In conclusion, Eugene Harasymiw stated that the National Executive needs to keep
in mind the following decisions:
• The result of the referendum does not end the work of the Constitutional
Committee.
• The results of the referendum do not cancel out the official bylaws of the
UOMA/ТПУК which is registered in Ottawa.
• The Constitutional Committee has not begun its work.
• As a member of the committee he would never agree with the report that
was included in the letter dated February 22, 1993.
Eugene Harasymiw stressed that the National Executive needed to call a meeting of
the Constitutional Committee as soon as possible.
Other problems resulted from the usage of UOMA on official documents, especially
when Stephen Senyk listed all the USRA/TYC elected members as directors of
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UOMA when he sent the Annual Return to Ottawa. In May N. Netchay wrote a
letter stating that he was very upset that his name was attached as a Director of
UOMA and he requested that his name be removed from the Annual Return. Paul
Hleck wrote to Dr. S. Klimasko that he was the official English secretary of UOMA
rather than USRA/TYC. A letter from Ken Lozinsky, Saskatchewan Provincial
UOMA secretary, informed the National Executive that the Provincial UOMA had
recommendations. This did not please the USRA/TYC National Executive. They
were adamant that the name change had been approved and that all had to use the
USRA/TYC name. A letter was sent to all members, branches, and Provincial
Executives stressing that they must use USRA/TYC as the official name of the
organization.
In a fax to N. Netchay, Dr. P. Smylski mentioned that the referendum was the most
democratic approach to obtaining a consensus of opinion. He also stressed that the
minority should not be ignored and should be treated with respect and consideration.
He was recommending that:
• National and Provincial Executives be called USRA/TYC.
• A branch may add another designation or description which suits its local
circumstance as long as it is specified as a TYC Branch. Example: Regina
UOMA/TYC Branch
In April 1993 the National Executive approved a meeting of the Constitutional
Committee that was set for June 28th in Winnipeg. This was one day shy of the
USRL/CYC General Convention. The committee met and made four recommendations
to the delegates about the name change and proposed bylaw changes.
USRA/TYC continued its work and continued to be focused on support for the
Institutes, SUS Foundation, USRA/TYC History Project and Ukrainian Voice.
USRL/CYC received a grant from the government to help offset the costs of writing
the USRA/TYC history and the National Executive was to hire a student to assist
with the writing of the history.
48th USRL/CYC National Convention
USRA/TYC Biennial Convention
Winnipeg, 1993
At the USRA/TYC Convention the following topics were discussed:
1. Project Nadeeya – the National Executive did not receive a blessing from
the UOCC Consistory. Yars Lozowchuk who had initiated the project with
the previous executive was also absent. It was decided that Dmytro
Spytkowsky would look into the matter further and that this was a nice
project that should be completed by the end of 1993.
2. Constitutional Committee – A formal report was presented to all the
delegates. The committee members were: Dr. P. Klimasko, F. Tesarski, S.
Klopoushak, E. Harasymiw and B. Huzyk. The following recommendations
were made:
a. The National Executive should use the name USRA/TYC;
b. Provincial Executives can use the name USRA/TYC or UOMA/TYC
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c.
d.

when there is a branch with the UOMA name.
Branches can use USRA/TYC or UOMA/TYC.
The Constitutional Committee was to continue work on changes to the
bylaws.

The nominating committee proposed the same executive and Dmytro Spytkowsky
was re-elected as National USRA/TYC President.

Part Two: 1993 – 1995
Dmytro Spytkowsky began his second term with the knowledge that the organization’s
name would remain as the Ukrainian Self-Reliance Association of Canada (USRA)
or Товариство Українців Самостійників (TYC). А letter was sent to all Provincial
Executives and Branch Presidents to inform them of the name change.
In August of 1993 work was continuing on the USRA/TYC History that would be
included in the USRL/CYC history book. Dr. Klimasko stated that the archival
material was in order and the National Executive needed to select committee
members and an individual to write the history of TYC. The following individuals
were asked to pass on information about USRA/TYC: Andy Melnychuk and Dr. Paul
Kit (former Presidents) and P. Boyar, a member of the New Westminster Branch.
The National Executive also asked M. Horhoty and Melanie Mykytiuk to assist in
writing the history. In the end H. Kocha and Mrs. Marko agreed to write the USRA/
TYC history. By February 7, 1995 the Executive wanted Morris Diakowsky to write
the USRA/TYC history. No reasons were given or found in the archives for this
decision. In 1995 all branches received a communication from the National Executive
requesting a brief (not longer than 500 words) history of their branch in both
Ukrainian and English to be submitted by August 1, 1995.
Dr. Paul Kit, Convention Secretary, completed the Minutes of the 1993 Convention
and sent them to the National Executive.
The National Bylaws were a concern and Eugene Fedak was approached about the
Annual Return of the Ukrainian Orthodox Men’s Association to the Federal
Government of Canada. He was also asked to make corrections to the name. This
was an issue that would not go away for Dmytro Spytkowsky. He felt that since he
was the National President of USRA/TYC that the Annual Return for UOMA was
not his concern.
Eugene Fedak recommended that the National Executive wait until the Annual
Return Forms were sent to the National Office before proceeding with any action. In
September 1994 the National Executive received the Annual Return Form from past
President Stephen Senyk. At the September 13, 1994 meeting the National Executive
decided that if the former UOMA/TYC Regina Executive agreed to send a letter to
Ottawa informing the government agency of the name change, the USRA/TYC
Executive in Hamilton would file the required forms for the Annual Return. There
was no resolution to the Annual Return for the organization and on February 7, 1995
a letter was sent to S. Senyk regarding the issue of registration. At the 1995 USRA/
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TYC Convention a motion was made by Bohdan Huzyk and Andy Skrypniak that
“The Letters Patent for UOMA of 1989 be left to expire and that we should register
USRA-TYC in Ottawa.” This motion was accepted.
A Constitutional Committee needed to be organized. Dr. Klimasko removed his
name as an active member of the committee. The 1993 Convention recommended
that the Constitutional Committee work on the National Bylaws. The official USRA/
TYC Bylaws were the 1989 approved bylaws that were registered with the Federal
Government and under the name UOMA. (Ukrainian Orthodox Men’s Association of
Canada). The organization was being governed by the Articles in the 1989 Bylaws
and all that had to be completed at this point in time was to make the name change.
The Constitutional Committee met in February 1994 and proposed changes to the
bylaws. These were then presented to the National Executive at the March 1994
meeting where they were reviewed and accepted. The National Executive needed to
send the amended bylaws to all branches and provincial executives for further review
and the finalized version would be discussed and approved at the 1995 Convention.
The National Executive received a number of letters about the proposed bylaw
changes. The following are some examples of comments about the proposed bylaw
changes:
1. Walter Mysak – He wrote that upon review of the proposed bylaw changes
he concluded that the CYC name and structure be drastically changed,
otherwise the organization would continue to decline. The reasons he gave
included:
a. Fewer Canadians of Ukrainian descent understand what CYC is all
about.
b. Most Canadian Ukrainians reject being classed as Ukrainian
Nationalists but pride themselves as being Canadians of Ukrainian
descent.
c. Many of our younger generation are intermarried and continue to
support the Ukrainian Orthodox Church as Canadian Ukrainians and
not as Ukrainian Nationalists.
2. Donald R. Gordon, treasurer of the St. Catherine’s USRA/TYC Branch – He
was dismayed and concerned about the typographical errors in the
document. He continued to say that this reflected on the image of the
organization.
3. Michael A. Swerenchuk – He was upset that the Constitutional Committee
ignored the work of Paul Hleck and Eugene Harasymiw and the 1989
approved bylaws. “The present proposal is a hodge-podge for the national
body and clubs as well with deficiencies affecting both...the National
Executive as well as provisions for clubs or branches.” Closer attention
should have been paid to the 1973 and 1989 Bylaws.
The National Executive needed all proposed changes to the National Bylaws by June
25th. This would ensure that the bylaws would be presented at the Convention with
input from all members.
The youth organization (CYMK) was having difficulties. National USRL/CYC sent a
letter to all outlining the needs for CYMK. The CYMK budget for the next 18 months
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was $26,290. Money was needed for expenses and program needs. When USRA/TYC
received the request for their share of the budget, Dmytro Spytkowsky stated that he
did not know where National USRA/TYC was going to get that kind of money.
At the May 3, 1994 meeting Dmytro Spytkowsky emphasized that focus was needed
for the following:
• Proposed Bylaws
• Preparation for the 1995 General Convention
• Completion of resolutions from 1993
• Writing the history of USRA/TYC
• Ukrainian Voice
• Future of the organization
On June 29, 1994 the National Executive sent a letter to USRL/CYC reminding
them that all correspondence needed to go to USRA/TYC and not to TYC/UOMA.
There continued to be conflict in the usage of name, who has the UOMA name and
who uses the TYC name.
USRA/TYC Presidents’ Conference
1994
At the July 17, 1994 USRA/TYC Presidents’ Conference Dmytro Spytkowsky stated
that USRL/CYC President S. Franko and UWAC/CYK President O. Sushko had a
meeting with Metropolitan Wasyly and the Chancellor of the UOCC. The discussions
were very positive and progress had been made. Metropolitan Wasyly did state that
there would be cooperation with the USRL/CYC family but that USRA/TYC needed
to increase its activity in parishes to get his positive nod and recognition from the
church. In the discussions that ensued from that statement the following comments
were made:
• USRA/TYC was not a church organization. It was just attached to parishes
and did active work for the growth of our church. This showed that USRA/
TYC is an Orthodox organization.
• USRA/TYC needed to be more active in parish life and members needed to
be elected to local parish executives.
• USRA/TYC was accepted as the men’s lay organization and the right hand
of the church at the 1985 UOCC Sobor.
At the Presidents’ Conference the following items were stressed for each branch:
The Branch AGM should be held by December 31st and the AGM Minutes need to be
sent to the National Office.
• Membership dues need to be sent to the National Office and should also
include the members’ full particulars and the branch executive list.
• The National Office will send out membership cards no later than 10 days
after receiving the membership dues.
At the Presidents’ Conference discussion centered on the new proposed USRA/TYC
Bylaws. All were reminded that since 1991 the organization has retained the name
USRA/TYC but the National Bylaws, accepted in 1989, are under the title of UOMA
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(Ukrainian Orthodox Men’s Association). This is not healthy and it seems to be
working against the organization. As a result it was imperative for the Constitutional
Committee to make sure that the new proposed bylaws be prepared, presented to the
National Executive and then distributed to all the USRA/TYC Branches.
At the conclusion of the conference the following items were stressed for the future:
• assist the SUS Foundation in reaching its goal of $1,000,000;
• assist in reaching the $50,000 goal for the CYMK Fund;
• CYMK;
• work with the UOCC parishes; and
• assist Ukraine.
Discussion centered on chaplaincy. It was decided that each branch would have to
decide on who their chaplain would be. The National Executive could not dictate this
to the branch membership.
The 1995 USRL/CYC General Convention was going to take place in Toronto (August
24-27). The UOCC Sobor was also taking place in Winnipeg (July 13-15).
USRL/CYC 48th National Convention
USRA/TYC Biennial Convention
Toronto, 1995
At the 1995 USRA/TYC Convention the main point of discussion was the proposed
new bylaws. Dr. P. Smylsky outlined the process and decisions that his committee
had made in formulating the proposed bylaws. The discussion was lengthy and
heated. Some delegates did not want to discuss the proposed changes because they
had not been informed nor were they prepared. It was decide that each clause would
be read and discussed. The following motion was made by Bohdan Huzyk at the end
of the discussion:
“… that Branches go over the proposed TYC By-laws at their meetings and
make any motion for amendments or additions to the bylaws by the end of
September 1995 to the National Executive. After receiving these motions, the
Constitutional Committee is to develop them into the By-laws and present it
to the next Convention for ratification.”
This motion was accepted by the delegates.
Discussion ensued on the question as to which bylaws the National Executive was to
follow in the next two years. On a motion by Bohdan Huzyk and Stan Klopoushak,
“…that the National Executive of TYC follows the proposed amended Bylaws until the next National Convention.”
This motion was accepted. This was a strange situation for the organization because
the official National USRA/TYC Bylaws were the ones that were proposed at this
USRA/TYC Biennial Convention. These same bylaws needed to be re-evaluated by
the branches and then the Constitutional Committee was to present proposed
changes to the bylaws at the next USRA/TYC Convention in 1997. The new
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Constitutional Committee had the following members: Dr. P. Smylski, M. Hryn, E.
Harasymiw, M. Zaleschuk, Bohdan Huzyk and Danylo Huzyk.
Dmytro Spytkowsky was elected for a third term. In his acceptance speech Dmytro
Spytkowsky listed the following priorities in this term of office:
1. produce a Chain of Office;
2. produce a USRA/TYC Crest;
3. revive the CYMK financial drive and have the money placed in the SUS
Foundation;
4. improve the relationship with the Consistory and the UOCC; and
5. assist the UOCC financially;

Part Three: 1995 – 1997
The 1995 Convention was discussed at the first meeting of the National Executive.
The Executive felt that everything went well at the Convention but there were
problems that needed to be addressed. The problems were:
• The convention was becoming too expensive.
• The resolutions needed to be approved at the USRA/TYC sessions and then
announced at the USRL/CYC general session.
• The major presentations needed to be more focused on the purpose of the
organization’s work and ideology in the future.
• All organizations that have a banquet should do this at their own expense.
• There should be breaks at the sessions.
• Lunch breaks should be shorter and without presenters.
The executive discussed a number of issues that they were dealing with at this time.
• Mixed Branches – The Alberta USRA/TYC proposal was to have mixed
branches. Some felt that when there were men and women, branches would
have more success. The National Executive decided that in the matter of
mixed membership, each branch would have to make its own decision. The
National Executive was not against this action.
• Ukrainian National Homes and their membership in USRA/TYC –
The National Executive decided that the Ukrainian National Homes would
have to make the decision about membership in USRA/TYC. This could not
be prescribed to them.
• USRA/TYC History Project – Not all branches and Provincial Executives
had sent in their history. It was decided that all branches would receive a
reminder that their branch history had to be in the hands of the National
Executive by the end of October 1995. If the branches did not comply by this
time, they would not be included in the USRA/TYC history project. Members
of the History Committee were: Dr. C. Klimasko, Dr. M. Lazarowich and E.
Kryworuchko.
The National Executive made a number of decisions that would guide them during
this term. The Presidents’ Conference was set for May 17-20, 1996. A new
questionnaire was to be developed. The CYMK Fund drive and the Ukrainian Voice
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subscription campaign would be renewed. Dr. Smylsky would chair the Constitutional
Committee. USRA/TYC should be more active in the Ukrainian Canadian Congress.
Tanya Mysak, National CYMK President, wrote a lengthy letter (September 21,
1995) to Dmytro Spytkowsky outlining some comments, ideas and suggestions raised
at the round table discussion in Saskatchewan. Some of the suggestions that were
brought up were:
• Youth groups are successful when youth is a focus and priority in the
community.
• Common projects need to be undertaken to involve all organizations.
• Hold joint meetings, once per month, with representatives from all
organizations.
• Lack of communication between organizations has led to problems and
should be avoided.
• Offer student membership in parishes at a reduced rate so that they can be
active participants.
• Plan more group events to look for new members.
• Dialogue is important but subsequent dialogue has been difficult.
CYMK was a focus for the National Executive and they wanted to assist CYMK to
grow and develop.
At the October 1995 meeting of the National Executive a decision was made to have
the Presidents’ Conference in Vancouver. The USRA/TYC emblem was approved.
The colorized version was sent to all the branches in February 1996. There was
misunderstanding about membership dues. The National Executive decided that
from January 1996 all branches would send their membership dues ($20 per member)
to the National Office. The National Office would keep $15 and send the remainder
to the member’s Provincial Executive.
At the November 1995 National Executive meeting Dmytro Spytkowsky reported
that Alberta was having the same problems that all the other provinces were
experiencing within the organization:
• There is a lack of younger members.
• Younger members in branches do not want leadership responsibilities.
• Overall branch membership is declining.
• There are potential members in the parishes but they prefer to work at the
parish level.
• There is a tendency for mixed membership in branches.
In 1995 the SUS Foundation was celebrating its 30th Anniversary. The collection of
capital for the Foundation was a very important task for all USRA/TYC members
across the country.
USRA/TYC National received a reminder from USRL/CYC National that their
membership dues were outstanding for 1995, that $8,750 was owed, and that the
1996 annual membership dues were $3,500.
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History Project
The History Committee was working on the project rather slowly. Dr. C Klimasko
resigned from the committee due to health reasons in January 1996. The committee
members left were: Dr. M Lazarowich, E. Kryworuchko, and B. Radish. Following
this in February, Dr. M Lazarowich announced that he could not take on the
responsibility of writing the history and Mrs. Marko was invited to help.
By the March 1996 meeting Dr. Kulba from Montreal agreed to assist in the writing
of the USRA/TYC history. In September 1996 E. Kocha agreed to assist in writing
the history of USRA/TYC and he did receive all the required documents. In April
1997 Rev. Fr. M. Parfeniuk agreed to write the USRA/TYC history. Dr. Kondra sent
a letter to the National Executive requesting that the USRA/TYC History be
completed and sent to the committee by June 15, 1997. At that time the USRA/TYC
History Committee had some branch information but nothing had been written.
Another problem had arisen. Half of the branches had written their branch history
in Ukrainian only. These needed to be translated. Some of the Provincial Executives
had not sent in their history. By July 1997 the history project was progressing slowly.
Only 12 branches had submitted their history to date.
USRA/TYC Flag
The National Executive had developed three flags for the organization. Branches
received copies of the three proposed flag designs and had to let National Executive
which one was preferred.
Bylaws
On April 27, 1996 Eugene Harasymiw, President of USRL/CYC Provincial Executive,
wrote a letter to Andy Skrypniak responding to the proposed USRA/TYC Bylaws.
Eugene Harasymiw made the following comments regarding the proposed USRA/
TYC Bylaws:
1. We have a specific set of bylaws that were registered with Ottawa. Those
bylaws need to be reworked so that they can suit our present situation. Yet
we started from the beginning and ignored the work that was completed in
1989. It is also important to note that if TYC is going to be registered as a
new organization then someone needs to make sure that the proposed
bylaws meet all the requirements under the Act.
2. In the proposed USRA/TYC bylaws we need to remove Article 20, Section 3
which forbids participation in political campaigning. We need to get involved
with candidates that support and understand the Self-Reliance philosophy
and objectives. We will never get anywhere with a provision that bars
political activity.
Eugene Harasymiw was actively involved in USRA/TYC at all levels. He had worked
on the Constitutional Committee, was a prominent lawyer in Edmonton and was
well-respected in the Ukrainian Canadian community. He was understandably
upset that National USRA/TYC disregarded the 1989 Bylaws when the USRA/TYC
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Biennial Convention had approved the proposed bylaws in 1995 and continued
working on proposals for changes to that set of bylaws.
USRA/TYC Presidents’ Conference
Vancouver, 18-19 May 1996
President Dmytro Spytkowsky stated that the results of this conference would be
the plan of action for the future of the organization. The Bylaws had been revised,
work continued throughout all the branches, branches were assisting CYMK, and
USRA/TYC members were now on the parish councils. Topics at the Presidents’
Conference were:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Ukrainian Voice
Membership and how to increase it
Analyzing the Problem – setting and achieving clearly defined goals
SUS Foundation – To date $810,689 is in the capital fund. The Foundation
has paid out $669,600 to date. The CYMK Fund is within the SUS
Foundation and we need to reach the $50,000 goal.
USRL/CYC tour of Ukraine – 5th Anniversary of Ukrainian Independence
USRA/TYC Bylaws – This was an ongoing task
USRA/TYC emblem, flag and pin – At this conference the membership
accepted the design of flag #2.
CYMK and USRL/CYC

When the National Executive met in June 1996 they began the process of registering
USRA/TYC with Ottawa. All the work had been completed in the revision of the
bylaws. At this meeting the National Executive agreed to donate $1,000 to the CYMK
fund.
The annual membership dues to USRL/CYC National were $3,500 per year. The
National Executive had to send $8.33 to CYC for every branch member. This did not
sit well with the National Executive and needed to be discussed at the USRL/CYC
General Convention. Overall USRA/TYC membership was down.
The cost for the flag came in at $98.12 and the National Executive agreed that each
branch should pay $150 for the flag package which included a pole, the flag and a
carrying case.
In July, Dmytro Spytkowsky attempted to meet with Metropolitan Wasyly when he
was in Eastern Canada. He did meet with Bishop Yurij and they formally agreed to
meet at a later date. In his discussions with the Chancellor of the Presidium of the
UOCC the Chancellor stated that our church needs Orthodox organizations and we
have them. USRA/TYC is a lay organization but UOMA is an Orthodox organization
in our church.
On August 1, 1996 Dmytro Spytkowsky sent a letter to all USRA/TYC Presidents. In
the letter he outlined that in 1995 the National USRA/TYC Convention accepted the
proposed bylaws with some amendments that had to be incorporated into the official
bylaws. These same accepted 1995 bylaws were also being reviewed at the branch,
provincial and national levels of the organization. These changes have been presented
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to the Constitutional Committee and further amendments need to be introduced at
the 1997 USRA/TYC Biennial Convention in Edmonton.
In October 1996 Dmytro Spytkowsky informed the National Executive that the
Alberta USRA/TYC Provincial Executive had been dissolved and that in Alberta all
would be working under the umbrella of the USRL/CYC Provincial Executive.
CYMK Fund:
•
•

October – $29,000
November – $32,819

In June 1997, Mr. Korney, a member of the Controlling Committee spoke with
executive and stated the following:
• The Controlling Committee does not get the National Minutes.
• The Controlling Committee does not get the dates of the meetings,
agendas, nor are they invited to the meetings.
• The Controlling Committee does not know what is happening on
National Executive, what it has decided and how it completes its work.
• This is why the Controlling Committee cannot judge the work of
National Executive.

the
the
the
the

The reply that he received was that the main role of the Controlling Committee is to
review the financial books and not to control the work of the National Executive. In
the end the National Executive is responsible to the National Convention.
50th USRL/CYC National Convention
USRA/TYC Biennial Convention
Edmonton, 1997
The National USRL/CYC General Convention was scheduled for August 7-10, 1997
in Edmonton. The theme of the Convention was “The Celebration of Youth”.
Dmytro Spytkowsky was pleased with the results and progress during his third term
of office. He stated that:
• The CYMK Fund had reached $50,000.
• USRA/TYC has its own flag, logo and lapel pins.
• The Constitution Committee has come up with the most comprehensive and
all-encompassing constitution.
• The USRA/TYC History is progressing.
The USRA/TYC Bylaws were amended and approved by a unanimous vote (45 in
favour and 0 opposed).
John Jurychuk was elected National USRA/TYC President and the National Office
remained in Hamilton.
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Membership dues were raised to $31.00 – $25.00 to National Office and $6.00 to
Provincial Executives.
The USRA/TYC National Executive did not send out a National USRA/TYC
Newsletter during this term but Dmytro Spytkowsky did send out communiqués on
a regular basis to all branches informing them of decisions and future endeavours.
All in all Dmytro Spytkowsky accomplished a lot in his six years in office.
1. He rewrote the USRA/TYC Bylaws.
2. He created a logo, flag and a lapel pin for the organization.
3. He helped to raise the $50,000 CYMK Fund.
4. He worked on the USRA/TYC History Project for the CYC History Book.
5. He held Presidents’ Conferences and updated the Provincial and Branch
membership about USRA/TYC activities and initiatives.
6. He held regular meetings of the National Executive and kept all the records
of proceedings.
7. He supported the Ukrainian Voice.
8. He provided moral and financial support for CYMK.
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John Jurychuk
National USRA/TYC President
1997 to 2001
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Chapter Fourteen
1997 to 2001
John Jurychuk, Hamilton
Part One: 1997 – 1999
John Jurychuk was elected National USRA/TYC President at the 50th National
USRL/CYC Convention in Edmonton August 7-10, 1997. The National Office
remained in Hamilton and John Jurychuk took the leadership role from Dmytro
Spytkowsky, the previous National President. John had been on previous National
Executives and had a strong understanding of the leadership role that he had to take
on.
John Jurychuk and the National Executive met frequently (over 16 meetings) during
this term of office. He had the opportunity and made a point of travelling to the
different conferences throughout Canada.
At the 1997 Biennial USRA/TYC Conference the bylaws were amended and the
revised bylaws were sent to all branches and Provincial/Regional Executives. The
1997 Biennial USRA/TYC Minutes were written in both languages and were
distributed to all.
On October 18, 1997 John Jurychuk attended the USRL/CYC Executive Meeting in
Saskatoon. At the meeting discussion centred on the CYC History Project, CYC
Bylaws and the KYK Bylaws. The CYC History Project had not been completed and
this was causing concern for everyone.
The National USRA/TYC Executive set a budget for 1997-1998 at $16,850 and for
1998-1999 at $16,250. This was the first time that any National Executive had a
budget. A National Executive and Branch Presidents Roster was created. National
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membership dues from the branches were established at $31.00 of which $6.00 went
to the provincial or regional executive.
One of the very troubling aspects for this executive was the fact that National USRA/
TYC had to pay a $3,500 membership fee to National USRL/CYC yearly. The branch
membership had decreased in the last decade and it did not seem fair that USRA/
TYC had to pay the same amount as UWAC/CYK who had many more members.
National USRA/TYC was in arrears and by August 1998 the USRA/TYC National
Executive owed National USRL/CYC $5,375. This did not make the National
Executive happy.
The National USRA/TYC Executive was focused on assisting the SUS Foundation in
raising money. The Foundation had just reached the $1,000,000 mark and now they
were aiming for 1.25 million.
The National Executive investigated the possibility of ordering membership pins for
years of service at the branch level (5, 10, 15 ...years of service). The pins would cost
$2.50 and an additional 10 cents for each year on the pin. USRA/TYC Branches were
to be contacted for their input on the years of service pins.
Some of the branches were not happy with the status of the writing of the USRA/
TYC History. Branches had completed their own history by 1995 and were asked to
write additional information for the 1995 to 1997 period. The timeframe was short
and the editing team in the USRL/TYC history committee was condensing the text.
Dr. Peter Kondra Sr. was contacted for an explanation. USRA/TYC was allocated
only 35 pages in the USRL/CYC history book and the text had to be shortened. By
February 1999 all the USRA/TYC documents were in the hands of the CYC History
Committee. The book was being prepared for distribution at the Convention in
Regina.
The Ukrainian Voice, the national USRL/CYC newspaper, had designated June 18,
1998 as the AGM date. At the June 8, 1998 meeting of the USRA/TYC National
Executive, a motion was made by A. Skrypniak/M. Nechay that the USRL/CYC
National Executive needed to exercise its influence on the publication of the
newspaper so that in the future the publisher would create a more friendly and
progressive format that would interest individuals in getting a subscription. If this
did not occur, then USRA/TYC would not support the Ukrainian Voice at the next
USRL/CYC Convention. This motion was accepted at the meeting.
Membership dues were a concern at this time. Some branches did not send in their
membership dues to the National Executive but only included the provincial
membership dues. Other branches just sent in their national membership dues. This
caused a lot of confusion. It was decided that the provincial/regional membership
dues should be sent directly to the Provincial/Regional Executive and the national
dues would go to the National Executive. Another difficulty with membership dues
resulted when some provinces had only one or two branches and no provincial
executive. Branches were confused and questioned the necessity of sending in
membership dues to provinces that had no executives. This was the situation in
Alberta.
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When John Jurychuk attended the Saskatchewan USRL/CYC Provincial Conference
in the fall of 1998 he felt uncomfortable because the chair continued to refer to the
Ukrainian Orthodox Men’s Association sessions. Another outcome from the
Convention in Saskatchewan (men and ladies organizations) was the preference to
have all correspondence in both languages.
The next USRL/CYC Conference was taking place in Regina on August 19 to 22,
1999. The theme was “Тhe USRL Family in the New Millenium”. The USRA/TYC
National Executive reported this to all branches and Provincial/Regional Executives
and requested the following information:
• All branch Presidents or their Vice-Presidents needed to attend the
Conference.
• All branches needed to send delegates (one delegate for every five members)
to the Conference.
• Branch reports needed to be submitted to the National Executive by May
1999. The reports would not be read at the USRA/TYC Biennial Meeting.
• Branches needed to pay their membership fees in order to send delegates.
• Convention Registration costs for the delegates were set at $165 per adult
and $30 for CYMK members. The hotel would cost $75 per night.
At this time “Brotherhoods” were being established and the National Executive
needed to meet with the UOCC to discuss the purpose and role of the brotherhoods.
USRA/TYC branches were having difficulties in retaining members and getting new
members. Scarborough and Oshawa united into one branch in 1999. Toronto and
Long Branch made the same decision in April 1990.
51st URSL/CYC Convention
USRA/TYC Biennial Convention
Regina, 1999
At the 1999 USRA/TYC Biennial Meeting the following items discussed:
• The National Executive had more expenses than income. Part of this was
due to the fact that the membership dues to USRL/CYC were very high. It
was recommended that a committee be formed to look into the situation and
prepare a report for the USRL/CYC National Executive.
• A bylaw change was proposed: a new Article 3, paragraph 2 to be added as
follows “... is of Ukrainian Orthodox faith or espoused to a person of
Ukrainian Orthodox faith.” This proposed change was defeated.
• At the workshop during the Convention the following conclusions were
made:
◦◦ Every organization needs a project.
◦◦ More communication between the National Executive and the
branch membership must be developed.
◦◦ Members should belong and be active in executives of our parishes,
UCC/KYK, USRL/CYC, etc.
◦◦ Members should become more informed and more active in Canadian/
Ukrainian matters such as the Holocaust Museum Project and

113

◦◦
◦◦

Denaturalization and Deportation actions of the Canadian
Government.
The organization should take advantage of modern communication
such as e-mail, internet, and the UOCC website.
USRA/TYC and the UOCC should be partners in a greater
development of our religious strength and discipline.

John Jurychuk was elected President for a second term. The National Executive
would continue its work from Hamilton.
PROVINCE

CITY

MEMBERSHIP

British Columbia

Vancouver

11

Kelowna

19

Surrey

12

Edmonton

40

Calgary

37

Canora

13

Regina

32

Saskatoon

63

Yorkton

15

North Battleford

16

Manitoba

Winnipeg

30

Eastern Canada

Hamilton

66

Grimsby

5

Toronto

10

Long Branch

21

Montreal

1

Scarborough

5

Oshawa

4

Windsor

10

19 branches

410 Members

Alberta
Saskatchewan

TOTAL

Part Two: 1999 – 2001
John Jurychuk began his second term of office with the same energy and determination
that he had in his first term of office. The only difference now was that he had two
years of experience and was determined to be a strong leader.
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The National Executive established the budget for 1999-2000 and for 2000-2001 at
$16,800 for each year.
At the September 29, 1999 executive meeting it was announced that Rev. Fr. M.
Parfeniuk had completed the work in the USRA/TYC history for the CYC History
Project. Further information about the USRL/CYC History Project came in October
2000 emphasizing that Dr. Peter Kondra Sr. had all the USRA/TYC history materials
as well as other information and that Dr. Roman Yereniuk was writing the history
but that he required more information.
The UWAC Museum in Saskatoon was having financial difficulty and USRA/TYC
branches across Canada were encouraged to support them financially.
The Ottawa branch was to be renewed and Rev. Fr. Ihor Kutash agreed to be the
Branch President. This became a reality later in the year.
When Dr. Paul Kit passed away, he bequeathed a small portion of his estate to the
USRA/TYC National Executive. In his estate Dr. Pal Kit willed to the National
Executive 136 shares of NORTEL stock and 86 shares of BCE INC stock. The
reported value of the stock had decreased since the National Executive had received
the shares of NORTEL stock. A motion was made to keep both stocks but an
amendment was made to keep the NORTEL stock and sell the BCE INC stock. This
amended motion was approved at the 2001 Convention in Burnaby, B. C. At the
present time USRA/TYC still owns 136 shares in NORTEL.
Andy Skrypniak attended the USRL/CYC Conference in Alberta in the fall of 1999.
He reported that there were few delegates and that none of the USRA/TYC members
attended the Conference. At that time there was no USRA/TYC Provincial Executive
in Alberta. CYMK had its own problems and there was talk that Alberta and B.C.
should have their own Provincial Executive. In 1999 there were only 17 CYMK
branches across Canada. (Ontario – 3, Manitoba – 3, Saskatchewan – 3 and no
provincial executive, Alberta – 6 and British Columbia – 2). The CYMK branches did
not have a CYMK flag and the USRA/TYC National Executive agreed to cover the
cost to prepare the CYMK flag. In the December 1999 USRA/TYC Newsletter it was
stressed that CYMK needed to be kept active in every parish across Canada.
February 2000 was announced as the SUS Foundation month and that all USRA/
TYC branches needed to collect money for the Foundation.
USRA/TYC Presidents’ Conference
Hamilton, May 2000
At the January 29th 2000 executive meeting it was decided to hold a Presidents’
Conference in Hamilton from May 27 to 29, 2000. It was a desire of the National
Executive to have the Presidents and Vice Presidents as well as the Bishops and a
few priests attend the Presidents’ Conference. At this time the branches were weak
and the USRA/TYC leadership wanted to strengthen this across Canada. The
Presidents’ Conference was only for the branch executives and no other delegates
would be allowed to participate. Lydia Talpash was also invited to attend the
conference as the National CYMK President and to speak on the relationship
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between CYMK and TYC. About 20 Branch Presidents and Vice Presidents and
National Executive members had agreed to attend the conference.
The topics for discussion at the USRA/TYC Presidents’ Conference were:
1. SUS Foundation: The SUS Foundation Executive planned to educate all
TYC and UWAC members in realizing what the Foundation has done for
the Ukrainian Canadian community. The USRA/TYC branches were asked
to spearhead fundraising campaigns in their communities.
2. USRA/TYC Bylaws: There was concern about Article 30 in the USRA/TYC
Bylaws. The clause stated that “upon dissolution of a local, all monies are
forwarded to the National Executive.” In B.C. this was a problem because
the branches received casino money and that money needed to stay in the
province. The Presidents decided that in addition to the statement in the
clause there was a need to add the following, “except where we are governed
by the laws of the said province and any money generated from provincial
resources need to stay in that province.” This was to be presented at the
National USRL/CYC Convention in August of 2001.
3. 2001 USRL/CYC Convention: The National Convention was to take place
in Burnaby B.C. from August 9 to 12, 2001. The Convention Theme:
“Building a New Vision to Secure our Future”.
4. USRA/TYC Handbook: The National Executive felt that it would be
important to have a members/branch handbook similar to the one that
Stephen Senyk had created in 1990 for all the branches. All agreed that the
handbook should be updated as a resource book for USRA/TYC branches.
5. Discipline in USRA/TYC: USRA/TYC Branches needed to abide by and
follow the bylaws. There was at times a lack of respect for one another. Poor
communication between the National Executive, Provincial/Regional
Executives and local branches had to be resolved. English and Ukrainian
could be used by all at meetings and in communication.
6. USRA/TYC and USRL/CYC Relationship: It was mentioned that USRA/
TYC has no contact with the Ukrainian National Homes and with the
Ukrainian Community Centres. The Presidents stressed that national
membership fees to USRL/CYC were too high and equal to the UWAC rate
despite fewer TYC members and branches.
7. USRA/TYC and CYMK Relationship: It was discovered that the young
CYMK members enjoyed contributing to church activities. With the USRL/
CYC family organizations there was a need for programs that the CYMKivtsi
could get involved in and in this way learn about the USRL/CYC family
organizations. At this time USRA/TYC and UWAC/CYK did not provide
continuity for the younger generation.
Overall, John Jurychuk was pleased with the Presidents’ Conference. The Presidents
realized that the organization needs changes so that young men would be encouraged
to join the USRA/TYC ranks. The Presidents’ Conference cost $4,000.
At the October 2000 National Executive meeting discussion ensued about a National
USRA/TYC Project that could create interest in its members, could inspire potential
members and could combat dwindling membership in USRA/TYC across Canada.
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This information was stressed in the November Bulletin from the National Executive.
Two of National Presidents passed away in November 2000 – Otto Jereniuk
(Edmonton) and Metro Kereluke (Regina).
With the USRL/CYC Convention approaching in 2001, the National Executive began
to remind all branch executives that all reports and membership dues needed to be
in the National Office by May 31 of 2001. A nominating committee had to be
established and the bylaws changes were to be presented at the Convention.
The Statute Committee recommended the following changes to the USRA/TYC
National Bylaws:
1. Article 8.6 – “Quebec Director” be deleted.
2. Article 8.7 – “Ontario Director” be changed to Eastern Canada Director.
3. Article 30 – Add the following paragraph: “In the event that the branch
being dissolved was involved in fundraising activities governed by provincial
or federal charitable regulations it is understood those monies must be
distributed according to those provincial or federal regulations.”
These proposed changes to the USRA/TYC National Bylaws were approved for
presentation at the USRL/CYC Convention.
52nd USRL/CYC Convention
USRA/TYC Biennial Convention
Vancouver, 2001
At the USRA/TYC Biennial Meeting John Jurychuk reported that he had travelled
more than 5,000 kilometers and cooperated with all the component organizations in
USRL/CYC. There were many challenges and successes. The National Executive did
not work on fundraising strategies for the SUS Foundation as was required by a
resolution from the 1999 Convention. More could have been done to keep the
branches abreast of issues and that this could be a focus for the next National
Executive.
At the USRL/CYC Convention in 2001 the USRA/TYC National Bylaws were
addressed.
1. Article 8.6 – “Quebec Director” be deleted. This was approved.
2. Article 8.7 – “Ontario Director” be changed to Eastern Canada Director.
This was approved
3. Article 30 – Add the following paragraph: “In the event that the branch
being dissolved was involved in fundraising activities governed by provincial
or federal charitable regulations it is understood those monies must be
distributed according to those provincial or federal regulations.” This was
not approved but it was tabled until the next USRL/CYC Convention in
2003. All branches were encouraged to add to their own bylaws an article
that would cover branches that were using provincial lottery money for
their projects.
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The following USRA/TYC Resolutions were discussed and approved:
1. Resolution #4 – that the National Executive develop and keep up to date an
e-mail registry of all USRA/UOMA/TYC members across Canada and make
it available to all USRA/TYC branches across Canada
2. Resolution #5 – that the National Executive undertake to research and
devise a plan whereby such service organizations (men’s groups or
brotherhoods that do not belong to USRA/TYC) may become USRA/TYC
branches.
3. Resolution #7 – that the National Executive undertake an archival project
involving the STEP program or any cooperative funding program to store
the USRA/TYC archives on computer disc or CD Rom for full implementation,
documentation and marketing by the 2003 USRL/CYC Convention.
4. Resolution #8a (repeated from the 1999 Convention) – that the National
Executive and the SUS Foundation form a joint committee to examine
fundraising strategies; that this joint committee report the results of their
deliberations to the USRL/CYC National Executive and to each member
branch of USRA/TYC before the end of 1999 (2001); that all USRA/UOMA/
TYC locals dedicate themselves to a SUS Foundation awareness campaign
and to aggressive fundraising.
5. Resolution #8b (repeated from the 1999 Convention) – that the National
Executive maintain a continuous effort to stay abreast of issues, causes and
undertakings within the Ukrainian Orthodox community; that the National
Executive inform all branches about them and encourage their participation
in them and that the National Executive co-ordinate such activities so as to
bring about maximum fruition from the effort of all branches involved.
Other resolutions dealt with renewal of the USRL/CYC vision, support for the
Ukrainian immigrants to Canada and Canadian denaturalization and deportation.
These resolutions were also accepted by the delegates.
The following resolution did not get the support of the delegates: “Therefore Be It
Resolved that in order to be a member of a TYC/UOMA branch, the potential member
or his spouse must be a member of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of Canada.” A
subsequent resolution did not get the support of the delegates: “That this matter
(membership in the UOCC) be referred to a Constitution committee for further
consideration”. The idea of a member of USRA/TYC being a member of the Ukrainian
Orthodox Church was not popular within the ranks of the delegates and membership
in general.
The final point that was brought up by the delegates was for the new executive to
review the aims and objectives of the organization. It was pointed out that within the
bylaws there are 12 points and that this is too cumbersome for many of us and
difficult to explain who we really are to non-members.
The delegates elected Andy Skrypniak USRA/TYC National President for the 20012003 term.
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Chapter Fifteen
2001 to 2003
Andy Skrypniak, Hamilton
Andy Skrypniak was elected National USRA/TYC President at the 2001 Convention.
He had been a member of USRA/TYC Hamilton Branch since 1988 and had been
involved in CYMK activities from a young age. As well, Andy Skrypniak had been on
the Eastern Canada Provincial Executive for 8 years and was involved with the
National USRA/TYC Executive for the past 12 years in a number of capacities. He
believed that USRA/TYC needed a new direction if it was going to celebrate its 100th
Anniversary. There were 19 active branches at this time and all were working as a
service organization in the Ukrainian Orthodox church community.
Andy Skrypniak held meetings on a regular basis and made sure that all members
of the executive were involved in decision-making and in taking responsibility for
projects.
Archives/History
Bylaws/Incorporation
Newsletter
Website
Certificate/Easter and Christmas Greetings

Andy Skrypniak
Emil Fedak
Walter Rosizky
Roman Spytkowsky
Dmytro Spytkowsky

The first meeting of the National Executive took place on October 3, 2001. At that
meeting the executive discussed the following:
• The need to communicate via e-mail. This would also require the
establishment of a data base with members’ e-mail addresses.
• A budget was to be established at the next meeting. Bank balance: Term
Deposits - $3,000; General Account - $5,185.98; Nortel shares – 136; and
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BCE shares – 86. All funds and accounting had been transferred to the new
executive. BCE shares were to be sold as soon as possible according to the
decision made at the Convention. The BCE shares were sold in November of
2001 for $3,242.84. The Nortel shares were held in the hope that they would
recover some of their value. By October 2002 the share value had dropped
to eighty cents per share and the National Executive made the decision to
reduce the fixed asset in the balance sheet from $9,647 to $200.
The President had contacted the majority of USRA/TYC Presidents and had
discussed the status of their membership and events at their branches.
The 2001 Convention Minutes had been prepared and sent to all branches.
Andy Skrypniak attended the Alberta USRL/CYC Provincial Convention in
Edmonton. He had a chance to speak to members of affiliate men’s clubs.
There were five such clubs in Edmonton and not one belonged to the USRL/
CYC family organizations. All of these clubs had similar goals as USRA/
TYC. They were all willing to discuss the possibility of working together or
becoming USRA/TYC locals.
Andy Skrypniak and John Jurychuk were members of the USRL/CYC Focus
Group Committee. The committee was established at the 2001 Convention.
The focus of this committee was to prepare a report based on input from all
stakeholders regarding the need to rebuild the Ukrainian Orthodox
community with the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of Canada. This would
result in the growth of both the UOCC and USRL/CYC.
The National Executive focused on better communication and began
implementing the following:
◦◦ National Executive Minutes to be sent to all branches after each
meeting;
◦◦ establishment of a USRA/TYC website;
◦◦ creation of a USRA/TYC brochure outlining who we are and what we
do; and
◦◦ acceptance of the need for a National Chaplain on the National
Executive.

2001 USRL/CYC Convention
Burnaby
At the 2001 USRL/CYC Convention in Burnaby a presentation was made about the
CYC organization and how it should look in the future. After a full discussion at the
Convention all the findings were collected and reviewed by the committee. The
committee consisted of 16 individuals from all the organizations and from across the
country. The Futures Conference Committee outlined its work at the February 23,
2002 meeting.
• A draft needed to be sent out to all branches by May of 2002.
• An implementation plan was to be created by June 2002 with input from the
branches.
• In the fall of 2002 all ideas would be shared at the Fall USRL/CYC
Conference for discussion and input.
• The final draft would be prepared in February of 2003 and sent to all
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branches for approval at the 2003 National USRL/CYC Convention.
Archives

and

History Project

The USRA/TYC archives were not in good shape. The National Executive felt that,
based on the resolution from the Convention, all the archives should be located in
one place and that a USRA/TYC branch should take on this responsibility. All of the
Provincial USRA/TYC archives should be collected and sent to the Ukrainian Voice
Newspaper for storage by April 30, 2002. All of the archives from 1958 to 1991 were
at the Ukrainian Voice Newspaper in Winnipeg and the archives from 1991 to 2001
were in Hamilton. Late in 2002 the National Executive felt that since the USRL/
CYC History Project was not moving ahead and that it was unlikely to be published,
there was no point in continuing the TYC History Project. All of the TYC history
material was outdated and would not show the true history of the organization at
this time. The CYC history project was one of frustration for all of the previous
National Executives and it seemed that nothing was going to be accomplished at this
point in time. The National Executive decided to hire a student to do some research
in the Ukrainian Voice Archives. This also proved fruitless and did not result in any
further information on the Past Presidents. Finally, Andy Skrypniak voiced his
concern over the archives early in 2003. He stated that the USRL/CYC archives need
to collected and stored in a proper facility. Branches needed to make sure that their
archives were in good order as well.
A SUS Foundation request for funds was sent to all USRA/TYC branches. USRA/
TYC supported the SUS Foundation and the support never wavered. To this day
support of the SUS Foundation continues.
USRA/TYC National membership fee to USRL/CYC was $3,500 per year.
The National Executive began discussing what could be done to celebrate the 75th
Anniversary of USRA/TYC. A decision was made that all correspondence and
letterheads would incorporate the 75th Anniversary logo and banner. All of the past
National Presidents would be acknowledged at the next USRL/CYC Convention. At
the June 25, 2002 meeting of the National Executive a letter from USRA/TYC
Kelowna Branch questioned the validity of the 75th USRA/TYC anniversary. This
was a serious problem because no one had the exact details and facts about the
formation of USRA/TYC.
It was decided that incorporation was costly and that there was no need to go to that
length.
Bylaws were being reviewed and the committee was looking at three areas that
needed some revision:
• Aims and Objects
• Eligibility for membership
• Addition to the Bylaws to allow affiliate organizations
At the USRL/CYC June 20, 2002 meeting of the National Executive the
following decisions and information were shared:
• All 2003 convention reports from all USRA/UOMA/TYC branches needed to
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be in the hands of the National Executive by June 1, 2003.
The parade of flags was discontinued and there would only be one flag from
each component organization in the procession.
USRA/TYC membership fees were reduced to $1,000 per year. In April 2003
A. Skrypniak announced at an Executive Meeting that the USRL/CYC
National Executive had changed its mind and was now requesting $3,500.
The National USRA/TYC Executive sent $1,000 as was agreed to in June
2002 and hoped to resolve the issue at the 2003 USRL/CYC Convention in
Calgary.
A motion was passed to transfer the USRL/CYC History and Publication
Fund ($96,000) to the SUS Foundation and there would be a special fund for
USRL/CYC Publications in the SUS Foundation.
A second motion was passed to transfer the balance of the USRL/CYC
General Account ($71,000) to the SUS Foundation and interest earned from
this fund would be designated for USRL/CYC National Executive.
The Ukrainian Voice Newspaper had a loss of $50,000 in 2002 and was in
serious trouble. There were 1,275 subscribers and 3,500 members.
The 2001 Convention Committee in Burnaby, B.C. returned $6,000 to the
National USRL/CYC Executive. This was the surplus from the convention.

Andy Skrypniak proposed that if all the USRA/TYC Branches had the same National
Project that it would result in a more unified and united USRA/TYC organization.
At the fall 2002 Provincial Convention in Eastern Canada and Saskatchewan Andy
Skrypniak announced that he would not be seeking a second term and that the
general consensus was that the next National Executive should go to a group in
Western Canada. A Nominating Committee was established. The initial members
were Rev. Fr. Taras Makowsky and David Mysak. Another member would be coopted from Saskatoon. Early in 2003 David Mysak declined to be a member of the
Nominating Committee and Orest Warnyca was added to the committee. In April
2003 the committee reported that they did not have success in putting together a
new National USRA/TYC Executive in Saskatoon. Their next step was to investigate
if there was any interest in Regina to take on the National Executive. The last time
they had the National Executive was from 1985 to 1991.
USRA/TYC Presidents’ Conference
Hamilton, 2003
The Presidents’ Conference was held in the spring of 2003 in Hamilton. It was an
overwhelming success. Professor Eugene Luczkiw, a member of USRA/TYC Grimsby,
was the conference moderator. The final report indicated that the Presidents came to
a consensus on the following topics:
• TYC’s core beliefs and values: Vision, Integrity, Commitment, Service,
Collaboration”
• The Purpose of TYC: “To continue and enhance the pioneering spirit of our
forefathers and to perpetuate the religious, moral, cultural and national
values of Canada as Ukrainians and Canadians.”
• The Vision of TYC: “TYC is a vibrant influential organization composed of
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dedicated mature members utilizing its diversity of talents to serve our
organization, the UOCC and our local and global communities.”
This information was shared with all the branches and a further workshop on this
took take place at the 2003 Convention in Calgary with all the TYC delegates. It was
the hope that the organization could finalize and adopt a vision and mission
statement based on the present reality of the organization. At the 2003 Convention
in Calgary the USRA/TYC delegates attended a workshop and on a motion from Dr.
Harry Hohol/Stan Klopoushak a motion was made, “That this TYC meeting (2003
Biennial USRA/TYC meeting) accepts for the organization the following: Core
Values, Purpose and Vision. The delegates also agreed that the new USRA/TYC
National Executive needed to work on the “Mission Statement” and present it to the
membership at a later date.
Andy Skrypniak had the opportunity to discuss the issue of priest support in USRA/
TYC and CYMK with the UOCC Chancellor Rev. Fr. Wm. Makarenko. David
Makowsky had been frustrated by the fact that the Consistory and Rev. Fr.
Makarenko had been addressing CYMK as the Youth Association and not CYMK
(Ukrainian Orthodox Youth). David also felt that there was not enough support from
our priests. Andy Skrypniak asked Rev. Fr. Makarenko what was needed to obtain
priest support. Rev. Fr. Makarenko responded by saying that:
• TYC must include Orthodoxy into its constitution (Bylaws).
• The Metropolitan should be made President of USRL/CYC.
This was not the response that Andy Skrypniak was looking for.
On May 9 2003 TYC Vancouver Branch dissolved. There was no explanation.
The Eastern Canada USRA/TYC Executive was honoring long-standing members in
its branches with 50 year pins. The USRA/TYC National Executive took over this
responsibility and the pins became available to any branch across Canada that
wanted to honor their long-serving members.
53rd USRL/CYC Convention
USRA/TYC Biennial Conference
Calgary, 2003
The USRL/CYC National Convention took place in Calgary from August 7 to 10,
2003. By July of that year, 67 USRA/TYC delegates had registered for the Convention.
Andy Skrypniak reminded all branches to send in their reports by June 15, 2003 and
that the Convention Information Package would be sent to all the delegates before
the Convention. All of the Bylaw changes were prepared and sent to the branches 90
days before the Convention.
The Minutes from the 2003 USRA/TYC Convention covered a lot of information.
Some of the key points from the meeting were:
• Delegates passed a motion recommending to USRL/CYC that USRA/TYC
National membership fees should be $1,000 per year.
• In their reports many branches indicated that they were contributing large
amounts of money to the church (parish).
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The USRA/TYC archives were not in good order and difficult to locate. There
was no accurate record of Past Presidents.
The USRA/TYC History Project could not be accurately completed because
there was limited information. If in the future accurate information is
obtained, the USRA/TYC History Project could be re-established.

The discussion on Bylaw changes garnered a lot of discussion.
• Article 3: Eligibility for Membership
◦◦ Add to point 4 – “or a resident of Canada”
◦◦ Add point 5 – “is a member of or a supporter of the Ukrainian
Orthodox Church of Canada.” Both of these changes were not
accepted by the delegates.
• Article 10: National Executive Guidelines: From point 4 delete the words “at
least four times in each calendar year”. This motion was amended to read
“The National Executive shall meet at least six (6) times in each calendar
year”. The amendment was accepted and the motion carried.
• Major addition: Affiliate Clubs: “Any organization that does similar
community work as TYC and shares the same aims and objects as TYC,
may apply to become an affiliate member. The club would apply to National
TYC for affiliation and would pay an agreed-upon membership fee. All
members of the affiliate club would be entitled to the same benefits as a
TYC member other than holding a National Executive position.” This
motion was accepted.
• Major deletion:Abolishment of all Provincial Executives: All references to
Provincial Executives to be deleted from the constitution. This amendment
was not accepted by the delegates.
• Article 2: Aims and Objects: At the time of this Convention there were 12
aims and objects. The thought was to simplify this to four basic ones. They
are as follows:
◦◦ To perform deeds and acts that contribute to the continual growth of
the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of Canada and to encourage its
members to practice and live by the Christian principles as
enunciated by the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of Canada.
◦◦ To develop and maintain within its membership profound pride, love
and respect for their Ukrainian heritage and to promote the study
and knowledge of the history and geography of Ukraine, its language,
literature, music, arts and crafts, traditions and customs, as
distinctive attributes of their identity.
◦◦ To promote the welfare of and to co-operate with the member
organizations, institutions and affiliated members associated under
the Ukrainian Self-Reliance League of Canada, paying particular
attention to CYMK where we shall take an active role in helping
CYMK grow, prosper and develop future leaders.
◦◦ To promote within the Ukrainian Canadian community an attitude
of excellence in Canadian citizenship, to cultivate among its members
a deep and abiding understanding of and respect for parliamentary
institutions and the rule of law and the obligation to respect the
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rights of others.
To encourage club members, by precept and example, to lead lives
based on the principles of self-respect, self-reliance and
resourcefulness
◦◦ To aid Ukrainians in the Diaspora in their struggles for cultural,
religious and human rights and in their homeland for human rights
and for the rule of law.
These were the basic changes that were presented by the National Executive
for consideration. A motion had been made to retain all 12 Aims and Objects
but that motion was defeated (21 in favour and to 22 opposed).
◦◦

•

Stan Klopoushak/Alex Patryluk moved that the TYC Bylaws be amended with the
12 aims and Objects replaced by points 1 to 6. This was tabled and subsequently
raised after the workshop discussion ended. This amendment was accepted by
the delegates.
Dr. Tony Harras was elected National USRA/TYC President. The national office was
moving back to Regina.
Andy Skrypniak was the youngest elected National USRA/TYC President. He took
his responsibilities seriously and he was concerned about the future of USRA/TYC
and USRL/CYC. Andy presented a number of issues to the membership in his report
to the delegates at the Convention. The issues that he addressed were:
• Lack of communication – the National Executive e-mailed all minutes of
meetings, USRA/TYC newsletters on three different occasions, and minutes
that came from National CYMK and USRL/CYC. The branches and
Provincial Executives did not send in their minutes. This was not
appreciated.
• History of USRA/TYC – No one knew exactly when USRA/TYC was formed.
There was no concrete evidence at this time. The archives need to be
collected and thoroughly searched.
• Futures Project – This project started three and a half years ago with no
real end in sight. The report had been sent to all TYC branches but feedback
came from only a few.
• USRL/CYC National Executive – The Executive met only twice during the
2001-2003 term of office.
• UOCC and USRA/TYC – We need to work together. USRA/TYC has always
worked for the benefit of our church and does not interfere in matters that
are clearly in the purview of the UOCC. We look forward to furthering our
ties with the UOCC and hope that more clergy will became members of
USRA/TYC.
In Andy Skrypniak’s concluding remarks he stated the following: “I am a strong
supporter of tradition, but we need to spend less time talking about what we once were
and celebrating all the anniversaries and focus on embracing the challenges of today,
work together in a positive manner and we will have many more anniversaries to
celebrate in the future.”
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Chapter Sixteen
2003 to 2009
Dr. Tony Harras, Regina
Part One: 2003 – 2005
Dr. Tony Harras served as the National USRA/TYC President for three terms. The
National USRA/TYC Office returned to Regina. In Regina there was a very strong
UOMA/TYC Branch and the members were ready to commit not only to their branch
but to the National USRA/TYC office.
At the very first meeting of the new executive (August 18, 2003) the following matters
were dealt with:
• The draft copy of the USRA/TYC 2003 Biennial Convention Minutes were
prepared and discussed.
• Dr. Tony Harras informed the Executive that he received a $10,000 cheque
from the previous executive and he was ready to open a new bank account.
There was still $3,000 that was being held by the previous executive. Once
they had paid off all of their debts the balance of the money would be
forwarded to Regina.
• Everyone agreed that the USRA National Executive needed to publish four
USRA/TYC newsletters per year.
• Yars Lozowchuk had the eight mission statements that were developed in
Calgary at the Convention. The newly-elected executive would need to write
a mission statement based on these eight. The workshop in Calgary at the
2003 Convention developed the core values, purpose and vision. The final
task that was delegated by the Convention was to finalize the mission
statement. By April 2004 the executive had developed a mission statement
and this was sent to all branches for consideration. Branches did respond to
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this mission statement. In the end the following mission statement was
adopted:
◦◦ “To provide resources, activities, and programs that contribute to the
spiritual and cultural growth of our members and to the maintenance,
nurturing and growth of a caring, committed and visionary
Ukrainian Orthodox community within Canadian society.”
Dr. Tony Harras and his executive had a vision for the USRA/TYC organization and
began developing a plan that would revitalize the men’s groups across Canada.
USRA/TYC future plans:
• profile members across Canada in the newsletters;
• follow the Regina Branch Handbook as an example for all branches to adopt
in Canada;
• develop national projects that branches could adopt for themselves; and
• identify potential clubs or brotherhoods that could become members of the
USRA/TYC men’s organization.
The USRA/TYC History Project was still being discussed. Although the previous
executive felt that at this time (2002) there was not enough accurate information to
warrant any further effort towards the writing of the TYC History for the CYC
History Project, Dr. Tony Harras felt that it would be worthwhile to contact Dr.
Peter Kondra Sr. The executive needed to know out how far advanced the CYC
History Project was. In the end the executive was told that the USRL/CYC History
was in the hands of CYC National Executive.
The executive proceeded to process the National Bylaws and have them available in
electronic form. Dr. Ed. Klapoushak agreed to take on this responsibility. One
concern that the executive expressed was the fact that the full National Executive
had to meet six times a year. The new executive decided that the full executive would
meet annually and that the elected executive would meet on a need-to-basis. The
issue would be brought up at the next Biennial meeting in 2005. The final electronic
version of the Bylaws was ready by February 2004.
The issue of national fees to USRL/CYC remained unresolved. National USRA/TYC
had to pay $3,500 per year. The fees for 2003 were not paid in full and this matter
needed to be discussed with the National USRL/CYC President Michael Zaleschuk.
Because the membership fees for USRA/TYC were so high and because there were
fewer members, the executive decided that a yearly payment of $1,000 would be
made and that this issue had to be resolved at the 2005 Biennial Convention. Under
the leadership of Past President Andy Skrypniak, Michael Zaleschuk, USRL/CYC
President, had agreed in 2002 that the membership dues should be $1,000. Later on
that year the USRL/CYC Executive demanded $3,500 which was the amount decided
at a previous convention. Membership dues of $1,000 were sent to USRL/CYC
National for the years 2004 and 2005.
In the November 2003 Newsletter to all branches Dr. Tony Harras addressed all the
issues brought up at the National USRA/TYC Biennial Convention. His emphasis
was on the branches and their activities. He stated that “programs at the local level
(Branch) should focus on at least the following areas:
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1.
2.
3.
4.

Ukrainian language retention;
fostering the growth of Ukrainian culture;
supporting the Ukrainian Orthodox Church; and
service to branch members.”

He further emphasized “that the branch program contain activities that supported
one or more of the following:
1. the broader Ukrainian community in Canada;
2. Ukrainians in the Diaspora; and
3. individuals, communities, organizations and or institutions in Ukraine.” 1
Dr. Tony Harras and his newly-elected executive had taken to heart the core values,
purpose and vision that had been developed in Calgary at the Biennial Convention.
As a result, the executive began looking at having a “National Forum” to look at
further visions and activities of the Ukrainian Canadian Orthodox community. The
branches were asked to identify what and how they had adopted in the focus areas
as well as whom they supported. Dr. Tony Harras further stated that “...We would
hope to create a process where we become more aware of what it means to be Ukrainian
Orthodox Men and what we must do to maintain the Ukrainian Orthodox Church.”
(National TYC Executive Meeting No. 5 [workshop] February 9, 2004). After further
deliberations, (March 7, 2004 executive meeting) the executive began considering
holding a National TYC forum to discuss “the status of the church and the challenges
that affect it.”
USRL/CYC Futures Workshop
February, 2004
The CYC Futures Workshop was set for February 27 to 29, 2004. This was being
organized by the CYC National Executive and it was going to be a very important
workshop for the USRL/CYC family organizations. Dr. Tony Harras, Yars Lozowchuk
and Wayne Hydeman agreed to attend the Futures Workshop. The conference was
very successful. The workshop participants identified eight main areas where doable and effective action could be taken. These eight areas would benefit the
Ukrainian Canadian Orthodox community (USRL/CYC and UOCC) in a variety of
positive ways. Groups worked with eight proposed statements (themes) to come up
with some thoughts and actions that would bring these to life. These eight areas
were:
1. Serve and support the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of Canada (UOCC) in its
emerging mission and embrace/affirm its distinct character.
2. Foster an appreciation for and promote the development of contemporary
Ukrainian Canadian culture and identity.
3. Coordinate, lead and direct activities of USRL/CYC component organizations.
4. Provide leadership and advocacy on issues affecting the Ukrainian Canadian
community.
5. Provide leadership support to the development of democratic institutions
and unity/strength of Orthodoxy in Ukraine.
6. Promote the core values of self respect, self help, and self reliance/assurance.
1

National TYC Executive Letter No. 1 To All TYC Branches November 2003
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7.
8.

Provide clarity on the relationship between the USRL/CYC and the UOCC.
Ensure the future of USRL/CYC by assisting youth and recruiting members,
etc.

Finally, “The consensus of the workshop participants was that, inherent in the above,
one of the most pressing needs was to establish a formal mechanism for dialogue
between the UOCC and the USRL and to use that as one of the vehicles to help identify
action that would be subsequently taken to grow the overall community.” When the
workshop ended, it was decided to have a four or five person committee go over
everything that was decided and then further action would be taken. (Creating Hope
for the Future through Action and Change, USRL-CYC February 28, 2004 Workshop)
USRA/TYC Workshop
April, 2004
On April 30 the USRA/TYC National Executive held a workshop. The purpose of this
workshop was specifically to consider the CYC Futures Report (February 28, 2004)
and to see what USRA/TYC National might do with respect to following up on
projects and suggestions in the report. After going through the list of activities, the
committee selected ten that were thought to be acceptable and reasonable for TYC
National, Provincial and branches to consider. The following, given in order of
priority, are the ones chosen for further action:
Theme 2: Foster an appreciation and promote the development of contemporary
Ukrainian Canadian culture and identity.
1. Sponsor adult cultural immersion camps.
2. Commission works by Ukrainian Canadian artists.
Theme 4: Provide leadership and advocacy on issues affecting the Ukrainian
community.
3. Commission position papers on core USRL values and current issues.
Theme 5: Provide leadership support to the development of democratic
institutions and unity/strength of Orthodoxy in Ukraine.
4. Support UCC in supervising elections in Ukraine.
5. Each National Executive take on one project to assist Ukraine.
6. Ethics course in Ukraine and Canada.
Theme 8: Ensure the future of USRL by assisting youth and recruiting members,
etc.
7. Task force to identify heritage churches and plan for preservation.
8. Immigrant Handbook distribution.
Theme 1: Serve and support the UOCC in its emerging mission and embrace/
affirm its distinctly conciliar Ukrainian Canadian character.
9. Commission translation of Mulyk-Lutsyk history of the UOCC in E
format.
Theme 6: Promote our core values of self respect, self help, and self reliance/
assurance.
10. Position paper on USRL core values.
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Following the workshop the USRA/TYC National Executive decided to share its
finding with all local USRA/TYC branches and explain what had been accomplished
and what they planned to do with the identified projects. It was hoped that USRA/
TYC branches would undertake some of the identified projects. During the September
13, 2004 Conference Call Meeting the discussion centered on the identified projects
and it was decided that there were too many and that the USRA/TYC Executive
should narrow this down to about two or three projects for the USRA/TYC branches.
Dr. Tony Harras emphasized that the church should be one focus and priority for the
membership. He stated that that church numbers are sagging and for many
Ukrainians the church is no longer the rallying point.
In the March 2004 Bulletin Dr. Tony Harras showed his leadership and his concern
for the situation that USRA/TYC found itself in. He stated that, “.....our organization
is facing some major challenges ...Rather than belaboring the fact that we have not
been overly successful in making our organization attractive to the younger generation,
we should focus on determining which programs are going to be relevant and valuable
for our potential members ... To some extent we need to shift our emphasis from oneself
to building community ... Further we have to keep in mind that all of our potential
members do not see their world as we see our world. To deal with this, we need to offer
a wide range of programs, service and support to our current and potential
membership.”2
In the June 2004 Bulletin Dr. Tony Harras referred to the community as “.....our
traditional Ukrainian Orthodox members, individuals associated with our community
through mixed marriages and members of our Church who are of non-Ukrainian
descent.” He continued in the same bulleting by saying tha, “In order to develop a
sense of community we have to genuinely embrace and support people from all of the
above groups. ... Unless we do so, our children, the non-members children of our
extended families and the wavering will not be impressed nor convinced that they
want to be part of our community. The need to build community is fundamental since
without a community there cannot be a future.”3
The National Executive was notified that Yorkton USRA/TYC was in difficulty and
looking to close its doors. This became a reality in April 2004.
USRA/TYC Symposium
2005
At the September 13, 2004 meeting of the National Executive and Branch Presidents
a motion was made to support in principle TYC National’s idea of holding a
‘symposium” to address matters of lay participation in the life of our church. A
National Symposium and Consultation Committee was formed and chaired by Yars
Lozowchuk. The Symposium theme was Lay Participation in the Life of the Church.
The purpose of the Symposium was:
• to review, clarity and renew the participants’ understanding of the role of
laity in the life of the Orthodox church;
2
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•
•
•

to deepen the understanding of “Sobornopravnist” – Conciliarity in the
history of Orthodoxy and in particular in the Ukrainian Orthodox church;
to review, clarify and renew the original vision of lay participation in the life
of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of Canada; and
to contribute to the discussion and resolution of issues facing the Ukrainian
Orthodox and Greek Orthodox community in Canada and to articulate
vision principles of servant leadership in our Ukrainian community.

Each branch needed to send one representative to the symposium. The committee
sent out invitations to UWAC/CYK, CYMK, USRL/CYC National, Ukrainian
Orthodox League (USA), Consistory members of the UOCC and the St. Andrew’s
College Board. The committee was hopeful that representation would come from all
of these national organizations. This Symposium was to take place in Winnipeg at
St. Andrew’s College May 13 to 15, 2005. The registration fee was set at $55 for
adults and $25 for students. The budget for the Symposium was established at
$12,450. Travel costs for all presenters had to be covered and each one would receive
an honorarium. The following foundations were approached for financial assistance:
Shevchenko Foundation (granted $1,250) and the SUS Foundation (granted $2,000).
All of the presentations were in English and a video would be produced. By the time
the Symposium was to begin, all of the logistics had been ironed out. At the
Symposium seven papers were presented to the faithful:
Paper #1

“Clarifying the Paradigm” presented by Rev. Fr.
Andrew Jarmus

Paper #2

“What is the place of Canon Law in the life of the
Church?” presented by Rev. Fr. Taras Udod

Paper #3

“Participation of the laity in the life of the Orthodox
Church during Apostolic times and the First
Millennium” presented by Dr. Valerie Karras

Paper #4

“An overview of the participation of the laity in
Ukrainian Orthodox Church life from the time of the
Kyivan Rus to the end of the 19th Century” presented
by Dr. Frank Sysyn

Paper #5

“Church, State and the Nation in twentieth century
Ukraine” presented by Dr. Serhii Plokhii

Paper #6

“Participation in the life of laity in Church Life in 20th
Century in traditional Orthodox lands and the US
Greek Orthodox experience” presented by Dr. Valerie
Karras

Paper #7

“Immigration and contemporary North American
experiences – the experience of the Ukrainian
Orthodox Church of Canada” presented by Dr. Roman
Yereniuk
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Each presentation took one hour and included a summation and questions from the
attendees. Attendance at all the sessions varied from 35 to 45 individuals. Laity and
clergy were in attendance. At the completion of the presentations, the participants
prepared a summary of key messages they heard during the course of the Symposium.
Twenty messages in total were identified. Some of the more notable ones were:
• All believers are to strive to have an enlightened mind and illumined heart.
• All are called to be stewards, to give of themselves and to be active
participants.
• The Church is hierarchical but conciliar.
• The Church values informed obedience, not blind obedience.
• Canon Laws should be interpreted and applied in a historical context.
• All actions are to be motivated by love.
• All laity and clergy are responsible for the maintenance of the truth.
• All believers are to be informed and vigilant.
• Consensus-building is a strategic requirement of Church life.
• Servant leadership is the model for Church life.4
The USRA/TYC Symposium was an overall success and it addressed one of TYC’s
mandates which was to support the UOCC.
His Eminence Metropolitan Wasyly, Archbishop of Winnipeg and the Central
Eparchy, Metropolitan of Canada, Primate of the UOCC of Canada, fell asleep in the
Lord on January 10, 2005. His Eminence was a great supporter of the USRL/CYC
family organizations, had been a member of USRA/TYC branches and enjoyed
attending the USRL/CYC Conventions. He was laid to rest on January 22, 2005 in
Winnipeg. Yars Lozowchuk and Dr. Ed Klopoushak attended the funeral.
At the February 25, 2005 meeting of the executive a motion was made by Yars
Lozowchuk/Alex Patryluk to propose at the 2005 USRA/TYC Biennial Meeting that
the name of our organization be registered as the Ukrainian Orthodox Self-Reliance
Association of Canada. This motion was approved. Bylaw changes were also being
proposed. The Nominating Committee included Steve Pillipow, Stephen Senyk and
Orest Warnyca.
54th USRL/CYC Convention
USRA/TYC Biennial Conference
Saskatoon, 2005
At the 2005 USRA/TYC Biennial Convention in Saskatoon Dr. Tony Harras stated
in his report to the delegates that he and his executive concentrated on four main
areas:
• fulfilling the commitment that they made prior to the 2003 Convention in
Calgary;
• making specific administrative improvements to the executive’s operation;
• responding to the findings of the USRL/CYC Futures process and workshop;
and
4
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•

organizing a very successful symposium on “The Role of the Laity in the Life
of the Church”.5

In fulfilling the commitment that Dr. Tony Harras had made in 2003, he stated that
the following things were completed:
• provided branches with access to possible programs and projects;
• held a symposium rather than a national forum; and
• shared suggestions on how to improve the branch administration.
At the 2005 Convention the delegates reviewed proposed changes to the National
Bylaws. Some of the important resolutions were:
1. Be it resolved that the annual fee assessed to USRA/TYC National to be
paid to USRL/CYC National be set at $1,000 or $3.00 per USRA/TYC branch
member whichever is the greater amount and this assessment be retroactive
to 2002/2003.
2. Article 10. National Executive Guidelines
a. Amend Article 10. 3 by deleting number sub 3. In this article 10.3.3
reads: “3. if he has been found by court to be of unsound mind.”
b. Amend Article 10. 4 by replacing with the following: “The National
Executive shall meet at least one (1) time in each calendar year; it is
understood that a meeting by conference call or by some other electronic
form is acceptable. The Executive Committee (President, Vice President,
Secretary, Treasurer and Member at Large) shall meet as often as
required.”
c. Amend Article 10.10 to read as: “Ninety (90) days prior to any conference
of members, regular general convention or special general convention,
written notice of such shall be given by the National Executive to every
branch of the Association in good standing.”
3. Article 11 National Convention
a. Amend Article 11.4.4 to read as: “To elect or re-elect a new National
Executive”
4. Article 17. Provincial Executive Roles
a. Amend Article 17.4 to read as: “He shall perform such other duties that
usually pertain to the office of treasurer.”
5. Article 32. Amendments of Articles and Bylaws
a. Amend Article 32.1.1 to read as: “...by any USRA branch upon approval
and given in writing to the National Executive at least ninety (90) days
prior to the convention. The National Executive will review the proposal
for compliance and will present it to all branches in writing at least sixty
(60) days prior to the convention for their study and review”
b. Amend Article 32.1.3 to read as: “directly pursuant to and in conformance
with a motion or resolutions sustained by a general National convention
of the Association, and initiation must be in compliance with any and
all requirements of these bylaws.”

5
Report on behalf of the National USRA/TYC Executive to the 54th Convention of the Ukrainian Self Reliance
League, Saskatoon, Saskatchewan, August 24-28, 2005, Dr. Tony Harras
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All of these amendments were accepted by a motion made by John Mykytyshyn
(Hamilton Branch) and seconded by Mitch Makowsky (Edmonton Branch) by the
delegates at the 2005 Biennial Convention.
Dr. Tony Harras was elected for a second term of office. He reiterated that in his
second term he would:
• continue a Symposium method of involving the USRA/TYC members to
learn about their church and the Ukrainian culture; and
• continue assisting branches to improve their programs and membership.

Part Two: 2005 – 2007
At the first meeting of the re-elected Regina National USRA/TYC Executive the
following points were presented for consideration and implementation:
• TYC Convention books needed to be mailed out to all 17 branches.
• Rev. Fr. Brent Kuzyk was to be asked to be the National USRA/TYC
Executive Chaplain. A letter would be sent for his consideration.
• All branch meetings should begin with a 5 to 10 minute presentation by the
parish priest.
• Continue communicating with each branch and request executive lists.
• The 2005 Convention resolutions needed to be shared with all branches.
• The 2005 Convention accepted the membership resolution and membership
fees to National USRL/CYC were to be $1,000 per year or $3.00 per member,
whichever is the greater.
The plans for the next two years were:
• to organize a second Symposium
• to grow the membership
• to open new branches
Sonja Bejzyk was elected National USRL/CYC President and the CYC office moved
to Winnipeg.
The Second USRA/TYC Symposium
2006
Yars Lozowchuk reported that it was necessary to make a decision about the second
USRA/TYC Symposium. The focus for this Symposium would be on the “Unique
Elements of Ukrainian Orthodox Tradition”. Sub-topics for the symposium were:
church governance, church music, social teaching, iconography, architecture,
liturgical cycles, theology writing and rites of passage. Letters were sent in September
2005 to Sonja Bejzyk, USRL/CYC President, Audrey Sojonky, Chair of the Joint
Standing Committee of the Ukrainian Self-Reliance League of Canada and the
Ukrainian Orthodox Church of Canada, and Rev. Fr. Bohdan Hladio, Chancellor,
Ukrainian Orthodox Church of Canada, indicating the intention to hold another
Symposium. The Symposium would take place in Regina at the Selo Garden from
August 18 to 20, 2006. The committee that was chaired by Yars Lozowchuk applied
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for funding from the Shevchenko and SUS Foundations. To begin the Symposium a
Divine Liturgy would be served at the Selo Garden. The local branch of UOMA/TYC
and UWAC would assist with the catering by providing coffee, lunches and suppers.
The committee had established a registration rate of $110 per registrant, expected
about 80 registrants and established a budget of $16,700 for the Symposium.
The pertinent information for the Symposium was outlined in the second TYC
Executive Bulletin dated June 29, 2006. There had been a change of focus and topic
since the discussions in 2005.
Symposium #2: “Faith and Culture: Orthodox Christian Life Today and the
Challenge of Pluralism and Secularization”
Why a Symposium: The Orthodox Churches in Canada in general, and the
Ukrainian Orthodox Church of Canada (UOCC) in particular, are confronted by the
challenges of pluralism and secularization. In order to deal effectively with these
challenges we need to understand how the secular and other religious world views
differ from a patristic Orthodox Christian world view. Much too often, many of our
members are permeated with a non-Orthodox Christian world view without even
realizing it. In the absence of a solid grounding in the teachings of the Orthodox
Faith on a level capable of challenging secular and differing world view assumptions
and in the absence of an experienced ‘life in Christ’, a large percentage of our faithful
lead nominal–superficial Christian lives.
Purpose of the Symposium: The purpose of this Symposium is to deepen our
understanding of the differences between these world views. To do this, as a first
step, we need to explore in some depth the Orthodox Christian view on the
relationship between Faith and Culture and then go on to systematically explore the
points of conflict.
Symposium Objectives:
• To review, clarify and renew/deepen our understanding of how the Orthodox
Faith views/understands culture, cultural expression and cultural
endeavour.
• To deepen and broaden the scope of what we commonly assume is
encompassed by the term ‘culture’ in our Ukrainian Orthodox community.
• To deepen our understanding of how Orthodox Christian implicit and
explicit ‘worldview assumptions’ differ from those of the dominant North
American popular culture.
• To review, clarify and renew our understanding of the original vision of lay
participation in the life of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of Canada as
articulated by our predecessors and the prerequisites for Gospel-based
effective lay participation.
Symposium Program:
The Teaching and Past Practice
Part I.
a. Faith and Culture - Orthodox Christian Teaching (The Orthodox
Theology of Faith and Culture) Presenter - Rt. Rev. Protopresbyter Dr.
Oleg Krawchenko, St. Andrew’s College, University of Manitoba
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b.

Faith and Culture – A Case Study: Faith and Culture in Kyivan RusUkraine Presenter – Dr. Serhii Plokhii, Canadian Institute of Ukrainian
Studies, University of Alberta
Part II.
The Challenge: Applying Today the Teaching and Lessons from the
Past
a. The Challenge of Living Today as an Orthodox Christian in North
America Presenter: James Kushiner, Publisher of Touchstone
Magazine, Chicago
b. Law and Politics: The Challenge of Being Orthodox and Working as a
Lawyer and Serving as a Politician and Civil Servant Today – Moderator
- Dr. Tony Harras. Round Table Discussion – Vasyl Balan, Regional
Director, Canadian Heritage, Myron Kowlasky, MLA and Speaker of
the Saskatchewan Legislature, Stephania Luciuk, corporate lawyer,
Calgary and Rev. Father Taras Udod, priest and lawyer, North
Battleford
c. Arts, Literature and Education: The Challenge of Being Orthodox and
Being a Musician, Teacher, Visual Artist or Writer Today – Moderator
– Father Brent Kuzyk, Chaplain, National Executive, USRA. Round
Table Discussion - Myrna Kostash, writer, Oleksa Lozowchuk, composer
and film producer (via video presentation), Rev. Father Deacon Nazari
Polataiko, iconographer, Larisa Sembaliuk-Cheladyn, visual artist,
and Sandra Senyk, teacher, Regina
d. The Challenge of Being Orthodox and Being a Scientist or Medical
Practitioner Today - Moderator Gerald Luciuk. Presentation: Science/
Faith Interface - Dr. Gayle Woloschak, Professor in the Department of
Radiology at Northwestern University’s Feinberg School of Medicine in
Chicago. Round Table Discussion: Dr. Gayle Woloschak, Dobrodijka
Sonia Udod, Professor of Nursing and doctoral candidate, North
Battleford, and Keren Ganshorn, physician, Regina.
From Lessons to Action
Part III.
a. Group Session - Summarizing the Lessons for Orthodox Personal,
Family and Community Life. Session Leaders: Yaroslaw Lozowchuk
and Dr. Roman Yereniuk
b. Lessons for USRA/TYC National Executive /Branches
c. Closing Remarks - Dr. Tony Harras, President, National Executive
USRA
The Symposium was well-attended and the presentation topics were well-received.
The DVD’s from the first Symposium in 2005 were prepared and sold for $75. Yars
Lozowchuk agreed to prepare the DVD from the second Symposium.
The National USRA/TYC Executive began to make a concerted effort to revitalize
closed branches and to establish new branches throughout Canada. They began
discussions with the Yorkton Branch that had just closed its doors. There were a
number of individuals led by Gerald Yaholnitsky in Yorkton who were in favour of
reopening their branch. Yaholnitsky emphasized that a successful revitalization in
Yorkton required assistance to the local parishes and their cemeteries. Efforts were
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made to set up a meeting in Yorkton but in the end after a lot of effort, individuals
gave up and the branch was not revitalized. Rev. Fr. E. Stefanuk, parish priest from
Lac la Biche, informed the executive that a USRA/TYC branch could be formed in his
area. In the end Fr. Stefanuk was transferred to Osoyoos and further progress was
not made in Lac la Biche. Ron Baron from Kamloops also had a group ready to form
a branch in Kamloops. Dr. Tony Harras prepared a CD for presentation to other
men’s groups.
In the very first Bulletin, December 2005, Dr. Harras emphasized the importance of
sustaining the organization and growing in the future. He stated the following:
“At the Convention, a great deal was said about how the USRL family of
organizations might go about sustaining themselves and growing in the
future. Repeatedly the message was that to achieve growth, the organizations
must ensure that they are relevant and inspiring to their current and
potential membership. Ultimately this means that these attributes have to be
an integral part of all projects and programs that the branches, provincial
and regional executives as well as the National Executives undertake.”6
This was integral in all the decisions that the Harras executive made during this
term.
The National USRA/TYC Bylaws were amended at the 2005 Convention and by
December 2005 the Bylaws were edited and sent to all the branches.
The National USRA/TYC Executive decided that all Minutes should be shared with
the USRA/UOMA/TYC branches, and the National Executives of UWAC/CYK,
USRL/CYC and CYMK. The belief was that everyone would be informed of USRA/
TYC activities and plans.
The National Executive began to discuss the need for recognizing long serving
members in USRA/TYC. One of the ideas was to have long service pins for members.
(10, 20, 30 35 and 50 year pins)
In the February 2007 National TYC Executive Bulletin, Dr. Tony Harras expressed
concern that as yet the magic formula, to lead our community into a more dynamic,
fulfilling and expanded future had not been found. Despite all the hard work, creative
thinking, organized workshops, written reports and follow-up sessions, progress was
still not being made. The National USRA/TYC Executive prepared a questionnaire
for members and non-members. This questionnaire was sent across Canada and
would assess the opinions of members and non-members about programs USRA/
TYC could use to enhance its image and attract new young members. Dr. Tony
Harras wanted to determine what people valued and what they wanted in an
organization. The results of the responses were evaluated and presented to the
delegates at the 2007 Biennial USRA/TYC meeting. Results that Dr. Tony Harras
presented to the delegates:
• 62 responses (15% of distribution)
• 3.5% were males under 35; 5% were females; 16% were under 55; 84% were
older than 55; 84% were Ukrainian and 75% were active in the community
6
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•
•
•

Most respondents valued church and are active in the Ukrainian community
Large emphasis on the church (our faith) and the Ukrainian Culture
Members want an organization that reflects values and utilizes their talents
and strengths

Dr. Tony Harras was not sure that the response was very valid and he emphasized
that he needed to know what people are looking for in the organization and what
must be done to attract individuals to join USRA/TYC.
55th USRL/CYC Convention
USRA/TYC Biennial Conference
Winnipeg, 2007
The 55th USRL/CYC National Convention was scheduled to take place August 8 to
12, 2007 in Winnipeg. The theme of the Convention was “Celebrating the Past –
Embracing the Future”. A Nominating Committee was established and Dr. Tony
Harras contacted Emil Yereniuk and the Edmonton TYC Branch about taking on the
National Executive and having it move to Edmonton. Based on the decision from the
Edmonton group, Dr. Tony Harras would make a decision about taking on a third
term as the National President. The Edmonton TYC Branch responded to the request
by stating that at this time (2007) they were not able to take on the responsibility of
forming the National Executive. Emil Yereniuk did inform Dr. Tony Harras that
Edmonton would be ready to take on this responsibility in 2009. At the March 2007
meeting Dr. Tony Harras and the rest of the USRA/TYC National Executive agreed
to stay on for one more term.
Tony Harras, TYC National President, welcomed all 42 delegates and stated that if
our organization was going to be successful then the branches would need to
cooperate and have a positive attitude. The branches would need to be active, do
worthwhile things, model these positive traits and make sure that the TYC mandate
was fulfilled.
The annual membership fees did not change. Branches would continue paying $25 to
National USRA/TYC and $6 to Provincial USRA/TYC. National USRA/TYC was
required to pay $3.00 per member or $1,000 to USRL/CYC as its membership
obligation.
Dr. Tony Harras stated that National USRA/TYC sponsored two National
Symposiums and they were both very successful. The National Executive was able to
work together with the UOCC church leadership and they were involved in the
whole organizational process. There were plans to hold another Symposium in
Edmonton in 2008 and the Edmonton USRA/TYC Branch had agreed to take care of
any deficit.
One of the greatest difficulties that National USRA/TYC Executive had was keeping
open lines of communication with all USRA/UOMA/TYC branches. The branches
would need to be more diligent and inform National USRA/TYC about their activities
and any new contact information.
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The TYC National Executive for 2007 - 2009:
President

Tony Harras

Vice-President

Yaroslaw Lozowchuk

Secretary

Dr. Edward Klopoushak

Treasurer

Wayne Hydeman

Member at Large

Alex Patryluk

This would be their third term and all the delegates were pleased that Regina agreed
to continue the work of National USRA/TYC.
The delegates were informed that USRA/TYC National is not a member of Ukrainian
Canadian Congress National Executive (UCC). A motion was made by Roman Chez/
Will Zuzak that National USRA/TYC become a member of UCC. This motion was
accepted. As a result USRA/TYC would now have a Director on the National UCC/
KYK Board.
At the 55th National Convention USRA/TYC members accepted the following projects
for the next two years:
1. Symposium #3 in Edmonton – Topic – “Faith and Culture – Part Two –
Gender, Sexuality and Family Life: The Challenge of Living a Holy Life in
Today’s World”
2. Heritage Legacy Project – a document in written and pictorial format of
all places of worship, burial and assembly of Orthodox Ukrainians in
Canada. A database would be created on each church, chapel, cemetery and
community centre.
3. Choral Project – develop a program for the renewed promotion and
development of Ukrainian choral arts in Canada
4. Servant Leadership Program – assemble a working group representing
all stakeholders in our church community to prepare a plan for developing
a Servant Leadership program
Adopted Resolutions:
1. Whereas the internment of thousands of Ukrainian immigrants from
Austro-Hungary during the first World War, along with the placing of legal
restrictions on tens of thousands of others were great injustices on the part
of the Canadian government, be it resolved that National CYC write a letter
to Prime Minister S. Harper calling the Federal Government to fully
acknowledge this unwarranted persecution of blameless residents of
Canada and to provide symbolic compensation to the Ukrainian community
in the sum of 12.5 million dollars for a special Endowment Fund to be
administered by the Shevchenko Foundation for the purpose of educating
all Canadians about this unfortunate chapter in our country’s history.
2. Be it resolved that USRA/TYC look at new methods of articulating the
established core values through the use of emerging technologies.
3. Be it resolved that the National USRA/TYC Executive continue to explore
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4.

5.

ways and means of increasing membership.
Be it resolved that the USRA/TYC National Executive, in conjunction with
the Ukrainian Canadian Congress, continue to work on the issue of
denaturalization and deportation, to encourage the Ukrainian community
to sign the above-mentioned petition, and to petition the federal government
to abandon the D and D process and issue an apology and financial
compensation to the victims of this unjust process.
Be it resolved that the membership status of individuals in those clubs
(other than TYC) be clarified with respect to their status as members of
CYC/TYC.

Dr. Tony Harras was pleased to take on a third term as National USRA/TYC
President.

Part Three: 2007 – 2009
Dr. Tony Harras and his executive began their third term in office. Their focus for
this term was the four projects that were approved at the 2007 Convention in
Winnipeg.
1. Symposium #3 2008 (Edmonton). Topic: Faith and Culture, Part Two:
Gender, Sexuality and Family Life – The Challenge of Living Holy Life in
Today’s World
2. Heritage: Ukrainian Canadian Orthodox Heritage Legacy Project.
The Concept: “To document in written and pictorial format all places of
worship, burial and assembly of Orthodox Ukrainians in Canada.” It was
anticipated that the database would include documentation such as “… a
file on each church, chapel, cemetery and community centre.” How this
would be done, who would be asked to do this and other such questions
needed to be decided.
3. Culture-Celebration: Ukrainian Canadian Choral Project. This
project was in its early stages of development. It was necessary to identify
young people in Canada who could be trained to be choir directors. “The core
target of the program would be the recruitment of and training of twenty
young choral directors and the formation of twenty new Ukrainian Canadian
choirs over the next five years.” Yars Lozowchuk would continue developing
this project over the next two years.
4. Vision: Servant Leadership. The plans for this project had not been
advanced. Yars Lozowchuk suggested that TYC “assemble a working group
representing all stakeholders in our church community to prepare a plan for
developing a Servant Leadership Program. Why “Servant” and why
“Leadership” together? This is because good leaders see themselves as
servants...”7
The merits of the four convention projects included the following:
• recording and saving of information about our churches and cemeteries
7
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•

across the country; and
profiling these projects in hopes of attracting new younger members for the
USRA/UOMA/TYC branches.

The USRA/TYC National Executive created the USRA National Projects Committee
to oversee the development and implementation of these four convention projects
and to provide direct oversight to the Symposium 2008, Servant Leadership Project
and the Ukraine-Vera Batkiv Project. The members of this committee were
Chair

Yars Lozowchuk

Members

Dr. Tony Harras
Wayne Hydeman
Dr. Ed Klopoushak
Alex Patryluk
Rev. Fr. Bohdan Hladio (UOCC
Consistory)
Gerald Luciuk (chair of the Heritage
Legacy Project)

Chaplain

Rev. Fr. Brent Kuzyk

Dr. Tony Harras shared the information about the four projects with the UOCC
Consistory and with Sonja Bejzyk, USRL/CYC National President. The TYC
Executive was also in close contact with Audrey Sojonky, the Chair of the Joint
Standing Committee of the UOCC/USRL-CYC.
Regina was selected as the location for the 2009 Convention and Edmonton had
agreed to host the 2011 USRL/CYC Convention. If the rotation from previous
conventions was followed, Saskatoon would host the 2013 Convention, Calgary the
2015 Convention and Winnipeg the 2017 Convention.
At this time the Executive was working on a national database and they needed
information from branches.
The National Executive realized that the Eastern branches were experiencing a
decline.
The National USRA/TYC questionnaire was sent out and it was the hope that many
young non-members would respond and share their ideas.
The Third USRA/TYC Symposium
2009
The USRA/TYC Symposium #3 was being planned. Yars Lozowchuk was chairing
the committee and he announced that the Symposium would take place in Edmonton
August 29 -31, 2008. The Edmonton USRA/TYC Branch agreed to assist with the
cost of the Symposium and agreed to cover the cost of meals up to $3,000. The topic
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for the Symposium was Faith and Culture – Part Two: Gender, Sexuality and Family
Life – the challenges of living a Holy Life in Today’s World. Metropolitan John was
asked for his blessing and the Consistory of the UOCC would be involved in the
Symposium. An extraordinary UOCC Sobor was called for August 22-24, 2008 and
the committee decided that the Symposium would need to be rescheduled for March
6-8 2009. The registration cost for the Symposium was $90 per registrant.
Symposium Objectives:
• to review, clarify and renew/deepen our understanding of what is a holy life
and why are we called to live a holy life by our Orthodox Christian Faith;
• in particular to review, clarify and renew/deepen our understanding of how
the Orthodox Christian Faith views/understands gender, sexuality and
family life;
• to clearly understand how and why Orthodox Christian norms and patterns
of behaviour as they relate to gender, sexuality and family life differ from
those of the dominant contemporary North American popular culture; and
• to challenge our faithful to deepen their commitment to live a holy life as
taught by the Orthodox Faith.
Symposium Program:
Part I.
The Teaching
a. Session 1: The Basis for What Constitutes a Holy Personal and Family
Life (Presenter: Fr. Andrew Moore)
b. Session 2: How Theology Informs/Transforms the Culture – The
redemption of image, language and culture of human sexuality
(Presenter: Fr. Andrew Moore)
Lesson from the Past
Part II.
a. Session 3: The First Christian Centuries – How the Christian Gospel
Changed the Pre-Christian Views on and Behavior Relating to Gender,
Sexuality and Family Life (Presenter: Dr. Valerie Karras)
b. Session 4: How the Christian Gospel influenced Morality and Life in
Kyivan-Rus ( Presenter: Rev. Fr. Roman Bozyk)
The Challenge Today
Part III.
a. Session 5: The Current Challenges to Living a Holy Personal and
Family Life – the Insights of an Orthodox Psychiatrist (Presenter: Dr.
Peter Kondra)
b. Session 6: Panel Discussion – How are the Challenges to Leading a
Holy Life Experienced by our Faithful Today? (Participants: Andrij
Krochak, Gerald Luciuk, Rt. Rev. Mitred Archpriest Mykola Sawchenko
and Dr. Sandra Sawchuk; Moderator: Dr. Roman Yereniuk)
From Lesson to Action
Part IV.
a. Session 7: From Lessons to Action
i. Summarizing the Lessons for Orthodox Personal, Family and
Community Life – Local and National Churches (Session Leaders:
Gerald Luciuk and Emil Yereniuk)
ii. So What do we do Now? (Session Leaders: Gerald Luciuk and
Emil Yereniuk)
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In the Press Release Yars Lozowchuk stated the following:
“At the conclusion of the symposium, the vast majority of the fifty plus participants,
from both the laity and clergy, thought that the symposium was an unqualified
success. Participants felt that they had gained a far better understanding of how our
Orthodox church views the matters of gender, sexuality and family life. Many felt that
the presentations at the symposium and the accompanying discussions helped
immensely in moving their understanding from something we shun or feel awkward
to talk about to where we can have a spiritually positive and healthy discussion.”8
All the sessions were recorded and a CD was made available for all. Dr. Tony Harras
stressed the fact that all three Symposiums were successful and were well-attended
by the clergy and laity in our Orthodox community. His recommended that the
symposiums continue.
National USRA/TYC was accepted as a member organization of Ukrainian Canadian
Congress (UCC/KYK) National. As such USRA/TYC now had a seat and a voice on
the National UCC/KYK Board. Dr. Tony Harras was the very first representative.
Executive members of USRA/TYC attended the following USRL/CYC Provincial
Conventions in the fall of 2008:
1. Manitoba – November 1 at St. Andrew’s College in Winnipeg, attended by
Dr. Ed Klopoushak and Wayne Hydeman
2. Eastern Canada – October 4 at St. Demetrius UOC in Etobicoke, attended
by Dr. Tony Harras and Yars Lozowchuk
3. Saskatchewan – October 25 in Saskatoon, attended by Dr. Tony Harras,
Yars Lozowchuk, Wayne Hydeman, Dr. Ed Klopoushak and Alex Patryluk
USRA/TYC service pins were discussed and there was agreement that 15, 25, 40 and
50 year pins should be made and be ready for branch use. The USRA/TYC National
Executive wanted the branches to confirm the idea of giving years of service pins to
their members.
A bylaw change was presented by the Edmonton USRA/TYC Branch. In Article 8,
add the following: “Point 13 - Chaplain”. This was placed on the biennial agenda for
discussion.
At the April 22, 2009 meeting of the Executive Dr. Tony Harras stated that there
were issues that still needed to be addressed by the new National Executive.
• declining membership;
• new immigrants and the need to get them to join the organization;
• organization and storage of USRA/TYC files;
• completion of the USRA/TYC database; and
• development of the USRA/TYC website.

8

Press Release USRA/TYC National holds its third Symposium, March 6-8, 2009, Edmonton

146

56th USRL/CYC Convention
USRA/TYC Biennial Conference
Regina, 2009
The USRA/TYC Biennial Meeting took place August 7/8, 2009. There were 42
registered delegates. Tony Harras stated rebuilding the membership is crucial and
that it’s hard to attract young men unless there is value in the organization. USRA/
TYC will need to become more of a service organization as the old model does not
seem to work anymore. All branches were also encouraged to have a chaplain. A
symposium report was presented:
The symposiums have been an important educational initiative for the
Orthodox community. The last symposium was in Edmonton where there
were 55 participants. The topic was Gender, Sexuality and the Holy Life.
There were many positive comments and the complete video set is $45.00. A
copy will be presented to His Eminence Archbishop Yurij and Rev Fr. Victor
Lakusta, Chancellor of the UOCC Presidium. Yars Lozowchuk recommends
that the newly elected TYC executive continue with these symposiums.
Since USRA/TYC is a shareholder in the Ukrainian Voice newspaper, and since the
Ukrainian Voice will be celebrating its 100th anniversary in 2010, the National TYC
Executive donated $500 to the Ukrainian Voice. All USRA/TYC branches were
encouraged to make a donation to this very worthwhile publication in the Orthodox
community. Two fundraising banquets in 2010 (in March and in November) were in
the planning stages.
USRA/TYC By-Law changes were made. After much discussion the following ByLaw addition was approved by the membership: Article 8. National Executive
Composition – add #13 Chaplain.
The 75th Anniversary of USRA/TYC will be in 2012. Delegates all agreed that
planning for this event should commence.
Emil Yereniuk and members for the USRA/TYC Edmonton Branch were elected to
the National Executive. The National Office was moving to Edmonton for the first
time since 1985. For the first time the National Executive would have a Chaplain,
Very Rev. Fr. Mykola Sawchenko.
Emil Yereniuk, the newly-elected President of USRA, spoke to the membership
about the problems in recruiting new members and keeping USRA/TYC as a vibrant
progressive organization in the 21st century. Emil Yereniuk had a plan of action and
stated that within 15 months the Branch Presidents should get together and a plan
would be presented to all members for their approval.
The Biennial Meeting decided that the fees for National USRA/TYC would be $25
per member with $6 to the Provincial or Regional Executive.
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Resolutions
No. 1.
Be it resolved that all USRA/TYC branches initiate programs with
the purpose to celebrate the 75th Anniversary of the USRA and at the next
National Convention we will celebrate this important date. (We will need to
do historical research at the local, provincial and national levels).
No. 2.
Be it resolved that USRA/TYC and USRL/CYC congratulate UCC
and the Shevchenko Foundation with the receipt of a fund of $12 million
dollars from the federal government to honour and to educate all Canadians
about the internment issue.
Be it resolved that USRA/TYC and USRL/CYC congratulate as
No. 3.
well as morally and financially support the 100th Anniversary of the
Ukrainian Voice newspaper by hosting local events in major centers across
Canada in 2010.
No. 4.
Be it resolved that USRA/TYC congratulate Promin editors with
the 50th anniversary and wish them much success and further dedication
for many, many more years.
No. 5.
Be it resolved that USRL/CYC and USRA/TYC congratulate St.
John’s Institute for their recent historical designation and that USRL/CYC
and USRA/TYC morally and financially assist St. John’s Institute with
their major rebuilding project.
No. 6.
Be it resolved that USRA/TYC initiate with USRL/CYC and other
component organizations a strategy for communicating information on
USRL/CYC, Ukrainian Canadian issues and Ukrainian Orthodox issues
(for example, on-line courses, workshops, seminars, symposiums etc.). A key
institution that may aid us would be St. Andrew’s College and the Ukrainian
Museum of Canada.
No. 7.
Be it resolved that USRA/TYC and all component organizations
assist the Ukrainian Museum of Canada with their organizing a trip to
Ukraine in 2011 and where the UMC will be visiting museums, festivals,
churches and orphanages that are of interest to all of our component
organizations.
No. 8.
Be it resolved that USRA/TYC and USRL/CYC assist in various
ways, as much as possible, with the resettlement of Ukrainians (4th wave) in
various local communities in Canada. The role model is Regina.
No. 9.
Be it resolved that USRA/TYC National write letters to provincial
and federal governments congratulating them on their priorities in
supporting workers from Ukraine for the Canadian economy and asking
them to enhance this aid and assistance for the next few years.
These resolutions were accepted by the USRA/TYC delegates and presented at the
USRL meeting.
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Dr. Tony Harras had completed his third term of office as National President. The
National Executive of USRA/TYC under his leadership had been very active and had
accomplished the following:
• initiated and completed three national symposiums;
• reviewed the Futures Conference results and presented viable projects that
could be started at the branch level;
• worked closely with the Joint Standing Committee of the Consistory of the
UOCC and with the National USRL/CYC Executive;
• reviewed and made changes to the National Bylaws;
• had meetings on a consistent basis and shared their minutes with all the
branches;
• prepared National Bulletins containing excellent information;
• attempted to increase not only branch membership but the number of
branches across the country; and
• provided the leadership that was required for the National organization
and its branches.
PROVINCE

CITY

MEMBERSHIP

British Columbia

Kelowna

15

Surrey

8

Edmonton

60

Calgary

28

Canora

16

Regina

33

Saskatoon

48

Prince Albert

8

Saskatoon
Brotherhood

26

North Battleford

3

Manitoba

Winnipeg

16

Eastern Canada

Hamilton

50

Grimsby

4

Toronto/Longbranch

26

Montreal

5

14 branches

346 Members

Alberta
Saskatchewan

Total (2009)
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Emil Yereniuk
National USRA/TYC President
2009 to 2013
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Chapter Seventeen
2009 to 2013
Emil Yereniuk, Edmonton
Part One: 2009 – 2011
Emil Yereniuk was asked by Dr. Tony Harras in 2007 to head the next USRA/TYC
National Executive and move the national office to Edmonton. Dr. Tony Harras felt
that Edmonton had a strong branch and could provide the required leadership at the
national level. After a lengthy discussion at an Edmonton Branch meeting, it was
decided that Edmonton should take the responsibility of forming the USRA/TYC
National Executive in 2009 and that Emil Yereniuk would take the position of
President with members from the Edmonton Branch taking on other responsibilities.
The Edmonton USRA/TYC Branch agreed that their office could be the office of the
National Executive.
Emil Yereniuk was concerned about the status of the USRA/TYC branches across
Canada. He was troubled by the fact that membership was aging, new members
were not joining the ranks, younger men were avoiding membership and that there
was apathy within the USRL/CYC family. Membership in USRA/TYC branches was
declining. As well, declining membership was a problem within the Ukrainian
Orthodox Church of Canada. The problems within the USRL/CYC family organization
were discussed at many meetings across the country. Emil Yereniuk presented his
findings to the USRA/TYC delegates at the 56th Biennial Convention in Regina.
Eugene Luczkiw, member of the Joint Standing Committee of the UOCC/USRL,
presented his findings to the church and to the USRL/CYC National Executive.
Based on his meetings and on survey results his recommendations were:
• It is imperative that both the UOCC and USRL/CYC confront the facts and
change their existing reality within the Canadian context.
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•
•

•

Both organizations needed to work together in envisioning a future that
engages the hearts, minds and spirit of both existing and new members.
The role of the Church should focus on each person’s spiritual development
and the role of USRL/CYC should focus on each person’s mental and
emotional intelligence in order to engage and empower him/her to pursue
their life’s mission in their respective communities.
“To embark upon such an ambitious program we will need to develop the
necessary infrastructure, system, processes and strategies that support a
compelling vision of the future.”1

Tanya Mysak, a member of the Joint Standing Committee of the UOCC/USRL, led
Focus Group meetings across the country in 2008 and 2009. She met with young men
and women between the ages of 18 and 40 in six major centers: Vancouver, Calgary
Edmonton, Saskatoon, Winnipeg and Toronto. She administered a standard
questionnaire and recorded the proceedings. “The key findings of the Focus Group
meetings were:
• The young adults feel that they are not as engaged, that they are busy and
that they want to see more value within our organizations.
• Modernization and openness is very important to them.
• The main challenge for the church in our community is the need for a
spiritual education program so that the young adults could learn more
about their faith and the main challenge for our USRL organizations in our
community is a need to become more relevant and to engage the youth
within the organizations. (Our youth feel that the organizations lack
relevance and engagement.)
• A very key finding was that the youth/young adults are more focused or
more prone to get involved in our church rather than with our CYC
organizations.”2
Emil Yereniuk was concerned that if USRA/TYC was to survive as an organization
it would need to make significant changes. He listened to the recommendations from
Eugene Luczkiw and was surprised by the Focus Group findings. Action had to be
taken but there was a need to evaluate the present situation within the USRA/TYC
branches. In his presentation he stated that he would do the following:
1. visit all the USRA/TYC Branches and Provincial USRA/TYC Executives
and have a frank discussion about the future;
2. find out what each branch is doing in its Ukrainian Canadian Orthodox
community;
3. evaluate “who we are” and “what we are doing” based on the discussions at
the branch level;

1
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2
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4.

present a plan of action to all the USRA/TYC membership within15 months,
a plan that would bring the organization into the 21st century. This plan
should make USRA/TYC a viable, visible, nurturing, caring, committed,
and visionary lay organization within the Ukrainian Canadian Orthodox
community. This plan would need to have the approval of the members and
all changes would need to be decided at the Biennial Meeting.3

During Emil Yereniuk’s first term in office he visited all the USRA/UOMA/TYC
Branches across Canada:
Calgary

November 16, 2009

Winnipeg

November 25, 2009

Regina

December 6, 2009

Edmonton

February 22, 2010

Toronto/Long branch

February 24, 2010

Hamilton

February 24, 2010

Grimsby

February 24, 2010

Kelowna

June 1, 2010

Surrey

June 3, 2010

Canora

June 16, 2010

Saskatoon (All Saints Brotherhood)

June 17, 2010

Saskatoon (Steppe)

June 17, 2010

Prince Albert

June 18, 2010

North Battleford
(Verkhovyna Parish District)

June 19, 2010

Montreal

December 2012

At each branch meeting Emil Yereniuk introduced the concerns that he had and the
membership answered the common questions that had been prepared by the National
Executive. Based on the responses the National Executive began to see how each
branch was involved in its community.
Emil Yereniuk evaluated and presented the following conclusions based on the
discussions with the branches visited:
1. Branch Membership Information
a. membership in decline – 304 in 2009; 265 in 2010; 278 in 2012
b. membership drives have had limited success
c. average member age - 68
d. branches which have folded in the past five years: Vancouver, Kamloops,
New Westminster, Vernon, Yorkton and Windsor. Ottawa is attempting
3
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to re-engage.
all branches tied to a parish either by association or integrally linked
All branches are active in their Orthodox and local community and
many financially support their parish through funds raised by casinos,
bingos, banquets, raffles, etc.
g. Through their projects branches support the various integral
organizations associated with the youth, seniors, local Orthodox parish,
Orthodox community, museums, UCC/KYK, SUS Foundation, their
own members and the community at large.
Branch Obstacles
a. Ageing Membership – senior members unwilling to change with the
times, reluctant to allow younger members greater responsibilities; age
factor creates lack of energy
b. Lack of appropriate focus – branches have too many goals; talk of
change but no results; too focused on our Ukrainian heritage and not
enough on being Ukrainian Canadian
c. Lack of youth – different priorities and young adults are more focused
on church rather than organization; projects do not create interest in
youth
d. Lack of church support – Some of our clergy will not support USRA/
TYC
e. Local competition – Other men’s organizations in the Orthodox
community (e.g. Order of St. Andrew, Prosvita Men’s , etc); secular
world has huge impact on young and old
f. Lack of enjoyment – too focused on business in meetings rather than
having some fun
g. Symptomatic problems – UOCC and other organizations are
experiencing similar pains
h. Mobility - travel distance to meetings too great and sometimes difficult
Factors contributing to branch success
a. well-known and contributing service organization
b. strong communication
c. solid and long tradition within the branch
d. respect and obligation to past members
e. dedicated members working cooperatively with a positive attitude
f. strong leadership from within
g. successful in project fundraising for specific purposes
h. branch goal, aims, vision and objectives are established and carried out
i. Some clergy have joined the branches.
e.
f.

2.

3.

This information was presented at the December 1, 2010 USRA/TYC National
Executive and Presidents’ Teleconference meeting. The Presidents and the National
Executive agreed on the following:
“It was decided that we do not need a special Presidents’ meeting to discuss
what our next step is going to be in the revitalization of the USRA/TYC
organization. We all felt that there needs to be a concerted effort to have
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USRL/CYC National take on a leadership role in working with our Hierarchs
and we need to have the UOCC/USRL Joint Standing Committee continue
the work that was started in 2005 and reaffirmed in 2009 at the USRL/CYC
National Convention and at the 2010 Sobor.”
“The National Executive and the Presidents also felt that progress would
not be made until the church, bishops and priests began working with the
USRL/CYC family organizations. At the same time USRL/CYC organizations
must also work with the church, bishops and the clergy. The USRL/CYC
organizations are an integral part of the UOCC and there needs to be
mutual respect. The Presidents felt that USRA/TYC needs to take on the
role of a service organization in the Ukrainian Canadian Orthodox
Community. Communication was also stressed and that best branch
practices needed to be shared at all levels.”4
Emil Yereniuk and the newly-elected executive held their meetings and kept their
files in the USRA/TYC Edmonton Branch office. The meetings were held in a timely
manner and all information was shared with the executive committee. The
discussions were positive, respectful and a lot was accomplished.
Emil Yereniuk had a meeting with the outgoing executive on April 22, 2009. At the
meeting the four projects that were adopted by the 2007 Convention were discussed:
• Education - Symposiums
• Heritage – Ukrainian Canadian Orthodox Heritage Legacy Project
• Culture – Ukrainian Canadian Choral Project
• Vision – Servant Leadership
At that meeting all were in agreement that:
• Unless USRA/TYC becomes a service organization for our community, it
may as well be just like the P’s and B’s Club.
• It is necessary to reflect on our spiritual base as a basic component for the
organization.
• If there are no changes, the organization will die.
• The organization is running out of steam.
• Now is the time and opportunity to revise the organization.
Dr. Tony Harras explained the tasks that were ahead for a national organization.
At the first meeting of the Executive the Minutes from the Biennial Meeting were
reviewed and edited for distribution and the USRA/TYC Bylaws were amended and
prepared for distribution to all the branches. The National Executive members were
given responsibilities:
Emil Yereniuk

representative to USRL/CYC and
UCC/KYK National Executive
member of the USRL/CYC
National Convention Committee

4
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Jars Balan

Symposium Coordinator

Mark Ferbey

meeting minutes
member of the USRL/CYC
National Convention Committee

Dr. Will Zuzak

financial

Marshall Opyr

coordinator for all teleconferences

Mitch Makowsky

contact person with USRA/TYC
Edmonton Branch

Bohdan Maslo

member of the USRL/CYC
National Convention Committee

Michael Yereniuk

nonvoting member
webmaster
database
newsletter

The Executive agreed to proceed with the following:
• Symposiums --Yars Lozowchuk agreed to work with Jars Balan on the
committee
• website design: Chickenlip Consulting Corp. was hired for this task
• set up branch visitations in 2009 and 2010
The next National USRL/CYC Convention would take place in Edmonton in 2011.
The theme of the Convention was to be Our Future Calls Us – Наш Поклик до
Праці
Fourth USRA/TYC Symposium Planning
Jars Balan, chair of the Symposium Committee, mentioned to the Executive that in
his discussions with Yars Lozowchuk two topics were being discussed for the
symposium:
• Present-day Situation of Orthodoxy in Ukraine
• Eastern religions and the Eastern Church
Plans were to hold the Symposium in Hamilton and have a video link in other
locations across Canada. The Symposium would be held in October or November
2010. At the June 7, 2010 meeting of the National Executive Yars Lozowchuk spoke
that there is a need to support the Ukrainian nation in strategic ways. He further
stated that there is an attack on the Orthodox faith by the current Russian regime.
The Russian vision is anti-democratic and anti-libertarian for the Orthodox Church.
We need to investigate this further. As a result we may need to change our strategy
for the upcoming Symposium and the Symposium would not take place sooner that
the fall of 2011. At the July 27, 2011 meeting of the Executive Jars Balan reviewed
the work of the Symposium Committee and stated that the title of the Symposium
156

would be The Place of Ukrainian Orthodoxy in the Family of Orthodox Christians in
the World: Past, Present and Future. The tentative date was set for the spring of 2012
in Hamilton. There would be no symposium during this term of office.
Website
The work on the USRA/TYC website was proceeding and the webmaster was given
the following direction for inclusion: executive list, executive bio’s, history of national
USRA/TYC, USRA/TYC National Bylaws, events calendar, upcoming events such as
UOCC Sobors, UCC and USRL/CYC Convention information, newsletters, picture
gallery, links to USRL, UOCC, CYMK National, UWAC National and any USRA/
TYC Branch. The USRA/TYC National website was registered early in 2010 as
http://www.usracanada.org by our webmaster, Michael Yereniuk. He began the work
of creating the detailed website at that time.
57th USRL/CYC Convention
USRA/TYC Biennial Convention
Edmonton, 2011
Bylaws
Emil Yereniuk and the Executive reviewed the National USRA/TYC Bylaws and
presented amendments to the delegates at the 57th Biennial Convention in Edmonton.
The amendment discussion was divided into two parts:
• changes to the article in the bylaws
• name change
There was immediate displeasure when the President began to present the actual
changes. In Article 3(3) the amended portion was to add the following to the clause:
“or is a member of the Ukrainian Orthodox church of Canada”. There ensued a
lengthy discussion and displeasure with the first proposed amendment. The feeling
of delegates was that to qualify for membership an individual should not have to be
a member of the UOCC.
“Albert Kachkowski/Michael Spytkowsky moved to refer motion to
Convention 2013. Carried.” (In favour – 16; Opposed – 7; and Abstentions
– 5).”5
The name change was proposed by the UOMA/TYC Regina Branch: “Therefore be it
resolved that the name of the USRA/TYC be changed to the Ukrainian Orthodox
Men’s Association (UOMA)/Товариство Православних Українців Канади (ТПУК).”
This was tabled to the next Biennial Convention in 2013. The delegates requested
that a full explanation be given to each branch on the proposed amendments to the
National Bylaws. This was prepared and sent to all branches in the fall of 2011.

5

Minutes Ukrainian Self-Reliance Association 57th National Convention Edmonton, Alberta
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Resolutions
Because CYMK-UOY, UWAC/CYK, Museum and Mohyla Institute were celebrating
very important milestones and because USRA/TYC would be celebrating its 75th
Anniversary in 2013, the delegates approved the following resolutions at the 2011
Biennial Convention:
No. 1.
Topic: 75th Anniversary of USRA/TYC: Be it resolved that all
USRA/UOMA/TYC branches across Canada celebrate this important
milestone within their community and research and complete a historical
branch booklet.
No. 2.
Topic: CYMK: Be it resolved that USRA/UOMA/TYC branches
across Canada provide both moral and resource support for their local
CYMK branches, Provincial CYMK Executives and for the National CYMK
Executive.
No. 3.
Topic: Member Organization Anniversaries: Be it resolved
that USRA/UOMA/TYC branches congratulate as well as morally and
financially support the important milestones and anniversaries of CYMK,
UWAC, Museum and St. Petro Mohyla Institute in 2011.
No. 4.
Topic: 120th Anniversary of Ukrainian Settlement in Canada:
Be it resolved that USRA/UOMA/TYC Branches throughout Canada make
plans to formally celebrate the 120th Anniversary of Ukrainian Settlement
in Canada in conjunction with the plans that have been established by the
UCC 120th Anniversary committee and use the logo for the occasion.
No. 5.
Topic: St. John’s Institute in Edmonton: Be it resolved that
USRL/CYC and USRA/TYC morally and with available resources continue
to assist all Institutes of the Ukrainian Orthodox Community.
USRA/UOMA/TYC branches and their members continued to work with all the
member organizations in the USRL/CYC family. The delegates felt that this support
for our member organizations would result in a stronger and more vibrant USRL/
CYC family.
Emil Yereniuk agreed to stay on as National President for a second term. He met
with most of the branches, held meetings on a regular basis, sent out newsletters,
stayed in contact with his branch presidents and National Executive, and was
available to assist his membership when the need arose.
In his report to the 57th Biennial Convention Emil Yereniuk stated the following:
“I don’t think that we have a problem as much as we have a challenge. Maybe
this is an opportunity for us to make a plan and envision a healthy, vibrant
USRA/TYC organization in the Ukrainian Canadian Orthodox community.
I have shared this with you because I believe that we can effect change. We
can address the needs of the future within our local community – parish or
branch … The challenge is ours! Let’s begin taking action and planning
now!”
During the Biennial USRL/CYC Convention (August 2011) in Edmonton the USRA/
TYC delegates met and discussed the findings of the National President during his
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visitations across Canada. During the discussion the following questions were asked:
• What do we do now?
• What is the next step?
• What is our new vision?
The following suggestions were made by the delegates during the discussion:
• Mission work –Work with parishes that do not have a men’s group; contact
all of the Men’s Brotherhoods (Братства) in Canada and discuss affiliation
with the national organization.
• Reviving closed branches – Discussions need to take place in the communities
that have closed their branches.
• Communication –Improve communication between the branches and within
the Ukrainian community (bulletins, website, etc.) and make our presence
known in the community.
• Feature branches – Branches need to be featured in the National Bulletins.
There are many good practices that should be shared.
• Women –Women should be allowed to join the organization. Some women
belong to USRA/TYC and to the ladies organization. This should be an
option for the women in our Ukrainian Orthodox community.
• National Executive and Provincial Executives need to keep contact with the
branches.
• Encourage branches to have new projects. Incorporate projects that are
important to the younger membership.
• Focus in on the needs of our Ukrainian Orthodox community (church, lay
organizations) and the community at large. The organization needs to be
active. If it’s active, it will grow, and if the organization is to grow, it needs
to be repackaged. Think outside the box.
• The need to become more of a church-based organization. Our youth is more
focused on the church and if there is a church focus in the organization,
more will join the ranks.
• The need to maintain the membership that we have and we will grow.
• There needs to be a focus on the new immigrants coming to Canada and the
need to get them to join the organization.
• The church, bishops and clergy need to work with the lay organization.
• The need to join forces with the women. It’s not “us” or “them” – it’s “we”.
• The need to continue doing the good things that have been done in the past.
• Within the Ukrainian Orthodox community the church, lay organizations
and individuals need to discuss problems together. Problems cannot be
solved as individual entities. The exchange of ideas and information is very
healthy.
• Make USRA/TYC more attractive. Relevant events and projects are needed.
Younger individuals must be encouraged to join but the organization must
also gain their respect.
Emil Yereniuk was elected to serve a second term as National President.
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Part Two: 2011 – 2013
The National Executive took the information from the 2011 Biennial Meeting and
began implementing changes that would enhance the organization at the national,
provincial/regional and local levels. The following things were worked on and
developed further:
• Branches that had brotherhoods were contacted. A comprehensive list of all
brotherhoods across Canada was being compiled. It was the hope of the
present executive to get the brotherhoods to join USRA/TYC as affiliate
organizations.
• Closed branches have been contacted by the National President and
meetings would take place in the near future to see if they could be
reactivated. Areas in the Orthodox community in Canada that had never
had a men’s group would be visited with the idea of forming a USRA/TYC
Branch.
• The National President had been keeping in contact with the branches via
telephone calls, e-mails, presidents’ teleconference meetings, and visitations.
One of the key things that the National Executive had continued was the
newsletters. During this term six newsletters were sent to all the branches
and provincial/regional executives. These newsletters were also sent to the
bishops, the chancellor and to USRL/CYC family organizations. Members
were kept informed of upcoming events; branches were featured; information
about the UCC/KYK, USRL/CYC and USRA/UOMA/TYC organizations
were presented; members were recognized for their achievements, USRL/
CYC family needs were posted and so on. The National Executive had many
positive responses to the information included in the newsletters.
• Early in 2012 Emil Yereniuk sent out an e-mail regarding USRA/TYC
projects and initiatives. This was sent to all branches as a reminder that all
need to be project-oriented, that all need to make sure that there are projects
that younger members can buy into, and that all have projects that are very
church-based and community-based. When there are projects and
celebratory events in our communities, the USRA/TYC branches will
become more attractive. USRA/TYC Branches were encouraged to work
with the youth (CYMK) and the women (UWAC). This included cooperation
on joint projects and inclusion to presentations by either organization.
Women have joined TYC branches and this will not be discouraged, but
there will not be a formal campaign to entice women to join USRA/TYC.
• The USRA/TYC National Executive was pleased to hear that the Joint
Standing Committee of the UOCC/USRL was active and proceeding to keep
open lines of communication between the UOCC and the USRL/CYC family
organizations. This was very important because problems should be
discussed together rather than individually. This exchange of ideas is very
healthy for all.
• Emil Yereniuk made sure that he kept in contact with the branches.
Whenever an opportunity arose he would visit the branch. During this
tenure he was able to visit the branches in the following cities: Winnipeg,
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Montreal, Canora, Saskatoon, Edmonton, Kelowna and Surrey.
In 2013 there were thirteen active branches across Canada in the following
communities (Presidents’ names included) and three Provincial/Regional USRA/
TYC Executives:
Kelowna Branch

John Chalupa, President

Surrey Branch

Gerry Dwernichuk, President

Calgary Branch

Greg Faryna, President

Edmonton Branch

Marshall Opyr, President

Regina Branch

Orest Warnyca, President

Canora Branch

Gerald Yaholnitsky, President

Saskatoon Steppe Branch

Rodney Antonichuk, President

Prince Albert Branch

Terry Ludyk, President

North Battleford Branch
(Verkhovyna Parish District TYC)

Rev. Fr. Taras Udod, President

Winnipeg Branch

Myroslaw Bugera, President

Hamilton Branch

Steve Stasiuk, President

Toronto Long Branch

Ivan Franko, President

Montreal Branch

Greg Kowryha, President

Eastern Regional USRA/TYC
Executive (Hamilton)

Steve Stasiuk, President

Manitoba Provincial Executive
(Winnipeg)

Myroslaw Bugera, President

Saskatchewan Provincial
Executive (Saskatoon)

Dave Prokopchuk, President

The following dates indicate when the present branches began their active work in
their communities:
Kelowna Branch

December 6, 1981

Surrey Branch

March 31, 1985

Calgary Branch

1965

Edmonton Branch

established as a CYC Branch in
1927 and became an official TYC
Branch on February 5, 1939

Regina Branch

November 9, 1959

Canora Branch

1951

Saskatoon Steppe Branch

1954
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Prince Albert Branch

November 15, 1953

North Battleford Branch
(Verkhovyna Parish District TYC)

April 21, 1989

Winnipeg Branch

1950

Hamilton Branch

February 4, 1949

Toronto/Long Branch

merged in 2000 (Toronto Branch
established as a CYC Branch in
1928 and then became a TYC
Branch [date unknown]; Long
Branch [St. Demetrius] February
8, 1968)

Montreal Branch

established as a CYC Branch in
1931 and became a TYC Branch
(date unknown)

USRA/TYC branches across Canada were active and had a lot of success. The
branches supported and contributed to their Orthodox community and to the
community at large. The focus, at that time, was on their successes.
The National Executive met on a regular basis, at least six times per year, and a
Presidents’ Teleconference meeting was held once a year. At the September 29, 2011
meeting the members of the National Executive were given responsibilities:
Emil Yereniuk

Newsletters
Vice President on USRL/CYC
National Executive
Director on the UCC/KYK National
Executive

Jars Balan

Symposium Coordinator
USRL/CYC Representative on UCC
National Executive

Dennis Kuchta

Minutes of all meetings

Gerald Kruhlak

Financial - accounting

Marshall Opyr

Coordinator of the teleconference
call (Stantec)

Michael Yereniuk

Newsletter and Website

Bohdan Maslo

Contact person with the USRA/
TYC Edmonton Branch

Very Rev. Fr. Stephan Semotiuk

Chaplain
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The National Executive collected and organized its archives. Emil Yereniuk had
completed the first draft of the USRA/TYC National History and his plans were to
have the final draft and the project completed by December 2013. He began the
process of writing the history of the USRA/TYC organization by collecting, organizing
and collating the archival materials that were found in the USRA/TYC national
office, Ukraine Voice Archives in Winnipeg, St. Andrew’s College Library, Edmonton
USRA/TYC Branch archives, the library of the late Very Rev. Fr. Michael and
Dobrodijka Stephania Yurkiwsky, the files of the late Eugene Yereniuk, from the
archives of Yarko Skrypnyk and from the archives of the late Rev. Fr. Meroslaw
Kryschuk and Dobrodijka Nadia Kryschuk. To date the national office has over 80
three-ring binders, many file folders and over 50 publications that make reference to
the USRA/TYC national organization. A lot of the history that was compiled initially
came from USRL/CYC National Bulletins and the Ukrainian Voice newspaper,
whereas later information was compiled from USRA/TYC Minutes, USRA/TYC
Convention programs, USRL/CYC Convention booklets, USRA/TYC Presidents’
reports and from the USRA/TYC National Newsletters. Presently all of the archival
material is housed in the president’s residence. At the completion of the history
project the archives will need to be housed in a proper facility to ensure that the
materials are safe and that other historians and future generations will have the
opportunity to study this one aspect of Ukrainian Canadiana – the Ukrainian
Canadian Orthodox Men’s Group.
Fourth USRA/TYC Symposium Planning Continues
Under the leadership of Past President, Dr. Tony Harras, three National Symposiums
had been held (Winnipeg, Regina, and Edmonton). The USRA/TYC National
Executive was planning on holding a fourth symposium (Symposium 2014) May
8-10, 2014 in Toronto. A committee was formed that included Jars Balan (Chair),
Yars Lozowchuk (Vice Chair) Boris Balan, Dr. Peter Kondra, Dr. Roman Yereniuk,
Ivan Franko and Rt. Rev. Protopresbyter Dr. Oleh Krawchenko. All committee
members are members of their respective USRA/TYC Branches in Canada. Plans for
this symposium were being formalized and the symposium topic was Ukrainian
Orthodoxy in the Family of Orthodox Christian Churches in the World: Past Present
and Future. This would be a learned and practical symposium to discuss the unique
attributes and special place of the Ukrainian Orthodox Kyivan tradition in the
context of world Orthodoxy and the current religious situation in Ukraine. The
National Executive shared the symposium information with the Ukrainian Orthodox
Church of Canada, the Joint Standing Committee of the UOCC/USRL and the
National Executive of the USRL/CYC. Their responses were both positive and
encouraging.
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58th USRL/CYC Convention
USRA/TYC Biennial Convention
Saskatoon, 2013
USRA Bylaw Changes
The National Executive along with branch input proposed changes to the National
Bylaws at the Biennial Convention in 2011. After much discussion the Proposed
Amended USRA/TYC National Bylaws were tabled (delayed) until the Biennial
Convention in 2013. The amendment were presented and approved by the delegates.
A copy of the revised National USRA/TYC Bylaws was sent to all the Presidents of
branches and Provincial/Regional Executives. The main changes were:
• Adding a Chaplain as an additional member of the National, Provincial and
Branch Executives
• Deleting the requirement for eligibility for membership (clause 3.3 specifies
that a member be of Ukrainian descent or espoused to a person of Ukrainian
descent).
• Changing quorum requirements for the Biennial Meeting from 40 members
to 50% of USRA registered delegates.
Setting

of membership dues for

National

and

Provincial

The Biennial Meeting decided that the fees for National TYC will be $31.00 per
member. ($25.00 will remain with the National Executive and $6.00 will be sent to
the Saskatchewan and Eastern Canada Provincial Executives.)
Keynote Speaker
Jars Balan made a presentation. His topic was: “Ukraine today – Present Reality”.
In his presentation to the delegates Jars Balan shared some very interesting
observations and his personal thoughts on Ukraine today.
1. The Orange Revolution was a significant turning point in 2004 because
Ukraine began to grapple with democracy and the responsibilities associated
with democracy. This also marked a change in Ukrainian society and
thwarted Russia’s attempt to unite the former Soviet empire under a
different name. If President Yanukovych had won the election in 2004, we
would have a different Ukraine today.
2. President Yanukovych narrowly won the election in 2010. In the 2012
Election of Deputies, President Yanukovych and the Party of Regions did
not achieve a clear majority even though all sorts of ploys were used. Many
Ukrainians are still on track with the ideals from the Orange Revolution.
3. At the present time Ukraine is experiencing difficulties and is worse off in
the following:
a. Linguistics
b. Canonicity
c. Politics
i. Freedom of assembly
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d.

ii. Political justice has been undermined.
iii. Court system is used to prosecute businesses.
iv. Rule of law is not followed.
Capitulation to Russia on the Black Sea

Despite all of the negatives, 65% would vote for a free and independent Ukraine.
President Yanukovych’s influence and popularity has declined. Yanukovych wants
to stay in power and he may sign the agreement for closer ties with the European
community. This could get ugly because Russia does not want to lose Ukraine. Russia
may invade. Crimea could become an independent region. Russian Imperialism may
re-emerge if an agreement is signed in Vilnius.
All in all Jars Balan gave us some food for thought and his views and personal
observations were well-appreciated.
Approved Resolutions
1.
2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

BE IT RESOLVED that all USRA/UOMA/TYC branches in Canada
celebrate this Diamond Jubilee milestone in their communities.
BE IT RESOLVED that all USRA/UOMA/TYC branches in Canada complete
their branch history during the USRA/TYC 75th anniversary year, AND BE
IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the National USRA/TYC Executive
complete and publish the history of TYC and that a copy be given to each
USRA/UOMA/TYC branch, USRL/CYC National Executive, to all CYC
member organizations and the Consistory of the UOCC.
BE IT RESOLVED that all of the National USRA/UOMA/TYC documents
be archived at the Archive of the Ukrainian Canadian Experience at the
University of Manitoba as soon as the history project is completed, AND BE
IT FURTHER RESOLVED that all of USRA/UOMA/TYC Branches and
Provincial Executives archive their documents at the Archive of the
Ukrainian Canadian Experience at the University of Manitoba.
BE IT RESOLVED that all the USRA/UOMA/TYC Branches make a
financial commitment toward the Symposium not later than December 31,
2013, AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that all of USRA/UOMA/TYC
Branches send at least one member to be an active participant during the
Symposium, AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Symposium 2014
will be considered as the USRA/TYC National Project for the 2013-2015
period.
BE IT RESOLVED that all USRA/UOMA/TYC Branches in Canada adopt a
project in Ukraine that we can all be involved in and provide financial
assistance, AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the USRA/UOMA/
TYC National Executive shall with distribution to the Ukraine project early
in 2015, AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that all money raised shall be
distributed and that minimal funds shall be used for administrative
purposes.
BE IT RESOLVED that all USRA/UOMA/TYC branches in Canada,
Provincial/Regional Executives and the National Executive begin
discussions with all brotherhoods and closed branches, stressing the
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7.

8.

9.

importance of working together and encouraging them to join the USRA/
TYC as fully active branches, AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the
National Executive take leadership in this project as blessed by the
Metropolitan and working with local clergy, providing material that can be
used during a presentation to other Orthodox men’s organizations.
BE IT RESOLVED that the USRA express its unequivocal support for
Ukraine signing an accession agreement with the European community at
the November Partnership Summit in Vilnius, Lithuania, AND BE IT
FURTHER RESOLVED that it call on members at European Union to set
aside some of their immediate concerns about Ukraine’s domestic
shortcomings and instead do everything possible to facilitate Ukraine’s
economic integration into EU structures with the longer-term goal of future
full membership in the European Union.
BE IT RESOLVED that the USRA through its membership in the Ukrainian
Canadian Congress, urge the Canadian government to continue sending
large-scale observer missions to Ukraine’s 2015 Presidential elections and
to the next election of Ukraine’s parliament as these will have a critical
impact on Ukraine’s post-Communist transformation.
BE IT RESOLVED the USRA express its commitment to seeing a unified
autocephalous Orthodox Church in Ukraine that can assume its rightful
place as a respected member of World Orthodoxy.

Emil Yereniuk was very proud that the Ukrainian Self-Reliance Association (USRA/
TYC) was continuing with its positive proactive approach in its dealings with the
branches, provincial/regional executives, USRL/CYC National Executive and all the
members of the USRL/CYC family organizations. His focus had always been to focus
on the positive aspects of the organization, no matter how small they may be, rather
than on the problems. Problems do exist but they can always be resolved.
Emil Yereniuk thanked the delegates for sharing their ideas, for their positive
approach in dealing with issues and their desire to make USRA/UOMA/TYC a
relevant organization in the Ukrainian Orthodox community.
Emil Yereniuk and the entire USRA/TYC National Executive agreed to stay on for
one more term and the delegates at the 58th National USRA/TYC Biennial Convention
in Saskatoon, Saskatchewan elected the Edmonton Executive for a third term.
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Conclusion
The Ukrainian Self-Reliance Association was formed officially on December 28, 1938
when the delegates of the 15th USRL/CYC National Convention approved the
revised National USRL/CYC Bylaws. USRA/TYC was added as a member
organization in USRL/CYC.
Before December 28, 1938 Ukrainian Orthodox men were organized as branches of
USRL/CYC. Although USRL/CYC was an umbrella organization that represented
the women, the youth, the National Homes and the Institutes, there was no formal
separated organization of men before 1938. In a sense the men thought of USRL/
CYC as their organization and all of their efforts were focused toward the National
and Provincial USRL/CYC Executives.
There are USRA/TYC branches that believe that they were formed in 1927 when
USRL/CYC was organized. There is very little historical evidence that justifies this.
In the Edmonton USRA/TYC archives there was an Edmonton USRL/CYC branch as
early as 1933. Edmonton USRA/TYC was formed and named at their February 5,
1939 meeting. In Canora, Saskatchewan, the men were organized as an affiliate of
the Petro Mohyla Institute in 1931. Their official date of becoming a UOMA/TYC
branch is recorded as 1951 in the records of the National Executive.
From 1938 to 1950 the Ukrainian Self-reliance Association did not have an elected
National Executive. During that time period all USRA/TYC branches were directly
responsible to the SUND/СУНД National Executive who in turn represented USRA/
TYC on the USR/CYC National Executive. This was a period of transition and
evolution of the Orthodox men from being USRL/CYC branches to becoming a USRA/
TYC branches.
The first official USRA/TYC National Executive was formed during the 27th USRL/
CYC Convention (July 13 to 15, 1950) in Edmonton. At that time V. Sarchuk from
Winnipeg was elected National President and the first office was in Winnipeg. Since
1950 the membership has elected National Executives who have provided leadership
and have given direction to the branches and provincial/regional executives.
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The USRA/TYC National offices have been located across the country:
• Winnipeg – one term
• Saskatoon – three terms
• Edmonton – ten terms
• Toronto – three terms
• Regina – eight terms
• Hamilton – six terms
USRA/TYC is indeed a national organization with branches from Montreal to Surrey
that have assisted the Ukrainian Orthodox community, the Ukrainian community,
and the Canadian community to grow and prosper in its 75 years of existence. Over
the 75 years the organization has evolved and grown, as has our Canadian society.
The USRA/TYC Core Values include the following: “vision, integrity, commitment,
collaboration and achievement”.
The Purpose of the organization is “to continue the pioneering spirit of our forefathers
to perpetuate and enhance the religious, moral, cultural and national values in
Canada as Ukrainians and Canadians”.
USRA/TYC is “a vibrant organization composed of dedicated members utilizing their
diversity of talents to serve our USRL/CYC family, the Ukrainian Orthodox Church
of Canada, all Ukrainians and all Canadians”.
USRA/TYC Mission is “to provide resources, activities and programs that contribute
to the spiritual and cultural growth of our members and to the maintenance, nurturing
and growth of a caring, committed and visionary Ukrainian Orthodox community
within Canadian society”.
At the present time USRA/UOMA/TYC Branches across Canada are:
1. serving our community and the Ukrainian Orthodox Church.;
2. achieving personal and branch satisfaction from undertaking important,
worthwhile and appreciated projects and programs;
3. realizing personal growth, leadership skill and having a lot of fellowship
and fun; and
4. networking with branches across Canada.
Currently there are two common projects that all branches are involved in and that
were approved at the 2013 USRA/TYC Biennial Convention in Saskatoon:
1. USRA/TYC National Symposium 2014
2. International Ukraine Project
Finally, all USRA/UOMA/TYC Branches support and assist with the following
initiatives:
1. Ukrainian Orthodox Church of Canada
2. Ukrainian Self-Reliance League of Canada and its component organizations
3. Our youth (CYMK)
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Few worthwhile things happen by themselves. They take time, effort, manpower and
money. USRA/TYC believes that we need the opportunity to continue the work that
our forefathers had established and it is our responsibility to sustain for our
community and its members a vibrant and enviable organization well into the 21st
century. Success in our mission can be satisfying and extremely constructive for our
community. We need to continue focusing on the good work that we have begun at
the branch, provincial and national levels rather than on the problems within the
organizations. With a positive approach and organized activities our problems will
go away. Our history shows that our forefathers had a vision. They overcame many
obstacles and made huge contributions to the Ukrainian and Canadian society. The
future is ours!
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Союз Українських Народних Домів
(SUND/СУНД) Presidents
1939

P. Wasylyshyn

Edmonton

1940

H. Slipchenko

Saskatoon

1941

H. Slipchenko

Saskatoon

1942

Wasyl Batytsky

Winnipeg

1943

Wasyl Batytsky

Winnipeg

1944

Ivan Semeniuk

Winnipeg

1945

Petro Krypiakevych

Winnipeg

1946

S. Mysak

Winnipeg

1947

H. Bodnarchuk

Winnipeg

1948

No documented evidence has been found for this year

1949-1950

H. Bodnarchuk

Winnipeg

172

Союз Українських Народних Домів
(СУНД) Крайові Управи
SUND National Executives
1939 - Edmonton, Alberta
Голова (President)

П. Василишин

P. Wasylyshyn

Секретар (Secretary)

Іван Данильчук

Ivan Danylchuk

Source:
Обіжник СУС–Квітень/Травень 1939, липень 1939,
USRL/CYC Bulletin –April/Мау 1939, July 1939

1940 – Saskatoon Saskatchewan
Голова (President)

Г. Сліпченко

H. Slipchenko

Секретар (Secretary)

Іван Данильчук

Ivan Danylchuk

Source:
Український Голос – 3 січня, 1940; Обіжник СУС– лютень 1940;
Ukrainian Voice – January 3, 1940; USRL/CYC Bulletin – February 1940

1941 – Saskatoon Saskatchewan
Голова (President)

Г. Сліпченко

H. Slipchenko

Секретар (Secretary)

Іван Данильчук

Ivan Danylchuk

Директори (Director)

С. Пернаровський

S. Pernarovsky

Директори (Director)

Андрій Павлик

A. Pavlyk

Директори (Director)

Василь Батицький

Wasyl Batytsky

Source:
Обіжник СУС– січень/лютень 1941
USRL/CYC Bulletin – January/February 1941
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1942 – Winnipeg, Manitoba
Голова (President)

В. Батицький

W. Batytsky

Заступник Голови (Vice
President)

І. Семенюк

I. Semeniuk

Секретар (Secretary)

Я. В. Арсенич

Y. V. Arsenych

Заступник Секретаря
(Assistant Secretary)

І. Данильчук

I. Danylchuk

Скарбник (Treasurer)

Й. Богоніс

J. Bohonis

Source:
КОМУНІКАТ СУС, СУНД і СУМК– ч.1 березень 1942
USRL/CYC Bulletin – no.1 March 1942

1943 – Winnipeg, Manitoba
Голова (President)

Василь Батицький

Wasyl Batytsky

Заступник Голови (Vice
President)

І. Семенюк

I. Semeniuk

Секретар (Secretary)

Я. В. Арсенич

Y. V. Arsenych

Скарбник (Treasurer)

Й. Богоніс

J. Bohonis

Дирeктори (Directors)

А. Новак

A. Novak

Source:
КОМУНІКАТ СУС, СУНД і СУМК– лютень 1943
USRL/CYC Bulletin – February 1943

1944 – Winnipeg, Manitoba
Голова (President)

І. Семенюк

I. Semeniuk

Заступник Голови (Vice
President)

М. Стечишин

M. Stechishin

Секретар (Secretary)

Я. В. Арсенич

Y. V. Arsenych

Скарбник (Treasurer)

Й. Богоніс

J. Bohonis

Дирeктори (Directors)

Ґ. Маріян

G. Marian

Source:
КОМУНІКАТ СУС, СУНД і СУМК– ч.1 лютень 1944
USRL/CYC Bulletin – no.1 February 1944
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1945 – Winnipeg, Manitoba
Голова (President)

П. Крипякевич

P. Krypiakevych

Заступник Голови (Vice
President)

М. Стечишин

M. Stechishin

Секретар (Secretary)

Я. В. Арсенич

Y. V. Arsenych

Скарбник (Treasurer)

Й. Богоніс

J. Bohonis

Дирeктори (Directors)

А. Павлик

A. Pawlyk

Source:
КОМУНІКАТ СУС, СУНД і СУМК– ч.1 лютень 1945
USRL/CYC Bulletin – no.1 February 1945

1946 – Winnipeg, Manitoba
Голова (President)

С. Мисак

S. Mysak

Заступник Голови (Vice
President)

Мирослав Стечишин

M. Stechishin

Секретар (Secretary)

Я. В. Арсенич

Y. V. Arsenych

Скарбник (Treasurer)

Й. Богоніс

J. Bohonis

Дирeктори (Directors)

Г. Боднарчук

H. Bodnarchuk

Source:
КОМУНІКАТ СУС, СУНД і СУМК– ч.1 лютень 1946
USRL/CYC Bulletin – no.1 February 1946

1947 – Winnipeg, Manitoba
Голова (President)

Г. Боднарчук

H. Bodnarchuk

Заступник Голови (Vice
President)

І. Ф. Паламарчyк

I. F. Palamarchuk

Секретар (Secretary)

В. Юзик

W. Yuzik

Скарбник (Treasurer)

А. Скоробогач

A. Skorobohach

Дирeктори (Directors)

Олекса Іванчук

O. Ewanchuk

Source:
КОМУНІКАТ СУС, СУНД і СУМК– грудень 1946
USRL/CYC Bulletin – December 1946
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1948 – Winnipeg, Manitoba
Голова (President)
Заступник Голови (Vice
President)
Секретар (Secretary)
Скарбник (Treasurer)
Дирeктори (Directors)
Source:
INFORMATION ON THESE EXECUTIVES MEMBERS IS MISSING. WINNIPEG WAS THE CITY/
LOCATION OF THE NATIONAL EXECUTIVE

1949/50 – Winnipeg, Manitoba
Голова (President)

Г. Боднарчук

H. Bodnarchuk

Заступник Голови (Vice
President)

І.Г. Сирник

I. H. Syrnyk

Секретар (Secretary)

І. Ф. Паламарчук

I. F. Palamarchuk

Скарбник (Treasurer)

В. Таський

V. Tasky

Дирeктори (Director)

І. Юрків

I. Yurkiw

Дирeктори (Director)

В. Сарчук

W. Sarchuk

Source:
КОМУНІКАТ СУС, СУНД і СУМК– ч.1 серпень 1949
USRL/CYC Bulletin – no.1 August 1949
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Союз Українців Самостійників
Канади (CYC) Крайові Управи
Ukrainian Self-Reliance League (USRL)
National Executives
1939 – Edmonton, Alberta
Голова (President)

П. І. Лазарович

Peter Lazarowich

Секретар (Secretary)

Іван Данильчук

Ivan Danylchuk

Представник
(Representative) СУК
(UWAC)

Марія Ткачук

Mary Tkachuk

Source:
Обіжник СУС–Квітень/Травень 1939, липень 1939,
USRL/CYC Bulletin –April/Мау 1939, July 1939

1940 – Saskatoon, Saskatchewan
Голова (President)

Ю. Стечишин

J. Stechishin

Заступник Голови (Vice
President)

І. Гнатишин

І. Hnatyshyn

Секретар (Secretary)

Іван Данильчук

Ivan Danylchuk

Скарбник (Treasurer)

М. Бойкевич

M. Boykovych

Директори (Directors)

о. Прот. С. В. Савчук

Rev. Fr. S. B. Sawchuk

Представник
(Representative) СУНД
(SUND)

Г. Сліпченко

H. Slipchenko

Представник
(Representative) СУК
(UWAC)

Марія Ткачук

Mary Tkachuk

Представник
(Representative) СУМК
(CYMK)

І. Ґорчинський

I. Gorchynsky

Source:
Український Голос – 3 січня, 1940; Обіжник СУС– лютень 1940;
Ukrainian Voice – January 3, 1940; USRL/CYC Bulletin – February 1940
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1941 – Saskatoon, Saskatchewan
Голова (President)

Ю. Стечишин

J. Stechishin

Заступник Голови (Vice
President)

Василь Буряни

Wasyl Burianyk

Секретар (Secretary)

Іван Данильчук

Ivan Danylchuk

Скарбник (Treasurer)

І. Гнатушин

Ivan Hnatyshyn

Представник
(Representative) СУНД
(SUND)

Г. Сліпченко

H. Slipchenko

Представник
(Representative) СУК
(UWAC)

Марія Ткачук

Mary Tkachuk

Представник
(Representative) СУМК
(CYMK)

Володимир Мисак

V. Mysak

Source:
Обіжник СУС– січень/лютень 1941
USRL/CYC Bulletin – January/February 1941

1942 – Winnipeg, Manitoba
Голова (President)

І. Р. Соломон

I. R. Solomon

Заступник Голови (Vice М. Стечишин
President)

M. Stechishin

Секретар (Secretary)

Я. В. Арсенич

Y. V. Arsenych

Скарбник (Treasurer)

Й. Богоніс

J. Bohonis

Представник
(Representative)
(SUND)

СУНД

В. Батицький

V. Batytsky

Представник
(Representative)
(UWAC)

СУК

Пані О. Войценко

Mrs. O. Voytsenko

Представник
(Representative)
(CYMK)

СУМК

Пані А. Павлик

Mrs. A Pawlyk

Source:
КОМУНІКАТ СУС, СУНД і СУМК– ч.1 березень 1942
USRL/CYC Bulletin – no.1 March 1942
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1943 – Winnipeg, Manitoba
Голова (President)

І. Р. Соломон

I. R. Solomon

Заступник Голови (Vice
President)

М. Стечишин

M. Stechishin

Секретар (Secretary)

Я. В. Арсенич

Y. V. Arsenych

Скарбник (Treasurer)

Й. Богоніс

J. Bohonis

Представник
(Representative) СУНД
(SUND)

Василь Батицький

Wasyl Batytsky

Представник
(Representative) СУК
(UWAC)

Марія Симчич

Maria Symchych

Представник
(Representative) СУМК
(CYMK)

В. Сарчук

V. Sarchuk

Source:
КОМУНІКАТ СУС, СУНД і СУМК– лютень 1943
USRL/CYC Bulletin – February 1943

1944 – Winnipeg, Manitoba
Голова (President)

І. Р. Соломон

I. R. Solomon

Заступник Голови (Vice
President)

М. Стечишин

M. Stechishin

Секретар (Secretary)

Я. В. Арсенич

Y. V. Arsenych

Скарбник (Treasurer)

Й. Богоніс

J. Bohonis

Представник
(Representative) СУНД
(SUND)

І. Семенюк

I. Semeniuk

Представник
(Representative) СУК
(UWAC)

пані Н. Л. Когуська

Mrs. N. L. Kohuska

Представник
(Representative) СУМК
(CYMK)

В. Сарчук

V. Sarchuk

Source:
КОМУНІКАТ СУС, СУНД і СУМК– ч.1 лютень 1944
USRL/CYC Bulletin – no.1 February 1944
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1945 – Winnipeg, Manitoba
Голова (President)

І. П. Соломон

I. R. Solomon

Заступник Голови (Vice
President)

М. Стечишин

M. Stechishin

Секретар (Secretary)

Я. В. Арсенич

Y. V. Arsenych

Скарбник (Treasurer)

Й. Богоніс

J. Bohonis

Представник
(Representative) СУНД
(SUND)

П. Крипякевич

P. Krypiakevych

Представник
(Representative) СУК
(UWAC)

пані Н. Л. Когуська

Mrs. N. L. Kohuska

Представник
(Representative) СУМК
(CYMK)

В. Сарчук

V. Sarchuk

Source:
КОМУНІКАТ СУС, СУНД і СУМК– ч.1 лютень 1945
USRL/CYC Bulletin – no.1 February 1945

1946 – Winnipeg, Manitoba
Голова (President)

І. П. Соломон

I. R. Solomon

Заступник Голови (Vice
President)

Мирослав Стечишин

M. Stechishin

Секретар (Secretary)

Я. В. Арсенич

Y. V. Arsenych

Скарбник (Treasurer)

Й. Богоніс

J. Bohonis

Представник
(Representative) СУНД
(SUND)

С. Мисак

S. Mysak

Представник
(Representative) СУК
(UWAC)

пані Н. Л. Когуська

Mrs. N. L. Kohuska

Представник
(Representative) СУМК
(CYMK)

А. Павлик

A. Pawlyk

Source:
КОМУНІКАТ СУС, СУНД і СУМК– ч.1 лютень 1946
USRL/CYC Bulletin – no.1 February 1946
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1947 – Winnipeg, Manitoba
Голова (President)

І. П. Соломон

I. R. Solomon

Заступник Голови (Vice
President)

Мирон Стечишин

M. Stechishin

Секретар (Secretary)

Я. В. Арсенич

Y. V. Arsenych

Скарбник (Treasurer)

А. Скоробогач

A. Skorobohach

Представник
(Representative) СУНД
(SUND)

Г. Боднарчук

H. Bodnarchuk

Source:
КОМУНІКАТ СУС, СУНД і СУМК– грудень 1946
USRL/CYC Bulletin – December 1946

1948 – Winnipeg, Manitoba
Голова (President)
Заступник Голови (Vice
President)
Секретар (Secretary)
Скарбник (Treasurer)
Представник
(Representative) СУНД
(SUND)
Представник
(Representative) СУК
(UWAC)
Представник
(Representative) СУМК
(CYMK)
Source:
INFORMATION ON THESE EXECUTIVES MEMBERS IS MISSING. WINNIPEG WAS THE CITY/
LOCATION OF THE NATIONAL EXECUTIVE
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1949/50 – Winnipeg, Manitoba
Голова (President)

І. П. Соломон

I. R. Solomon

Заступник Голови (Vice
President)

І. Г. Сирник

I. H. Syrnyk

Секретар (Secretary)

І. Ф. Паламарчук

I. F. Palamarchuk

Скарбник (Treasurer)

В. Таький

V. Tasky

Представник
(Representative) СУНД
(SUND)

Г. Боднарчук

H. Bodnarchuk

Source:
КОМУНІКАТ СУС, СУНД і СУМК– ч.1 серпень 1949
USRL/CYC Bulletin – no.1 August 1949
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Ukrainian Self-Reliance Association of
Canada (USRA/TYC) Presidents
1950-1952

Wasyl Sarchuk

Winnipeg

1952-1956

Paul Tkachuk

Saskatoon

1956-1958

John Stratychuk

Saskatoon

1958 - 1963

Peter Lazarowich

Edmonton

1963 - 1967

Dr. Paul Kit

Toronto

1967 - 1968

Isadore Oleskiw

Toronto

1968 - 1969

Andrij Oryschak

Toronto

1969 - 1973

Metro Kereluk

Regina

1973 - 1975

Dr. Leo Faryna

Edmonton

1975 - 1977

Andrew Melnychuk

Edmonton

1977 - 1980

Otto Jereniuk

Edmonton

1980 - 1981

Richard Samoil

Edmonton

1981 - 1983

Yaroslaw Skrypnyk

Edmonton

1983 - 1985

Very Rev. Meroslaw Kryschuk

Edmonton

1985 - 1987

Stephen Pillipow

Regina

1987 - 1991

Stephen Senyk

Regina

1991 - 1997

Dmytro Spytkowsky

Beamsville

1997 - 2001

John Jurychuk

Hamilton

2001 - 2003

Andy Skrypniak

Hamilton

2003 - 2009

Dr. Tony Harras

Regina

2009 - 2013

Emil Yereniuk

Edmonton
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Товариство Українців Самостійників  
(TYC) Крайові Управи
Ukrainian Self-Reliance Association
(USRA) National Executive
1950-1952 – Winnipeg, Manitoba1
President

В. Сарчук

W. Sarchuk

1 Vice President

П. Ковтун

P. Kovtun

2 Vice President

В. Таський

V. Tasky

Secretary

О. Гай-Головко

O. Hai-Holovko

Treasurer

А Крипякевич

A. Krypiakevych

Organizer

І. Юрків

I. Yurkiw

Youth Coordinator

Г. Соломон

H. Solomon

st

nd

Source:
Обіжник СУС Число 7, серпень, 1950
USRL/CYC Bulletin – Number 7, August, 1950

1952-1954 – Saskatoon Saskatchewan
Past President

В. Сарчук

W. Sarchuk

President

П. Ткачук

Paul Tkachuk

1 Vice President

Д. Максимюк

D. Maximiuk

2 Vice President

В. Буряник

V. Burianyk

Secretary

А. Михайленко

A. Mychaylenko

Treasurer

О.В. Процюк

O.V. Prociuk

Branch Organizer

І. Д. Стратійчук

I. D. Stratychuk

Convener of Youth

Павло Гуцуляк

P. Hutzuliak

st

nd

Source:
Обіжник СУС– Число 5, липень. 1952
USRL/CYC Bulletin – Number 5, July 1952

1

This was the first elected USRA/TYC National Еxecutive
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1954-1956 – Saskatoon Saskatchewan
Past President

В. Сарчук

W. Sarchuk

President

П. Ткачук

Paul Tkachuk

1 Vice President

Д. Максимюк

D. Maximiuk

2nd Vice President

В. Буряник

V. Burianyk

Secretary

А. Михайленко

A. Mychaylenko

Treasurer

П. Киба

P. Kyba

Branch Organizer

І. Д. Стратійчук

I. D. Stratychuk

Convener of Youth

В. Пилипів

V. Pylypiw

st

Source:
Обіжник СУС– Число 5, серпень. 1954
USRL/CYC Bulletin – Number 5, August, 1954

1956-1958 – Saskatoon Saskatchewan
Past President

П. Ткачук

Paul Tkachuk

President

Д. Стратійчук

D. Stratychuk

1 Vice President

Левко Фаруна

Leo Faryna (Edmonton)

2 Vice President

М. Савіцький

M. Savitsky (Prince
Albert)

Secretary

Ф. Кіндрачук

F. Kindrachuk

Treasurer

І. Мацюк

I. Matsiuk

Branch Organizer

А. Данильчук

A. Danylchuk

Convener of Youth

В. Пилипів

V. Pylypiw

st

nd

Source:
Обіжник СУС– Число 6, вересень. 1956
USRL/CYC Bulletin – Number 6, September, 1956
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1958-1960 – Edmonton, Alberta
Past President

Д. Стратійчук

D. Stratychuk

President

П. І. Лазарович

P. Lazarowich

1 Vice President

В. Підручний

V. Pidruchny

2nd Vice President

Манолій Лупул

Manoly Lupul

Secretary

Б. Мельничук

B. Melnychuk

Treasurer

Еміль Засійбіда

Emil Zasibida

Members

В. Е. Косташ

V. E. Kostash

st

Source:
1960 Convention USRL/CYC Book

1960-1963 – Edmonton, Alberta
Past President

Д. Стратійчук

D. Stratychuk

President

П. І. Лазарович

P. Lazarowich

Vice President

O. В Ґордей

O. B. Gordey

Secretary

Б. Мельничук

Bohdan Melnychuk

Treasurer

Еміль Засійбіда

Emil Zasibida

Member

В. І. Косташ

Bill Kostash

Member

М. Малицький

M. Malytsky

Member

М.Р. Лупул

Dr. Manoly Lupul

Source:
1963 USRL/CYC Convention Book
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1963-1965 – Toronto, Ontario
Past President

Петро Лазарович

Peter Lazarowich

President

Павло Кіт

Paul Kit

Vice President

Йосиф Ґорчинський

J. Gorchynsky

Secretary

Ізидор Олеськів

Isadore Oleskiw

Treasurer

Нестор Грабовський

N. Hrabovsky

Member

Кароль Смильский

K. Smylsky

Member

Юрій Сенчук

G. Senchuk

Member

Микола Іванець

M. Ivanets

Controller

Юрій Токарик

G. Tokarek

Controller

Петро Попіль

P. Popil

Controller

Еніїфаній Коча

E. Kocha

Source:
1965 USRL/CYC Convention Book

1965-1967 – Toronto, Ontario
Past President

Петро Лазарович

Peter Lazarowich

President

Павло Кіт

Paul Kit

Vice President

Нестор Грабовський

N. Hrabovsky

Secretary

Іван Боднарчук

I. Bodnarchuk

Treasurer

B. Mykytiuk

Богдан Микитюк

Member

Стефан Іванець

N. Ivanets

Member

Стефан Давидович

S. Davidovych

Member

Макар Сушко

M. Sushko

Auditing Committee

Андрій Орищак

А. Oryschak

Auditing Committee

Стефан Никіфорук

S. Nykyforuk

Auditing Committee

Петро Попіль

P. Popil

Source:
1967 USRL/TYC Convention Book
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1967-1969 – Toronto, Ontario2
Past President

Павло Кіт

Paul Kit

President

Ізидор Олеськів

Isadore Oleskiw

President

Андрій Орищак

Andrij Oryshchak

Vice President

Андрій Орищак

Andrij Oryshchak

Vice President

Срефан Йонка

Stephan Yonka

Secretary

Іван Боднарчук

I. Bodnarchuk

Treasurer

B. Mykytiuk

Богдан Микитюк

Member

Іван Дутчак

I. Dutchak

Member

Михайло Шиповик

M. Shypovyk

Member

Нестор Грабовський

N. Hrabovsky

2

Source:
1969 USRL/CYC Convention Book

1969-1971 – Regina, Saskatchewan
Past President

Андрій Орищак

Andrij Oryshchak

President

Дмитро Керелюк

Metro Kereluke

Vice President

Павло Ткачук

P. Tkachuk

Secretary

О. Заставний

O. Zastavny

Treasurer

П. Киба

P. Kyba

Member

Ярослав Лозовчук

Yars Lozowchuk

Member

П. Глек

Paul Hleck

Member

О. Процюк

O. Prociuk

Source:
1971 USRL/CYC Convention Book

2 Isadore Oleskiw resigned in November 1968 for health reasons. Andrij Oryshchak became President and Stephan
Yonka became the Vice President (Source: USRA/TYC and SUND Bulletin No. 2 November 1968)

188

1971-1973 – Regina, Saskatchewan
Past President

Андрій Орищак

Andrij Oryshchak

President

Дмитро Керелюк

Metro Kereluke

Vice President

П. Глек

Paul Hleck

Secretary

Михайло Свинарчук

Mykhaylo Swynarchuk

Treasurer

Е. Клапавущак

Edward Klopoushak

Member

І. Зенчишин

I. Zenchyshyn

Member

о. О. Кравченко

Rev. Fr. Oleg
Krawchenko

Member

о. Н. Мороз

Rev. Fr. N. Moroz

Source:
1973 USRL/CYC Convention Book

1973-1975 – Edmonton, Alberta
Past President

Metro Kereluke

President

Dr. Leo Faryna

Vice President

Andrew Melnychuk

Secretary

Michael Magus

Treasurer

Walter Baziuk

Member

Bohdan Melnychuk

Member

Rev. Fr. Meroslaw Kryschuk

Member

Stephan Mysak

Controller

Stephan Samoil

Controller

Onifat Lukianchuk

Controller

Walter Hrynchuk

Executive Secretary

Anne Danelovich

Corresponding Secretary

Stephania Paush

Source:
Minutes USRA/TYC National Executive Meeting, January 24, 1974
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1975-1977 – Edmonton, Alberta
Past President

Dr. Leo Faryna

President

Andrew Melnychuk

Vice President

Bill Dymianiw

Secretary

Stephan Maslo

Treasurer

Walter Baziuk

Member

Bohdan Melnychuk

Member

Very Rev. Fr. Meroslaw Kryschuk

Member

Otto Jereniuk

Controller

Nick Bodnar

Controller

Walter Hrynchuk

Controller

Peter Prokopiw

Executive Secretary

Anne Danelovich

Corresponding Secretary

Stephania Paush

Source:
T.U.S.-S.U.N.D. Bulletin, Volume 1, Sept. - Oct., 1975
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1977-1979 – Edmonton, Alberta
Past President

Andrew Melnychuk

President

Otto Jereniuk

Vice President

Bill Dymianiw

Secretary

Rt. Rev. Fr. Hryhory Wasyliw

Treasurer

Walter Baziuk

Member

Bohdan Melnychuk

Member

Very Rev. Fr. Meroslaw Kryschuk

Member

Stephan Maslo

Member

Stephan Samoil

Controller

Nick Bodnar

Controller

Walter Hrynchuk

Controller

Peter Prokopiw

Executive Secretary

Anne Danelovich

Corresponding Secretary

Stephania Paush

Advisor and Journalist

Kost Telychko

Source:
1979 USRL/CYC Convention Book
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1979-1981 – Edmonton, Alberta345
Past President

Andrew Melnychuk

President

Otto Jereniuk3 (to -November 12, 1980)

President

Richard Samoil (November 13, 1980 to
August, 1981)

Vice President

Richard Samoil (to November 12, 1980)

Vice President

Taras Uzwyshyn (November 13, 1980
to August, 1981)

Secretary

Very Rev. Oleksander Chomiak4 (to
September 17, 1980)

Secretary

Andrew Melnychuk (September 17,
1980 to August, 1981)

Corresponding Secretary

Vasyl Krawetz5 (to April 9, 1980)

Treasurer

Walter Baziuk

Member

Very Rev. Fr. Meroslaw Kryschuk

Member

Bohdan Melnychuk

Member

Stephan Maslo

Member

Taras Uzwyshyn

Controller

Nick Bodnar

Controller

Peter Prokopiw

Executive Secretary

Anne Danelovich

Advisor

Kost Telychko

Sources:
1. 1979-1981 Звіт Крайової Управи Союзу Українців Самостійників
Всеканадський З’їзд СУС, Едмонтон, Альберта
Звіт: Голови Крайової Управи 89778ТУС-СУНД – Р.П. Самоїл
2. Обіжник #7 листопад 1980
1. 1979-1981 Reports CYC National Executive
General Convention CYC, Edmonton, Alberta
Report: R. P. Samoil, President National Executive USRA/SUND
2. Newsletter #7 November 1980

3 Dr. Leo Faryna passed away in 1980 and Otto Jereniuk took on the position of USRL/CYC National President
vacating his position as USRA/TYC National President
4

Very Rev. Oleksander Chomiak passed away on September 17, 1980

5

Vasyl Krawetz passed away on April 9, 1980
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1981-1983 – Edmonton, Alberta
Past President

Richard Samoil

President

Yaroslaw Skrypnyk

Vice President

Taras Uzwyshyn

Secretary

Nicholas Bodnar

Corresponding Secretary

Eugene Harasymiw

Treasurer

Walter Baziuk

Member

Kost Telychko

Member

Very Rev. Fr. Meroslaw Kryschuk

Member

Stephan Maslo

Member

Bohdan Melnychuk

Controller

George Tokarek

Controller

Peter Prokopiw

SUS Foundation Representative

William Sawchuk

Executive Secretary

Anne Danelovich

Source:
USRA/TYC National Directory 1981-1983

1983-1985 – Edmonton, Alberta
Past President

Yaroslaw Skrypnyk

President

Very Rev. Fr. Meroslaw Kryschuk

Vice President

Taras Uzwyshyn

Secretary

Bohdan Melnychuk

Corresponding Secretary

Eugene Harasymiw

Treasurer

Walter Baziuk

Member

Peter Prokopiw

Honourary Member

Kost Telychko

Controller

Nick Bodnar

Controller

Stephan Maslo

Executive Secretary

Anne Danelovich

Source:
1985 USRL/CYC Convention Book
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1985-1987 – Regina Saskatchewan
Past President

Very Rev. Fr. Meroslaw Kryschuk

President

Steve Pillipow

Vice President

Stephen Senyk

Secretary

Bill Dumanski

Corresponding Secretary

Rev. Michael Zaleschuk

Treasurer

Orest Pasieka

Member

Paul Hleck

Member

Alex Patryluk

Member

Ed Kucey

Source:
November 19, 1985 Communication to all USRA/TYC Branches in Canada

1987-1989 – Regina Saskatchewan
Past President

Steve Pillipow

President

Stephen Senyk

Vice President

Alex Patryluk

Secretary

Yars Lozowchuk

Treasurer

Orest Pasieka

Member

Paul Hleck

Member

Steve Pillipow

Member

Dr. Tony Harras

Source:
USRA/TYC Minutes of the 1987 Biennial Meeting
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1989-1991 – Regina Saskatchewan
Past President

Steve Pillipow

President

Stephen Senyk

Vice President

Alex Patryluk

Secretary

Yars Lozowchuk

Treasurer

Orest Pasieka

Member

Paul Hleck

Member

Steve Pillipow

Member

Michael Zaleschuk

Source:
Ukrainian Orthodox Men’s Association of Canada (UOMA) Newsletter Jan.1990

1991-1993 – Hamilton, Ontario
Past President

Stephen Senyk

President

Dmytro Spytkowsky

1 Vice President

Dr. P.T. Smylski

2nd Vice President

John Michaelchuk

Secretary

Nicholas Netchay

Secretary

Dr. S. Klimasko

Treasurer

Dr. W. Olynyk

Member

Dr. M. Lazarowich

Member

W. Kereliuk

Member

V. Demjanenko

Correspondent

W. Marko

st

Source:
1993 USRL/CYC Convention Book
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1993-1995 – Hamilton, Ontario
Past President

Stephen Senyk

President

Dmytro Spytkowsky

Vice President

Dr. P.T. Smylski

Vice President

John Michaelchuk

Secretary

Nicholas Netchay

Secretary

Dr. S. Klimasko

Treasurer

Dr. W. Olynyk

Director

Dr. M. Lazarowich

Director

W. Kereliuk

Director

V. Demjanenko

Source:
USRA/TYC Minutes of the 1993 Biennial Meeting
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1995-1997 – Hamilton, Ontario
Past President

Stephen Senyk

President

Dmytro Spytkowsky

1 Vice President

Dr. P.T. Smylski

2nd Vice President

John Michaelchuk

1 Secretary

Nicholas Netchay

2 Secretary

John Jurychuk

Treasurer

Dr. Walter Olynyk

Member at Large

Dr. M. Lazarowich

Member at Large

W. Kereliuk

Member at Large

V. Demjanenko

Member at Large

Dr. Stephen Klimasko

Member at Large

Eugene Kryworuchko

Member at Large

Peter Kucharuk

Member at Large

Andy Skrypniak

Member at Large

Sam Lebedovich

Member at Large

Daniel Huzyk

Controlling Committee

Bohdan Korney

Controlling Committee

Alex Kindraka

Controlling Committee

Bohdan Radesh

st

st

nd

Source:
USRA/TYC Minutes of the 1995 Biennial Meeting
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1997-1999 – Hamilton, Ontario
Past President

Dmytro Spytkowsky

President

John Jurychuk

Vice President

Andy Skrypniak

Secretary

Nicholas Netchay

Treasurer

Aleks Kindraka

Member at Large

Walter Rosizky

CYMK Liaison

Dr. Orest Talpash

Controlling Committee

M. Shypovyk

Controlling Committee

B. Kereliuk

Controlling Committee

Dr. V. Olynyk

Sources:
USRA/TYC Minutes of the 1997 Biennial Meeting
USRA/TYC Minutes for the January 31, 1998 regular executive meeting

1999-2001 – Hamilton, Ontario
Past President

Dmytro Spytkowsky

President

John Jurychuk

Vice President

Eugene Kryworuchko

Secretary

Mykola Netchy

Treasurer

Aleks Kindraka

Member at Large

Anton Pohoreski

CYMK Liaison

Dr. Orest Talpash

Controlling Committee

Karl Spytkowsky

Controlling Committee

Fred Skretkowicz

Controlling Committee

Alex Zawhorodny

Source:
USRA/TYC Minutes of the 1999 Biennial Meeting
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2001-2003 – Hamilton, Ontario
Past President

John Jurychuk

President

Andy Skrypniak

Vice President

Emil Fedak

Secretary

Walter Rosizky

Treasurer

Peter Kit

Member at Large

Dr. Peter Kondra

CYMK Liaison

Roman Spytkowsky

Provincial TYC

Dmytro Spytkowsky

Auditor

Frank Skretkowicz

Auditor

Alex Kindraka

Auditor

Leo Atamanchuk

Source:
USRA/TYC Minutes of the 2001 Biennial Meeting

2003-2005 – Regina, Saskatchewan
Past President

Andy Skrypniak

President

Dr. Tony Harras

Vice President

Yars Lozowchuk

Secretary

Dr. Edward Klopoushak

Treasurer

Wayne Hydeman

Member at Large

Alex Patryluk

Chaplain

Rev. Fr. Brent Kuzyk

Auditor

Ed Labach

Auditor

Rudy Hrycay

Source:
USRA/TYC Minutes of the 2003 Biennial Meeting
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2005-2007 – Regina, Saskatchewan
Past President

Andy Skrypniak

President

Dr. Tony Harras

Vice President

Yars Lozowchuk

Secretary

Dr. Edward Klopoushak

Treasurer

Wayne Hydeman

Member at Large

Alex Patryluk

Chaplain

Rev. Fr. Brent Kuzyk

Auditor

Ed Labach

Auditor

Sonia Bremner

Source:
USRA/TYC Minutes of the 2005 Biennial Meeting

2007-2009 – Regina, Saskatchewan
Past President

Andy Skrypniak

President

Dr. Tony Harras

Vice President

Yars Lozowchuk

Secretary

Dr. Edward Klopoushak

Treasurer

Wayne Hydeman

Member at Large

Alex Patryluk

Auditor

Ed Labach

Auditor

Sonia Bremner

Source:
USRA/TYC Minutes of the 2007 Biennial Meeting
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2009-2011 – Edmonton, Alberta
Past President

Dr. Tony Harras

President

Emil Yereniuk

Vice President

Jars Balan

Secretary

Mark Ferbey

Treasurer

Dr. Will Zuzak

Member at Large

Marshall Opyr

Member at Large

Mitch Makowsky

Member at Large

Bohdan Maslo

Chaplain

Very Rev. Fr. Mykola Sawchenko

Auditor

Orest Talpash

Auditor

Eugene Topolnisky

Auditor

George Zaharia

Director of Communications

Michael Yereniuk

Source:
USRA/TYC Minutes of the 2009 Biennial Meeting

2011-2013 – Edmonton, Alberta
Past President

Dr. Tony Harras

President

Emil Yereniuk

Vice President

Jars Balan

Secretary

Dennis Kuchta

Treasurer

Gerald Kruhlak

Member at Large

Marshall Opyr

Member at Large

Michael Yereniuk

Member at Large

Bohdan Maslo

Chaplain

Rt. Rev. Fr. Stephan Semotiuk

Auditor

Orest Talpash

Auditor

Eugene Topolnisky

Auditor

George Zaharia

Source:
USRA/TYC Minutes of the 2011 Biennial Meeting
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Kamloops
Kelowna
New West.
Surrey
Vancouver
Vernon
TOTALS

Kamloops
Kelowna
New West.
Surrey
Vancouver
Vernon
TOTALS

Kamloops
Kelowna
New West.
Surrey
Vancouver
Vernon
TOTALS

70

2001

49

2000

54

17
16
10
6
4
53

12
29

22

18
15
10
11

29

1985

1984

27

16

16

1969

0

1968

41

18
11
10
2

2002

1986
6
35
16
27
44
7
135

0

1970

13
48

14
40

9

15
11
9

2004

1988
7
33
23
13
21
12
109

4

4

1972

17

2003

1987
7
33
18
23
25
15
121

7

7

1971

12
48

14
11
11

2005

27
18
12
20
12
89

1989

13

13

1973

10
34

13

11

2006

61

16
19

26

1990

13

13

1974
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By Province

10
23

13

2007

22
19
15
18
6
80

1991

0

1975

23

8

15

2008

23
15
35
17
6
96

1992

23

23

1976

23

8

15

2009

25
15
34
16
6
96

1993

0

1977

21

8

13

2010

16
15
25
16
6
78

1994

0

1978

21

8

13

2011

16
16
23
16
7
78

1995

35

28

7

1979

25

13

12

2012

14
18
22
17
9
80

1996

37

37

1980

31

18

13

2013

15
14
18
17
9
73

1997

52

1981

0

2014

14
16
15
14
9
68

1998

49

22

27

1982

0

2015

42

12
11

19

1999

74

46

28

1983

BRITISH COLUMBIA
Branch figures unavailable
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1969
106
8
20
16
10
6
5
3
7
1
6

188

1985
75
37
112

2001
22
47
69

184

1984
75
32
107

2000
34
45
79

Calgary
Edmonton
TOTALS

Calgary
Edmonton
TOTALS

Edmonton
Edmonton District
Calgary
Vegreville
Myrnam
Willingdon
Thorhild
Pino
Smoky Lake
Two Hills
Westlock
Evansburg
TOTALS

1968
103
6
21
17
10
6
4
3
7
1
6

2002
21
42
63

1986
46
95
141

0

1970

2003
25
42
67

1987
24
83
107

170

1971
104
18
21
14
6
7

2004
33
49
82

1988
20
79
99

167

1972
108
17
17
11
7
7

2005
33
49
82

1989
35
70
105

151

1973
96
12
15
11
5
12

2006
23
41
64

1990
22
79
101

166

8

1974
100
5
15
15
8
12
3
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2007
25
60
85

1991
30
66
96

2008
28
63
91

1992
30
65
95

163

1
1
1

2

166

1976
100
4
17
17
6
13
3

1975
107
5
17
15
6
11
3

2009
28
60
88

1993
34
65
99

150

1
1

1977
107
4
16
10
4
7

2010
31
60
91

1994
30
30
60

0

1978

2011
28
60
88

43
43

1995

192

1979
113
46
33

2012
28
60
88

40
40

1996

191

1980
99
33
44
15

1981

2013
18
60
78

1997
34
57
91

172

Branch figures unavailable

0

2014

1998
34
52
86

10
192

1982
92
28
49
13

0

2015

1999
37
40
77

159

1983
91
21
47

ALBERTA

204

55
53

2001
15
10
11
37
61
22
11
167

47
40

2000
17

14
58
58

20
60
67

1984
26
31

1987
28
33

1985
31
39

22

1986
37
42

14
6
133

23

1971
16
5

10
14
110
0

1970

37
32

7

1969
6

15
23
35

22

1968

13
55
51

1988
28
25

16
6
119

42
37

1972
18

1989
23
24
17
18
53
42

16
1
137

12
1
20
50
26

1973
12

1990
19
19
21
8
54
38
12
14
185

17
13
174

14
1
21
39
52

1974
17

Canora
North Battleford
Prince Albert
Regina
Saskatoon
Sask. B/H
Yorkton
TOTALS

13
142

10
33
69

2002
20
5
10
39
55
27
12
168

2003
20
5
12
43
45
18
11
154

2004
21
4
13
41
44
28
10
161
146

2005
18
4
13
37
51
23

119

13
43
48

2006
15

National USRA/TYC Branch Membership Information
22
31
26
21
19
18
By Province
166
209
252
212
191
195

Canora
Cheremosh
North Battleford
Prince Albert
Regina
Sakatoon
Sask. B/H
Yorkton
TOTALS

Canora
Cudworth/Waka.
North Battleford
Goodeve/Ituna/Melv.
Prince Albert
Regina
Sakatoon
Sask. B/H
Yorkton
At Large
TOTALS
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135

14
33
41
32

2007
15

137

2008
16
1
8
35
48
29

14
159

17
186

134

2009
16
3
8
33
48
26

59
56
33
17
196

17

12
57
61

1993
14

0

1977

1992
15

25
13
211

33
50
67

1976
23

1991
15
3
20
10
60
61

0

1975

95

2010
14
3
8
33
37

17
107

45
45

1994

19

19

1978

100

2011
12
3
10
32
43

17
100

40
43

1995

182

25

43
63

1979
35
16

1981

56

18

1997
10

178

32
46

14

1998
11

178

49
75
19

1982
35

32
63

16

1999
13

165

45
66
18

1983
36

97

2012
14
3
8
33
39

18
138

94

2013
20
4
*8
30
32

102

0

2014

121

0

2015

139

SASKATCHEWAN
18
18
15

37
55

17

1996
11

2
166

44
71

1980
34
15

SASKATCHEWAN

Branch figures unavailable
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10
10
85

1985
21
36
57

2001
27
27

22

1984
21
42
63

2000
28
28

Dauphin
Winnipeg
TOTALS

Winnipeg
TOTALS

22

1969
18
47

Dauphin
Winnipeg
Rossburn
Flin Flon
At Large
TOTALS

1968

2002
29
29

1986
21
51
72

0

1970

2003
29
29

1987
17
42
59

78

6

1971
20
52

2004
27
27

1988
17
40
57

66

1972
17
49

2005
20
20

1989
15
40
55

3
1
54

1973
21
29

2006
25
25

40
40

1990

10
1
54

1974
5
38
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2007
22
22

36
36

1991

0

1975

2008
17
17

30
30

1992

94

13

1976
27
54

2009
16
16

28
28

1993

0

1977

2010
16
16

28
28

1994

0

1978

2011
18
18

30
30

1995

101

13

1979
32
56

2012
15
15

33
33

1996

98

13

1980
32
53

1981

2013
16
16

31
31

1997

93

0

2014

28
28

1998

88

50
10

1982
28

0

2015

30
30

1999

72

47

1983
25

MANITOBA

Branch figures
unavailable
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0

1984
1
53
29
31
25
6
20
16
13
12
1
31
237

Grimsby
Hamilton
Toronto
Long Branch
Montreal
Niagra Falls
Oshawa
Ottawa
Scarborough
St. Catherine
Thunder Bay
Windsor
TOTALS

Grimsby
Hamilton
Toronto
Long Branch
Montreal
Niagra Falls
Oshawa
Ottawa
Scarborough
St. Catherine
Thunder Bay
Windsor
TOTALS

1968

21
16
13
25
12
32
284

17
15
10
23
1

196

53
31
25
21

1986
14
65
42
30
28

0

1970

1985

52
237

50
31
39
27
11
10
17

1969

11
16
9
22
20
207

29
219

1988
6
58
34
17
20

15
186

1972
12
62
33
12
19
9
8
16

11
17
11
33

1987
8
57
29
15
17

25
187

1971
13
54
32
15
15
9
8
16

20
195

13
15
7
15

1989
7
63
24
17
21

155

8
19

1973
12
66
23
9
18

1991
5
42
24
17
26

0

1975

1992
4
49
21
17
23

3
62
288

1976
18
75
40
12
31
13
13
21

1993
4
60
28
17
21

23
201

14
11
20

19
167

1
13
9
16

17
172

13
14
7
11

0

1977

21
185

13
14
7
4

Niagra Falls and St. Catherine merged in 1985

1990
5
67
20
17
29

2
19
188

21

1974
15
65
25
9
19
13
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20
181

13
14
7
6

1994
5
60
26
17
18

0

1978

17
156

12
14
7
12

12

1995
6
60
22

17
162

7
14
8
13

1996
6
60
20
11
12

17
81
327

39
9
17
20

30
10
17
23

16
82
298

1980
17
84
43

1979
18
63
39

1981

17
156

4
15
9
8

1997
6
56
17
12
18

316

Branch figures unavailable

14
159

4
14
7

1998
4
76
10
21
13

9
19
18
10
15
14
75
291

1982
18
77
36

10
122

5

4

1999
5
66
10
21
1

29
7
20
20
10
15
13
54
283

1983
15
63
37

EAST
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Grimsby
Hamilton
Toronto
Long Branch
Toronto/Long Branch
Montreal
Oshawa
Ottawa
Scarborough
Windsor
TOTALS

2001
5
62

20

11

14
107

2000
4
66

20

10
14

15
125

15
114

10

25

2002
5
64

12
105

10

22

2003
5
61

80

23

2004
7
57

72

17

2005
7
55
50

2007

2008
5
41

2009
4
50

25

5

27
5

26
5

10
98
75

78

85

Scarborough merged with Oshawa in 2000

29

Long Branch merged with Toronto in 2000

Toronto merged with Long Branch in 2000

2006
5
59
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59

20
5

2010
3
34

57

18
5

34

2011

2013

2014

53

13
6

34

57

11
6

40

0

Grimsby closed its branch in 2011

2012

0

2015

EAST
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1969
16
188
110
85
237
636

1985
70
112
209
57
196
644

2001
53
69
167
27
107
423

1984
49
107
166
63
237
622

2000
54
79
142
28
125
428

BC
AB
SK
MB
EAST
TOTAL

BC
AB
SK
MB
EAST
TOTAL

BC
AB
SK
MB
EAST
TOTAL

1968
0
184
22
22
0
228

2002
41
63
168
29
114
415

1986
135
141
252
72
284
884

1970
0
0
0
0
0
0

2003
40
67
154
29
105
395

1987
121
107
212
59
219
718

1971
7
170
133
78
187
575

2004
48
82
161
27
80
398

1988
109
99
191
57
207
663

1972
4
167
119
66
186
542

2005
48
82
146
20
72
368

1989
89
105
195
55
195
639

1973
13
151
137
54
155
510

2006
34
64
119
25
98
340

1990
61
101
185
40
201
588

1974
13
166
174
54
188
595

2007
23
85
135
22
75
340

1991
80
96
186
36
167
565

1975
0
166
0
0
0
166
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2008
23
91
137
17
78
346

1992
96
95
159
30
172
552

1976
23
163
211
94
288
779

2009
23
88
134
16
85
346

1993
96
99
196
28
185
604

1977
0
150
0
0
0
150

2010
21
91
95
16
59
282

1994
78
60
107
28
181
454

1978
0
0
19
0
0
19

2011
21
88
100
18
57
284

1995
78
43
100
30
156
407

1979
35
192
182
101
298
808

2012
25
88
97
15
53
278

1996
80
40
138
33
162
453

1980
37
191
166
98
327
819

2013
31
78
94
16
57
276

1997
73
91
102
31
156
453

1981
52
172
178
93
316
811

2014
0
0
0
0
0
0

1998
68
86
121
28
159
462

1982
49
192
178
88
291
798

2015
0
0
0
0
0
0

1999
42
77
139
30
122
410

1983
74
159
165
72
283
753

TOTALS
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22

0

MB

EAST

16

22

0

0

237

0

0

0

0

TOTAL 228 636

85

110

184 188

0

4

13

13

0

66

54

54

0

0

0

23

288

94

211

0

0

0

0

575 542 510 595 166 779 150

187 186 155 188

78

133 119 137 174

170 167 151 166 166 163 150

7

19

0

0

19

0

0

37

52

49

74

49

70
99

135 121 109

89

61

105 101

96

80

95

96

99

96

60

78

43

78

40

80

91

73

86

68

77

42

79

54

69

53

63

41

67

40

82

48

82

48

64

34

85

23

91

23

88

23

98

93

88

72

63

57

72

59

57

55

48

36

30

28

28

30

33

31

28

30

28

27

29

29

27
87

20
79

25
103

22
75

17
83

16
85

62

16

95

91

21

88

21

57

18

100

88

25

53

15

97

78

31

57

16

86

808 819 811 798 753 623 644 898 726 669 646 601 570 556 608 459 413 459 459 466 410 432 428 420 400 405 375 345 340 351 346 285 284 278 268

298 327 316 291 283 238 196 298 227 213 202 206 172 176 189 186 162 168 162 163 122 129 112 119 110

101

182 166 178 178 165 166 209 252 212 191 195 185 186 159 196 107 100 138 102 121 139 142 167 168 154 161 146 119 135 137 134

192 191 172 192 159 107 112 141 107

35

1968 1969 1970 1971 1972 1973 1974 1975 1976 1977 1978 1979 1980 1981 1982 1983 1984 1985 1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013
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Ukrainian Self-Reliance League of
Canada (USRL) Presidents
1927 - 1931

Wasyl Swystun †

Winnipeg

1931 - 1936

Myroslaw Stechishin †

Winnipeg

1936 - 1940

Peter Lazarowich †

Edmonton

1940 - 1941

Julian Stechishin †

Saskatoon

1941 - 1948

Judge John R. Solomon †

Winnipeg

1948 - 1952

John Syrnick †

Winnipeg

1952 - 1958

Julian Stechishin †

Saskatoon

1958 - 1963

Dr. Leo Faryna †

Edmonton

1963 - 1965

Theodore Humeniuk †

Toronto

1965 - 1967

Dr. Paul Ochitwa †

Toronto

1967 - 1969

Dr. Paul Kit †

Edmonton

1969 - 1973

John D. Stratychuk †

Saskatoon

1973 - 1977

Dr. Stephen Yaremchuk †

Edmonton

1977 - 1980

Dr. Leo Faryna †

Edmonton

1980 - 1981

Otto Jereniuk †

Edmonton

1981 - 1987

Andrew Melnychuk †

Edmonton

1987 - 1989

Yaroslaw Skrypnyk

Edmonton

1989 - 1991

Mary Tkachuk †

Saskatoon

1991 - 1997

Stefan Franko

Saskatoon

1997 - 2005

Michael Zaleschuk

Regina

2005 - 2011

Sonja Bejzyk

Winnipeg

2011 - 2015

Dr. Tony Harras

Regina
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National USRL/CYC Conventions
15th

Saskatoon

December 1938

16

th

Saskatoon

1939

17

th

Saskatoon

1940

18th

1941

19

th

Saskatoon

Dec 1941 / Jan 1942

20

th

Saskatoon

1943

21st

Winnipeg

January 1944

22

nd

Toronto

May 1945

23

rd

Winnipeg

November 1946

24th

Saskatoon

December 1947

25th

Saskatoon

July 1948

26

Toronto

July 1949

27th

Edmonton

July 1950

28

th

Winnipeg

June/July 1952

29

th

th

Saskatoon

July 1954

30th

Winnipeg

July 1956

31

st

Edmonton

July 1958

32

nd

Toronto

July 1960

33rd

Winnipeg

June/July 1963

34

th

Toronto

July 1965

35

th

Toronto

July 1967

36th

Edmonton

August 1969

37

th

Saskatoon

July 1971

38

th

Winnipeg

Aug/Sept 1973

39th

Edmonton

August 1975

40th

Saskatoon

August 1977

41

Hamilton

August 1979

42nd

Edmonton

August 1981

43

rd

Saskatoon

July 1983

44

th

st

Winnipeg

July 1985

45th

Saskatoon

August 1987

46th

Regina

August 1989
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National USRL/CYC Conventions
47th

Saskatoon

48

August 1991

Winnipeg

June/July 1993

49th

Toronto

August 1995

50th

Edmonton

August 1997

51

th

Regina

August 1999

52nd

Vancouver

August 2001

53

rd

Calgary

August 2003

54

th

st

Saskatoon

August 2005

55th

Winnipeg

August 2007

56

th

Regina

August 2009

57

th

Edmonton

August 2011

58th

Saskatoon

August 2013

59th

Calgary

2015
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Addenda
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Early History
Новий Статут Союза Українців Самостійників
Український Голос, Вінніпеґ, Ман., 3-го травня, 1939

214

New Charter of the Ukrainian SelfReliance League (SUS) (English
Translation)
Ukrainian Voice, Winnipeg, Manitoba, 3 May 1939
Some

information about the

Ukrainian Self-Reliance Association

The previous article discussed the size and centralization of the SUS organization.
These are two important matters, which are reflected in the new charter. The third
change in it is the Ukrainian Self-Reliance Associations, which are abbreviated as
“TUS.”
What

is a

Ukrainian Self-Reliance Association?

It is an organizational entity, a cell which comprises the organism of the SUS, in a
matter of speaking. Such an association is at the same level as branches of the Union
of Ukrainian People’s Homes, the Union of Ukrainian Canadian Women, or the
Union of Ukrainian Canadian Youth.
Whom do they report to? To which union organization is TUS subordinated?
The Ukrainian Self-Reliance Association [TUS] is part of the Union of Ukrainian
People’s Homes [SUND]. It is at the same level as branches of that Union, and as
such is subordinated to the SUS National Executive [Centralia]. Thus, with respect
to organizational relations, its path to the SUS Centralia is through the Board of the
SUND.
This change was made because SUND has its charter incorporated in the Dominion
of Canada. And this is a step towards coordinating in future all the activities of the
SUS under the framework of the charter of the Union of Ukrainian People’s Homes
[SUND].
It should be emphasized that TUS is an organization subordinated to the Union of
Ukrainian People’s Homes in the same way as are branches of that Union—or as
branches, i.e., Women’s Associations, are subordinated to the executive of the Union
of Ukrainian Canadian Women [SUK], or as youth organizations are subordinated to
the executive of the Union of Ukrainian Canadian Youth [SUMK].
Where

will

Ukrainian Self-Reliance Associations

be established?

They should be established everywhere throughout our dominion where Ukrainians
live who [are principled regarding our national affairs]—except for those places or
cities where there is already a branch of the Union of Ukrainian People’s Homes.
When in a given locality there are none of our organizations that are part of SUS
through its union organizations (such as SUND, SUK, or SUMK), it must be arranged
for a Ukrainian Self-Reliance Association to be established there as soon as possible.
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If there already is a branch of the Union of Ukrainian Canadian Youth there, or a
branch of the Union of Ukrainian Canadian Women, then in any case a Ukrainian
Self-Reliance Association must be established there, as well. The work of the TUS
and the makeup of its membership are different from the work of the abovementioned
organizations. [On the other hand], they (the work and makeup of TUS) are identical
to—the same as—the work and makeup of members of branches of SUND; thus,
TUS has no place in those cities and localities where there is a People’s Home, or an
Association that is a part of SUND.
It should perhaps also be added that as time passes, it may happen that in larger
centres of our Ukrainian life, someday there may be two or three branches of SUND,
but only where a crucial need demands this, without harming existing union
associations. This might someday occur in large cities, where it will be unquestionably
necessary to have more SUS organizational entities, in order to encompass the entire
Ukrainian totality and cover its extent.
What

will happen to the

SUS

branches?

Until now, the SUS organization had branches, which were subordinated directly to
the SUS Centralia. They could also exist in every neighbourhood of ours, or city,
where there were people willing to form such a branch. After the new charter [is
promulgated], the branches are to be immediately liquidated, and in their place the
Ukrainian Self-Reliance Associations are to be established. Without a doubt, it can
be foreseen that where there were SUS branches until now, Ukrainian Self-Reliance
Associations will be established, except for those places where there already is a
branch of SUND. In those places where there are SUND branches, the SUS branches
must be liquidated [anyways], and members of the disbanded SUS branch should
without exception sign up to the People’s Home, or to the Association that is a branch
of SUND.
Is

there any difference between a

SUND

branch and a

TUS

branch?

There is none. A Ukrainian Self-Reliance Association is also a branch of SUND.
During its establishment, it declares its membership in SUND and pays dues, the
same way as every other branch of SUND—and in every matter it is subordinated to
the Union of Ukrainian People’s Homes [SUND].
What

is the work to be carried out by a

Ukrainian Self-Reliance Association?

It should carry out the same kind of work as any People’s Home that is part of
SUND. In particular: (1) it brings together a group of all Ukrainians into a selfreliance organization—so very beneficial from the national as well as Canadian
point of view; (2) stands on guard for religion and morals; (3) facilitates the cultural
awareness of the Ukrainian masses in Canada; (4) strives to preserve the distinctive
and individual characteristics of our people, an ocean away [from our native land];
(5) seeks the means by which Ukrainians in Canada can be most successfully
presented and educated; (6) promotes sports for the physical health of its members;
(7) strives to strengthen friendly ties and brotherhood among Ukrainian communities;
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(8) takes advantage of every opportunity to disseminate the ideology of the
independentists among our entire Ukrainian community; (9) strives to transform all
Ukrainians in Canada into people who respect each other, their sovereignty and
their differences; (10) seeks out streams of community life, in order to promote the
Ukrainian idea through them to various circles of our fellow citizens, and inform
them about the struggles of our brethren in our native lands with the goal of
achieving our own state; (11) assists members by various means to provide mutual
assistance in the SUS ranks; and (12) to create an obligation in our community to
serve in SUS, but to also simultaneously be exemplary in its domestic or social and
civic affairs.
That is the work of each People’s Home that belongs to SUND. Thus, the work of
TUS is the same as the work of a SUND branch.
It should be emphasized that the work of SUS as a whole, and by the same token of
all the Union organizations, including the Ukrainian Self-Reliance Association, is
extraordinarily important and beneficial. [It is] more important than the work of
other local organizations that are not linked to SUS but rather are independent or
part of Catholic, nationalist, or hetmanist formations. This work of ours is absolutely
national, and to the highest degree is governed by the interests of our adopted
homeland, Canada. SUS has stood on this principle from the very beginning, it
continues to stand today, and will not change it in the future. Proof of our principles
being the proper ones, from the point of view of our national interests and the
interests of Canada is that other organizations or groups are copying their programs
from ours. But there was a time when they called us the most mendacious names,
and ascribed some imagined intentions to us.
May there not remain a single neighbourhood of ours, nor city, nor town in which
there is no Ukrainian Self-Reliance Association, or branch of SUND, in addition to
such organizations of ours as SUMK or the Women’s Association, which is part of the
Union of Ukrainian Canadian Women!
Is TUS

supposed to own its own buildings?

A Ukrainian Self-Reliance Association must have premises to work in. Therefore, it
must absolutely have a building—its own would be best—to successfully carry out
the work specified in its charter.
We hope that these explanations will assist in the understanding of our charter, and
will encourage many of our [nationally] conscious citizens to work for our particular
benefit, our worthy organization SUS, and our new homeland. If there are still any
clarifications required, we would request that inquiries be sent to the SUS Centralia,
which will do its best to provide detailed explanations in such matters. Moreover we
will be pleased to accept the comments of our activists, if anyone should wish to send
them to us.
Members of the Executive
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Minutes: Edmonton USRL/CYC
Edmonton Branch – October 31, 1938
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Minutes: Edmonton USRL/CYC
Edmonton Branch – October 31, 1938
(English Translation)
Regular meeting of the SUS Edmonton branch
Meeting took place with attendance by 10 members.
Mr. Lukianchu[k] (chair) informed those present that our treasurer (Mr. Ki[n]
drachuk) submitted his books because he is leaving town, so a treasurer must be
elected until year-end.
As moved by Mr. Lazarowich and Dr. Gowda, Mr. Pavlo Melnyk agreed to accept this
position.
Mr. Danylchuk read a letter from Winnipeg in the matter of the Convention (winter)
in Winnipeg.
He also read a letter from Saskatoon about their winter convention.
Besides this, he described a couple of news items, including the trip by Sulyk (of the
UNF) across the US and Canada.
A discussion took place about the conventions and their dates. It was decided to hold
the Edmonton convention on the dates of 31 December and 1–2 January.
Another discussion developed regarding Avramenko’s proposal to make a film about
SUMK.
The chair inquired as to what our relationship is to be to the Union of Former
Combatants and to the Olha Basarab Society.
Mr. Lazarowich replied that the Union of Former Combatants is of the same ideology,
and is in no way a competing organization, so they should be treated as our own
members. And regarding the Olha Basarab Society, in the first place they should
unite with the Union of Ukrainian Canadian Women, then we would treat them as
our own, because they still do not belong anywhere and have not joined any central
organization, so we don’t know where they stand, and we cannot treat them as our
own.
The chair also took the floor to speak on the organizational fund and on membership
fees that have not yet been paid.
That being the final matter, the meeting was adjourned.
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Minutes: Edmonton USRL/CYC
Edmonton Branch – February 5, 1939
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Minutes: Edmonton USRL/CYC
Edmonton Branch – February 5, 1939
(English Translation)
The meeting took place in the auditorium of the Institute, with over 30 participants
attending, at 3 o’clock of the afternoon.
The chair was elected as Mr. I. Gorecky, and the secretary as D. Maceluch.
Representative Lazarowich referred to the matter and aim of this meeting.
During the past SUS Convention in Saskatoon it was decided to reform and
reorganize the organization SUS into the Ukrainian Self-Reliance Association [TUS].
A charter was developed that was registered with the State Secretary in December
1938.
He explained that the Ukrainian Self-Reliance League was not relying on quantity
of members but quality; thus, SUS branches never made any effort to obtain many
members, and our branch in Edmonton was limited with regard to membership and
never exceeded 30–35 in number.
Based on the new TUS charter, the aim of this association will be to unite the largest
possible number of individuals as members who agree and resonate with the TUS
ideology.
And so, where there is a People’s Home that belongs to the SUND, then its members
will automatically become members of TUS, and where there is no People’s Home,
our aim will be to organize a Ukr. Self-Reliance Assn.
At least 5 members are required in order to organize a TUS branch, and all societies
and People’s Homes organized from now on, because of the TUS, will only be called
TUS.
In Edmonton, there hasn’t yet been a People’s Home that is a member of SUND, so
here it will be necessary to organize a Ukr. Self-Reliance Assn. and make an effort to
gather as many of our followers as possible as members—those who agree with our
ideology, and give them the opportunity to work in the association as they are able.
Then he read out a couple of clauses from the new charter and concluded by saying
that the Ukr. Self-Reliance Assn. should not only continue the work of the former
SUS branch, but it should also expand this work and attract all the [nationally]
conscious citizenry in the city of Edmonton that agrees with our ideology[. A]nd the
supreme aim of this association in the city should be to build a large People’s Home,
which would be a centre for Ukr. life in Edmonton.
Mr. Chairman thanked the representative and asked him what was the difference
between a member of SUND or [People’s Home] and a direct member of TUS?
Mr. Lazarowich and Rev. Hrycyna [answered]: From now on there will be no direct

226

members of TUS, but each of them will belong to the closest local branch of TUS.
The annual member’s fee of the People’s Home to the TUS Centralia is $10.00, and
what amount will be designated by the Centralia now will depend on the requirements
and expenses of Centralia.
Mr. Chumer: Does this charter apply to all TUS [branches] in Canada, or only here
in Edmonton?
Mr. Lazarowich: In all of Canada.
Mr. Lukianchuk suggested that the membership fee should be affordable, low enough
so that everyone could become a member, and later it could be increased, if needed.
The Chair suggested someone make a motion as to whether an association like TUS
was needed here in Edmonton.
Mr. Wasylyshyn and Mr. Yanda moved that our SUS branch continued to carry out
its work under the new charter of the Ukr. Self-Reliance Assn.
Mr. Danylchuk moved that besides the SUS members, others should be attracted
who are our followers.
Mr. Lazarowich amended Mr. Wasylyshyn’s motion, namely: for a branch of TUS to
be established here in Edmonton.
The results of voting: 9 for, 0 against.
The Chair read out the aims of TUS.
Then Rev. Hrycyna asked what was meant about gathering self-reliance Ukrainians?
and replied himself that it should not be understood to mean only members of SUS
or of its allied organizations but every Ukrainian who supports and agrees with the
SUS ideology.
Dr. Verchomin and Mr. Yanda moved that the member fee should be $1.00 each
annually. Voting results 20 for, 0 against.
Then there was a general registration for membership in the Ukr. Self-Reliance
Assn. The following people signed up:
1. Dr. Verchomin
2. Mrs. Verchomin
3. Mrs. A. Shewchyshyn
4. Rev. E. Hrycyna
5. Mr. Danylchuk
6. Mr. D. Yanda
7. Mrs. D.E. Yanda
8. V.A. Chumer
9. Mr. Gayowsky
10. Mr. Wasylyshyn
11. Mr. Panchuk
12. H. Stechynsky
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13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.
30.

I.P. Lazarowich
Mrs. Sechynsky
Stashyn
V. Andrusiw
Mrs. Andrusiw
I. Goretsky
Mrs. Hrycyna
Mrs. Gorecky
Was. Moisei
N. Demko
Mrs. Demko
Dr. Gowda
Myskiw
P.A. Pausch
Lukianchuk
Petro Melnyk
Dm. Pyliuk
Dan. Maceluch

This was followed by the election of an executive for 1939, with the following result:
• Mr. Gayowsky Chair
• Was. Moisei Deputy Chair
• P.A. Pausch Recording Secretary
• Mrs. Verchomin Financial Secretary
• N. Demko Treasurer
• Stashyn Librarian
• Panchuk property manager
Nearly all the executive was elected by acclamation.
[... next pg (after 82) is 87]
Audit Committee: Dr. Verchomin, Mrs. Yanda, N. Stachynsky
Mr. Lazarowich suggested that the name of this branch should be adopted as “Ukr.
Self-Reliance Association in Edmonton.”
This prompted a brief discussion and afterwards, upon the motion by Messrs.
Lukianchuk and Dr. Verchomin, the name of “Ukr. Self-Reliance Association” was
adopted by all voters (except one).
Mr. Danylchuk suggested that a report be prepared for the next meeting, and also
that planning for presentations or concerts and reports should be put on the future
agenda.
Mr. Chumer: Where will this association have its premises?
Mr. Lazarowich: The executive should investigate regarding premises and inform
the members about it.
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Mr. Wasylyshyn suggested that a position of korespondent (press representative)
should be elected (he himself held this position in the Edmonton SUS branch last
year).
Mr. Chumer was elected press representative.
Mr. Gayowsky, the newly elected chair, took the floor, thanking those who elected
him and asking all members for cooperation so that the work of this association
would be crowned by success.
As moved by Messrs Yanda and Lazarowich, the meeting was adjourned.
D. Maceluch
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M. Kereluke and Rev. Fr. Oleg Krawchenko:
For your information: What is TYC?
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Товариство Укаїнців Самостійників в Канаді – Крайова Управа
Ukrainian Self-Reliance Association of Canada – National Executive
l’Association des ukrainiens autonomes du Canada – Executive national

Report on behalf of the
National Ukrainian Self-Reliance Association (USRA/TYC) Executive
to the 54th Convention of the Ukrainian Self-Reliance League,
Saskatoon, Saskatchewan, August 24-28, 2005
During the past two years your National Executive has concentrated primarily on four areas, these being:
• fulfilling the commitments that they made prior to the 2003 Convention in Calgary,
• making certain administrative improvements to the executive’s operation,
• responding to the findings of the Ukrainian Self-Reliance League’s (USRL/CYC)
‘Futures’ process and workshop, and
• organizing a very successful symposium on the ‘Role of the Laity in the Life of Ukrainian Orthodox Church’.
It is with considerable satisfaction that the Executive reports that a goodly portion of the objectives that were set out
were fulfilled, and in some cases, the results of certain initiatives exceeded expectations.
However, not withstanding the above positive results the Ukrainian Self-Reliance Association (USRA/TYC) is still
experiencing considerable difficulties. Recently the Yorkton Branch ceased operation, hopefully just temporarily, and
the fortunes of several other branches have not improved. On the positive side a new Branch was formed in
Kamloops. So overall there have been successes, but unfortunately there have been some negatives as well.
Prior to the 2003 Convention Calgary, the candidates for the TYC National Executive indicated what their priorities
would be should they be elected. As indicated above, a number of these have been met in large part while others to a
lesser degree. Specifically, the TYC National Executive has:
• provided each branch with access to a menu of possible projects/programs that they should consider given
their financial and human resources,
• many of these projects/programs could be extended beyond the immediate community, that is, a number of
outreach opportunities were identified which could be undertaken by individual branches,
• regrettably little progress was made in creating closer ties with other Ukrainian Orthodox based men’s
organizations
• rather than holding a national forum, it was decided that it would be more appropriate to hold a symposium on
‘who we are and our responsibilities’ and to this end, the above mentioned very successful symposium was
held.
• Shared suggestions with the Branches on how to improve their administrative functioning, but
• no survey was conducted on the future needs of our membership.
No doubt, the membership has noted that the TYC National Executive relies heavily on the internet. With today’s
huge demands being placed on members’ and potential members’ time, the use of modern communication tools is
paramount for success. It also forces our members to stay in touch with what is occurring around us and to
demonstrate to potential members that our approach of doing business is current and relevant.

1106 McNiven Avenue, Regina SK S4S 3X3
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During the last number of years the USRL/CYC has been facilitating a ‘futures search’ process within our
community. The workshop that was held in Regina on February 28, 2004 was a significant event in this process with
the results of this workshop being discussed at this convention. In an attempt to prepare the TYC membership to
discuss this matter more meaningfully at the Convention and to help affirm the priorities that were identified during
the February 28th workshop, the TYC National Executive reviewed the results and made its assessment and shared
these with its membership. Hopefully the various Branches have reviewed these with the intent of pursuing those
projects/programs that are relevant to their circumstances and within their capacity to implement. Finally, it is the
intent of the TYC National Executive, subject to being re-elected, to follow-up with the various Branches on the
specific of their future plans.
On the matter of our future activities, it is extremely important that we as TYC and other component members of
USRL undertake a relevant and significant set of projects/programs. This is necessary since potential members of our
organizations will take us seriously only if we are doing serious/worthwhile things.
On May 13-14, 2005 a symposium on the ‘Role of the laity in the life of the Orthodox Church’ was held at St.
Andrew’s College in Winnipeg. Seven papers were presented by experts on particular subjects. Specifically the
papers and presenters were:
• Paper #1, Clarifying the Paradigm, by Fr. Andrew Jarmus
• Paper #2, What is the place of Canon Law in the life of the Church?, by Fr. Taras Udod
• Paper #3, Participation of the laity in the life of the Orthodox Church during Apostolic times and the first
millennium, by Dr. Valerie Karras.
• Paper #4, An overview of the participation of the laity in the Ukrainian Orthodox Church life from the time of
Kyivan Rus to the end of the 19th century, by Dr. Frank Sysyn.
• Paper #5, Church, State and Nation in twentieth century Ukraine, by Serhii Plokhii
• Paper #6, Participation of laity in Church life in 20th century in traditional Orthodox lands and the US Greek
Orthodox experience, by Dr. Valerie Karras.
• Paper #7, Immigration and contemporary North American experiences - the experience of the Ukrainian
Orthodox Church of Canada, by Dr. Roman Yereniuk.
In addition to the papers there were formal discussants in each case as well as an opportunity for the attendees to ask
for clarifications or questions.
Overall, the response to the symposium was resoundingly positive and it added materially to the attendees
understanding of the role of the laity in our church life. Further, there appeared to be a consensus that the symposium
has the potential to materially benefit the deliberations of the Joint USRL-UOCC Committee.
Aside from the success of the symposium, we should be pleased with the results since it addresses one of TYC’s main
mandates: to support the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of Canada (UOCC).
On behalf of the TYC National Executive I wish to thanks all those individuals that contributed to the success of these
past two years. Further I wish to thank our overall membership for their moral and material support. However I
would be remiss if I did not thank the individual members of the TYC National Executive and in particular those
members from Regina. During the past two years we dealt with numerous pieces of correspondence, newsletters,
countless e-mail messages and over two dozen meetings. For their hard work, vision and support I am grateful and
indebted.

Submitted by T. E. Harras, President
on behalf of TYC/USRA National Executive
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Dr. Tony Harras – USRA/TYC Convention Report 2007

Товариство Укаїнців Самостійників в Канаді – Крайова Управа
Ukrainian Self-Reliance Association of Canada – National Executive
l’Association des ukrainiens autonomes du Canada – Executive national

Report of the
National Ukrainian Self-Reliance Association (USRA/TYC) Executive
to the USRA/TYC Session of the 55th Convention of the
Ukrainian Self-Reliance League,
Winnipeg, Manitoba, August 8-12, 2007
During the past two years your National Executive has concentrated primarily on five areas, these being:
• fulfilling the commitments that they made prior to the 2003 Convention in Calgary,
• making certain administrative improvements to the executive’s operation,
• responding to the findings of the Ukrainian Self-Reliance League’s (USRL/CYC) ‘Futures’ process and
workshop,
• continuing the very successful symposium series on the ‘Laity and the Ukrainian Orthodox Church’, and
• developing a questionnaire on the priorities of our members and potential members.
A number of administrative improvements have been made. More could be done if there was a perceived need to do
so. However focusing on administration when the organization as a whole is experiencing other serious challenges
would be an inefficient use of our limited resources. Consequently your National Executive spent most of its time and
efforts on other areas.
Several attempts have been made to reactivate the Yorkton Branch. As of now, our attempts have not been
successful. The lack of success may be a result of several factors but it is expected that there are two major reasons,
these being 1) the average age of the group being approached is beyond retirement and 2) we (TYC) have not
developed a menu of projects that captures the imagination and commitment of younger men. It is apparent that
unless we more clearly define our purpose and present doable and interesting projects we will not attract the needed
younger membership. On the latter point, a number of projects have been identified that might engage younger men
and ‘create’ genuine value in being a TYC member, however, the uptake has been limited, possibly because we do not
know how to sell these ideas or these ideas aren’t sufficiently ‘valuable’. Regrettably, situations similar to the
Yorkton one exist in many other centres throughout Canada.
Prior to the 2003 Convention in Calgary, the candidates for the TYC National Executive indicated their priorities
should they be elected. A number of these have been met in large part while others to a lesser degree. Specifically,
the TYC National Executive has:
• provided each branch with access to a menu of possible projects/programs that they should consider given
their financial and human resources,
• many of these projects/programs could be extended beyond the immediate community, that is, a number of
outreach opportunities were identified,
• some progress has been made in creating closer ties with other Ukrainian Orthodox men’s organizations
• An attempt has been made to issue a newsletter on a fairly regular basis. Further, to control costs, this has
been done mainly via the Internet and depending on the local Branches to duplicate copies of the newsletter
for those who do not have home computers,
1106 McNiven Avenue, Regina SK S4S 3X3
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•
•

•
•

it was decided that it would be appropriate to hold symposia on ‘who we are and our responsibilities’ and to
this end, two very successful symposia were held.
It has also been decided that in order to maintain closer contact with the full executive and Branches, that we
should hold conference calls at least twice a year. This is far more cost effective than trying to organize a
workshop, although there is a place for these but due to financial and scheduling reasons these cannot be held
very often.
suggestions were shared with the Branches on improving their administration, albeit it is recognized that
concentrating on administrative efficiency is not the solution, and
a survey was conducted on values; the results will be discussed at this convention.

National USRL/CYC facilitated a ‘futures search’ process within our community. The workshop that was held in
Regina on February 28, 2004 was a significant event in this process with the results of this workshop being discussed
at the 2005 Convention. In an attempt to prepare the TYC membership to discuss this matter more meaningfully the
TYC National Executive reviewed the results and made its assessment and shared these with its membership in 2005.
Hopefully the various branches are implementing the findings that are most relevant to their circumstances. Again, to
be successful, branches should concentrate on doable projects both what can be handled financially and manpowerwise.
On the matter of our future activities, it is extremely important that we as TYC and other component members of
USRL undertake a relevant and significant set of projects/programs. This is necessary since potential members of our
organizations will take us seriously only if they see us doing serious/worthwhile things. This is particularly the case
when it comes to our youth. Our younger generation will not be interested in a lot of pomp and ceremony. They are
not very familiar with our history or our achievements. We need to acknowledge our leadership and members for
their good work, but we need balance between our past and what we are doing now. Of the component organizations,
TYC probably is the most in need for a ‘raison d’être’.
On August 17-18, 2006 a second symposium on ‘Faith and Culture’ was held at Selo Gardens in Regina. A number of
panels and papers were presented by experts on particular subjects. Specifically these were:
• Faith and Culture, - Orthodox Christian Teachings
• Faith and Culture - a case study: Faith and Culture in Kyivan-Rus - Ukraine
• The Challenge: Applying Today the Teaching and Lessons of the Past
• The Challenge of Living Today as an Orthodox Christian in North America
• Laws and Politics: The Challenge of being Orthodox and Working as a Lawyer and Serving as a Politician
Today
• Arts, Literature and Education: The Challenge of being Orthodox and being a Musician, Teacher, Visual
Artist or Writer Today
• The Challenge of being Orthodox and being a Scientist or Medical Practitioner, and
• Implications of the Ethno-Cultural Dimension - an Orthodox Perspective on the Future of Ukrainian Canadian Culture
In addition to the papers and panels there were formal discussants in each case as well as an opportunity for the
attendees to ask questions or for clarifications.
Overall, the response to holding a symposium was once again resoundingly positive and it added materially to the
attendees’ understanding of how our Ukrainian culture is tied closely to our Orthodox faith. The reaction of the
attendees was that the symposium series should continue as it helps our community to better understand their faith and
culture. A further benefit of the symposia is that these materially support the deliberations of the Joint USRL-UOCC
Committee. Furthermore the symposia address one of TYC’s main mandates: to support the Ukrainian Orthodox
Church of Canada (UOCC).
Another measure of success is the level of attendance. The attendance in 2006 was up at about 75 from around 45 for
the first symposium. Still another measure of success is that there were many clergy in attendance including His
Eminence Metropolitan John. The fact that many clergy attended should be an indication that they saw the topics
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being dealt with as important and that the resource people selected had meaningful contributions to make. Tentatively,
the next symposium will more than likely be held in Edmonton, although the organizing committee will consist of
members from both Edmonton and Regina.
Although it has not been stated very often, the symposia, in some way, can be ‘one’ of the ‘raison d’être’ for the
USRA/TYC organization. It cannot be the only reason, but it certainly can to one of the reasons. To have a truly
viable organization we would need 3-4 such reasons along with the many local and regional activities that we already
do.
On behalf of the TYC National Executive I wish to thank all those individuals who contributed to the success of these
past two years. Further I wish to thank our overall membership for their moral and material support. However I
would be remiss if I did not thank the individual members of the TYC National Executive and in particular those
members from Regina, for their hard work, vision, candour and support for which I am grateful and indebted. I also
wish to thank the spouses, family and friends of our Executive and membership for their commitment to USRA/TYC
and the belief that our organization has a valuable role to play in our church and cultural community.

Submitted by T. E. Harras, President
on behalf of TYC/USRA National Executive
’07-July-10
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REPORT
The National Ukrainian Self-Reliance Association
(USRA/TYC) Executive to the USRA/TYC Session
of the 57th Convention of the Ukrainian SelfReliance League,
Edmonton, Alberta, August 12, 2011
During the past two years I have been making contact with and
visiting our branches across Canada with the idea of finding out
our present reality, the positives and negatives within each
branch, and problems that branches are encountering. In the
process of visiting each branch I was able to establish a
relationship with the branch membership and become familiar
with their goals and objectives. We do not have that many
branches across Canada but most of our member branches are
very successful and have made quite a difference in their local
communities. It does not matter that some are small in number
while others have many members. The branches are successful
because of strong leadership, a desire to make a difference, and
a commitment to their community and the Ukrainian Orthodox
Church.
I visited the following USRA/TYC Branches:













November 16, 2009 – Calgary
November 25, 2009 – Winnipeg
December 6, 2009 – Regina
February 22, 2010 - Edmonton
February 24, 2010 – Grimsby, Hamilton, Toronto/Longbranch
June 1, 2010 – Kelowna
June 3, 2010 – Surrey
June 16, 2010 – Canora
June 17, 2010 – Saskatoon All Saints Brotherhood
June 17, 2010 – Saskatoon Steppe
June 18, 2010 – Prince Albert
June 19, 2010 – North Battleford (Vechovyna Parish District TYC)
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I did not have the opportunity to visit the Montreal TYC Branch but I am in contact with the
Branch President.
The following executive summary captures the information that I was able to glean from my
visitations to all the branches:
Executive Summary
USRA/TYC Branch Analysis – Visitations 2009/2010
1. Branch Membership Information
• Membership in decline: 304 in 2009 - 278 in 2010
• Membership drives have had limited success
• Average member age - 68
• Branches that have folded in the past five years: Vancouver, Kamloops, New
Westminster, Vernon, Yorkton, and Windsor. Ottawa has potential for reengagement
• All Branches tied to parish church either by association or integrally linked
• All Branches are active in Orthodox and local community and many
financially support their parish through funds raised by casinos, bingos,
banquets, raffles, etc.
• Through their projects branches support the various integral organizations
associated with the youth, seniors, local Orthodox parish, Orthodox
community, museums, UCC, CYC Foundation, their own members and their
community at large
2. Branch Obstacles
• Aged Membership – senior members unwilling to change with the times,
reluctant to allow younger members greater responsibilities, age factor
creates lack of energy
• Lack of appropriate focus – branches have too many goals, talk of change but
no results, too focused on our Ukrainian heritage and not enough on being
Ukrainian Canadian
• Lack of youth – different priorities and young adults are more focused on
church rather than organization, projects do not create interest in youth
• Lack of Church support – Some of our church clergy will not support TYC
• Local Competition - Other men’s organizations in the Orthodox community
(e.g. Order of St. Andrew, Prosvita Men’s , etc) , secular world has huge
impact on young and old
• Lack of enjoyment – too focused on business in meetings rather than having
some fun
• Symptomatic problems – UOCC and other organizations are experiencing
similar pains
• Mobility - travel distance to meetings too great and sometimes difficult
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3. Factors contributing to Branch success
• Well- known and contributing service organization
• Strong communication
• Solid and long tradition within the Branch
• Respect and obligation to past members
• Dedicated members working cooperatively with a positive attitude
• Strong leadership from within
• Successful in project fundraising
• Branch goals , aims , vision and objectives are established and carried out
• Some clergy have joined the branches
Based on this summary action is being taken to make sure that our organization survives and
grows in the 21st century. At the present time the National Executive is planning on presenting
changes to the By-laws that will correct our relationship with the church and modernize
practices at the Branch and National levels. We plan on strengthening our emphasis and
support for the youth (CYMK) in our community. We plan on representing our Orthodox
community at the UCC (Ukrainian Canadian Congress) and UOCC (Ukrainian Orthodox Church
of Canada) levels of governance along with the other member organizations – CYMK, UWAC,
and USRL/CYC. We need to be heard and represented at national discussions of interest for
Ukrainians in Canada. We need to emphasize the grassroots approach for our branches and
encourage them to keep doing all the good things that they have been doing to date and stress
to all that there needs to be relevance in their organization if they are going to grow and have
younger men join their ranks. We need to take on relevant projects that will be a benefit to
the local, eparchial and national communities.
I don’t think that we have a problem as much as we have a challenge. Maybe this is an
opportunity for us to make a plan and envision a healthy, vibrant USRA/TYC organization in the
Ukrainian Canadian Orthodox community. I have shared this with you because I believe that
we can effect change. We can address the needs of the future within our local community –
parish or branch. Finally Dr. Ed. Klopoushak, a member of the Regina UOMA/TYC branch,
stated the following when I was in Regina celebrating the branch’s 50th anniversary:
“To build our UOMA/TYC organization was hard work and it took a long time on a very
difficult path. To destroy what we have accomplished and recede into a small cocoon
will not take long.”
The challenge is ours! Let’s begin taking action and planning now!
In the past under the leadership of Tony Harras, past President of USRA/TYC, the National
USRA/TYC Executive had initiated three Symposiums – Winnipeg, Regina and Edmonton. Plans
are now being finalized for a fourth Symposium that will be held in Hamilton. Jars Balan and
Yars Lozowchuk have been working on this project. More on this will be shared during the
convention sessions. The symposiums address one of USRA/TYC main mandates: “To support
the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of Canada.”
During the last two years the USRA/TYC National Executive has:
• provided each Branch and Provincial Executive with the latest updated information on
all topics and relevant member changes
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• met as a National Executive at least once every six week to discuss issues and make
decisions regarding financial spending, Branch visitation and attendance at Provincial
and National Conferences and so on
• had one teleconference meeting with the National Executive, Branch Presidents and
Provincial Presidents
• completed a cross Canada Branch visitation. At each stop I gave a presentation on the
need for organizational revitalization
• completed and sent out newsletters to all the members via Branch Presidents – fall
2010, Christmas 2011, and Easter 2011. The newsletters were also shared with our
UOCC Bishops and Chancellor
• established and updated the National USRA/TYC website (www.usracanada.org) This is
a project that needs to be continued and updated with information for our members
and the community at large
• been involved in the planning of the 2011 USRL/CYC National Convention in Edmonton.
Bohdan Maslo and I have represented the interests of the National Executive on this
committee
The most immediate concern that I have is to make sure that the active Branches are healthy
and growing. There is still a need to revitalize some of the Branches that have folded in major
population areas. There needs to be a willingness on the part of individuals (laity and clergy) in
those cities to feel that having a USRA/TYC Branch would assist them in meeting their
parish/community needs. The National and Provincial Executives may want to undertake this
as a project in the immediate future.
In conclusion, I would like to thank you for the honour of serving as the National USRA/TYC
President for the 2009-2011 term. There are many individuals – National USRA/TYC Executive
Members, National USRL/CYC Executive Members, Branch Presidents and membership - that
have made this term a success for me and I thank you for your dedication, enthusiasm and
moral support. I also need to thank my wife Orasia and my son Michael for their never-ending
support for my endeavours and assistance during the past two years.
Our organization does play a vital role in the Ukrainian Canadian Orthodox Community (church
and cultural community) and this is one of the underlying reasons why we need to re-energize,
re-organize and re-group.
Emil Yereniuk, President
On behalf of USRA/TYC National Executive
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REPORT of the NATIONAL USRA/TYC EXECUTIVE
to the USRA/TYC Session of the 58th Convention
of the Ukrainian Self-Reliance League (USRL/CYC)
Saskatoon, Saskatchewan, August 22/23, 2013
EXECUTIVE
At the 57th USRL/CYC Conference that was held in Edmonton, Alberta on August 12/13, 2011, the
following individuals were elected to serve on the National USRA/TYC Executive:
Past President
President
Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer
Members at Large
Chaplain
Auditors

Dr. Tony Harras
Emil Yereniuk
Jars Balan
Dennis Kuchta
Gerald Kruhlak
Marshall Opyr
Michael Yereniuk
Bohdan Maslo
Rt. Rev. Fr. Stephan Semotiuk
Orest Talpash
Eugene Topolnisky
George Zaharia

At the present time the National Executive meets on a regular basis, at least six times per year and a
Presidents’ Teleconference meeting is held once a year. At the September 29, 2011 meeting the
members of the National Executive were given responsibilities:
Emil Yereniuk:
Newsletters
Vice President on the USRL/CYC National Executive
Director on the UCC National Executive
Jars Balan:
Symposium Coordinator
USRL/CYC Representative on the UCC National Executive
Dennis Kuchta:
Minutes of all meetings
Gerald Kruhlak:
Financial
Marshall Opyr:
Coordination of the teleconference calls (Stantec)
Michael Yereniuk:
Newsletter and website
Bohdan Maslo:
Contact person with the TYC Edmonton Branch
Rt. Rev. Fr. Stephan Semotiuk:
Chaplain
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DIRECTIVES FROM THE 2011 CONVENTION
During the Biennial USRL/CYC Convention (August 2011) in Edmonton the USRA/TYC delegates met and discussed the
findings of the National President during his visitations across Canada. During the discussion the following questions were
asked:
• What do we do now?
• What is the next step?
• What is our new vision?
The following suggestions were made by the delegates during the discussion:
• Mission work – We need to work with parishes that do not have a men’s group and we need to contact all of the
Men’s Brotherhoods in Canada and have a discussion about affiliation with the National Organization.
• Reviving closed branches – Discussions need to take place in the communities that have closed their branches.
• Communication – We need to improve communication between the branches and within the Ukrainian community
(bulletins, web site, and making our presence known in the community).
• Feature branches – Branches need to be featured in the National Bulletins. There are many good practices that
should be shared.
• Women – We should allow women to join our organization. Some women belong to USRA/TYC and to the ladies’
organization. This should be an option for the women in our Ukrainian Orthodox community.
• National Executive and Provincial Executives need to keep in contact with the branches.
• Encourage branches to have new projects. Incorporate projects that are important to the younger membership.
• Focus in on the needs of our Ukrainian Orthodox community (church, lay organizations) and the community at
large. The organization needs to be active and if it’s active, it will grow, and if we are to grow, we will need to
repackage ourselves. We need to think outside the box.
• We will need to become more of a church-based organization. Our youth is more focused on the church and if we
have a church focus in the organization, more will join our ranks.
• We will need to maintain the membership that we have and we will grow.
• There needs to be a focus on the new immigrants coming to Canada and we need to get them to join our
organization.
• The church, bishops and clergy need to work with the lay organization.
• We need to join forces with the women. It’s not “us” or “them” – it’s “we”.
• We need to continue doing the good things that we have done in the past.
• Within the Ukrainian Orthodox community we need to discuss our problems together – church, lay organizations,
individuals. We cannot solve the problems individually. The exchange of ideas and information is very healthy.
• Make USRA/TYC more attractive. We need events and projects that are relevant. We need to encourage younger
individuals to join but we must also gain their respect.
IMPLEMENTATION OF SUGGESTED DIRECTIVES
The National Executive took this information and began implementing changes that would enhance the organization at the
national, provincial/regional and local levels. The following things were worked on and developed further for our
organization:
• Cities that have brotherhoods have been contacted indirectly. We are now making a comprehensive list of all
brotherhoods across Canada. It was the hope of the present executive to get the brotherhoods to join USRA/TYC as
affiliate organizations. This will be an ongoing project for all future executives.
• Closed branches have been contacted by the National President and meetings will take place in the near future to see
if they can be reactivated.
• Areas in the Orthodox community in Canada that have never had a men’s group will be visited with the idea of
forming a USRA/TYC Branch.
• The National President has been keeping in contact with the branches via telephone calls, e-mails, presidents’
teleconference meetings, and visitations. One of the key things that the National Executive has continued is the
newsletters. During this term six newsletters were sent to all the branches and provincial/regional executives. These
newsletters were also sent to our bishops, chancellor and to our CYC family organizations. Members were kept
informed of upcoming events; branches were featured; information about our UCC, USRL and USRA organizations
were presented; members were recognized for their achievements; CYC family needs were posted and so on. The
National Executive has had many positive responses to the information that was included in the newsletters.
• Early in 2012 Emil Yereniuk sent out an e-mail regarding USRA/TYC projects and initiative. This was sent to all
branches as a reminder that we need to be project-oriented, that we need to make sure that there are projects that our
younger members can buy into, and that we have projects that are very church-based and community-based. When
we have projects and celebrate events in our communities, the USRA/TYC branches will become more attractive.
USRA/TYC branches have been encouraged to work with our youth (CYMK) and the women (UWAC). This
includes cooperation on joint projects and inclusion to presentations by either organization. Women have joined
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•

•

TYC branches and we will not discourage this; however, we will not have a formal campaign to entice women to
join TYC.
The USRA/TYC National Executive was pleased to hear that the Joint Standing Committee of the UOCC/USRL
was active and proceeding to keep open lines of communication between the UOCC and the USRL/CYC family
organizations. This is very important for us because we need to discuss our problems together rather than
individually. This exchange of ideas is very healthy for all of us.
Emil Yereniuk made sure that he kept in contact with the branches. Whenever an opportunity arose he would visit
the branch. During this tenure he was able to visit the branches in the following cities: Winnipeg, Montreal, Canora,
Saskatoon, Edmonton, Kelowna and Surrey.

BRANCHES
In 2013 there are thirteen active branches across Canada in the following communities (presidents’ names included) and three
Provincial/Regional USRA/TYC Executives:
• Kelowna Branch – John Chalupa, President
• Surrey Branch – Gerry Dwernichuk, President
• Calgary Branch – Greg Faryna, President
• Edmonton – Marshall Opyr, President
• Regina Branch – Orest Warnyca, President
• Canora Branch – Gerald Yaholnitsky, President
• Saskatoon Steppe Branch – Rodney Antonichuk, President
• Prince Albert Branch – Terry Ludyk, President
• North Battleford Branch (Verkhovyna Parish District TYC) - Rev. Fr. Taras Udod, President
• Winnipeg Branch – Myroslaw Bugera, President
• Hamilton – Steve Stasiuk, President
• Toronto Long Branch – Ivan Franko, President
• Montreal – Greg Kowryha, President
• Eastern Regional USRA/TYC Executive (Hamilton) – Steve Stasiuk, President
• Manitoba Provincial Executive (Winnipeg) – Myroslaw Bugera, President
• Saskatchewan Provincial Executive (Regina) – Wayne Hydeman. President
The following dates indicate when the present branches began their active work in their communities:
• Kelowna Branch – December 6, 1981
• Surrey Branch – March 31, 1985
• Calgary – 1965
• Edmonton Branch – established as a CYC Branch in 1927 and became an official TYC branch on February 5, 1939
• Regina Branch – November 9, 1959
• Canora Branch – 1951
• Saskatoon Steppe Branch – 1954
• Prince Albert Branch – November 15, 1953
• North Battleford (Verkhovyna Branch) – April 21, 1989
• Winnipeg Branch – 1950
• Hamilton Branch – February 4, 1949
• Toronto/Long Branch – merged in 2000 (Toronto branch established as a CYC branch in 1928 and then became a
TYC branch [date unknown]; Long Branch/St. Demetrius February 8, 1968)
• Montreal Branch – established as a CYC branch in 1931 and became a TYC branch (date unknown)
USRA/TYC branches across Canada are active and are having a lot of success. They do support and contribute to their
Orthodox community and to the community at large. Our focus, at the moment, is on these successes.
ARCHIVES
The National Executive has been collecting and organizing its archives. Emil Yereniuk has completed the first draft of the
USRA/TYC National history (1938 to 2013) and his plan was to have the final draft and the project completed by December
2013. He began the process of writing the history of the USRA/TYC organization by collecting, organizing and collating the
archival material that was found in the USRA/TYC national office, Ukraine Voice Archives in Winnipeg, St. Andrew’s
College Library, Edmonton USRA/TYC Branch archives, the library of the late Very Rev. Fr. Michael and Dobrodijka
Stephania Yurkiwsky, the files of the late Eugene Yereniuk, from the archives of Yarko Skrypnyk and from the archives of
the late Rt. Rev. Mitred Archpriest Fr. Meroslaw Kryschuk and Dobrodijka Nadia Kryschuk. To date the National Executive
has over 80 three ring binders, many file folders and over 50 publications that make reference to the USRA/TYC national
organization. A lot of the history that was compiled initially came from USRA/CYC National Bulletins and the Ukrainian
Voice newspaper whereas later information was compiled from TYC minutes, USRA/CYC Convention Programs,
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USRL/TYC Convention Booklets, TYC president’s reports and from the TYC National Newsletters. Presently all of the
archival material is housed in the president’s residence. At the completion of the history project the archives will need to be
housed in a proper facility to ensure that the materials are safe and that other historians and future generations will have the
opportunity to study this one aspect of Ukrainian Canadiana – the Ukrainian Canadian Orthodox Men’s Group (USRA/TYC).
SYMPOSIUM
Under the leadership of our Past President, Dr. Tony Harras, three National Symposiums had been held (Winnipeg, Regina,
and Edmonton). USRA/TYC National Executive is planning on holding a fourth Symposium (Symposium 2014) on May 14,
2014 in Toronto. A committee was formed that includes Jars Balan (Chair), Yars Lozowchuk (Vice Chair) Dr. Roman
Yereniuk, Dr. Peter Kondra and Rt. Rev. Protopresbyter Dr. Oleh Krawchenko. (All committee members are members of
their respective USRA/TYC branches in Canada) Plans for this symposium are being formalized. The symposium topic is:
“Ukrainian Orthodoxy in the family of Orthodox Christian Churches in the World: Past Present and Future”. This will be a
learned and practical symposium to discuss the unique attributes and special place of the Ukrainian Orthodox Kyivan
tradition in the context of world Orthodoxy and the current religious situation in Ukraine. The National Executive is working
with the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of Canada, the Joint Standing Committee of the UOCC/USRL and the National
Executive of the USRL/CYC.
CONCLUSION
As the National President I am very proud that the Ukrainian Self-Reliance Association (USRA/TYC) is continuing with its
positive and proactive approach in its dealings with the branches, provincial/regional executives, USRL/CYC National
Executive and all the members of the USRL/CYC family organizations. My primary goal has always been to focus on the
positive aspects of the organization, no matter how small they may be, rather than on the problems. Problems do exist but
they can always be resolved.
The entire USRA/TYC National Executive has agreed to stay on for one more term, should that be the will of this
Convention.
In the 2011 report to the USRA/TYC delegates I stated that:
“The most immediate concern that I have is to make sure that the active branches are healthy and growing.
There is still a need to revitalize some of the branches that have folded in major areas. There needs to be
willingness on the part of individuals (clergy and laity) in those cities to feel that having a USRA/TYC
branch would assist them in meeting their parish and community needs.”
My resolve continues. This will be a project for the National Executive in 2013-2015 and it is my hope that we can encourage
growth within the existing branches, open new branches across the country and convince brotherhoods and other men’s
organizations to join us as affiliate members.
And finally I need to thank the USRA/TYC National Executive members, Presidents of branches, Presidents of the
provincial/regional executives and the membership for assisting me in my second term as National President. Any successes
that I may have are as a direct result of your dedication, enthusiasm and moral support. Lastly, my wife Orasia has been
supporting me through all of my endeavours and I thank her for her never-ending assistance these past two years.
Let us continue to be guided by our vision and mission statements:
USRA/UOMA/TYC Vision: “TYC is a vibrant organization composed of dedicated members utilizing their diversity of
talents to serve our CYC family, the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of Canada, all Ukrainians and all Canadians.”
USRA/UOMA/TYC Mission: “To provide resources, activities and programs that contribute to the spiritual and cultural
growth of our members and to the maintenance, nurturing and growth of a caring, committed and visionary Ukrainian
Orthodox community within Canadian society.”

On behalf of USRA/TYC National Executive
Emil Yereniuk, President
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